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FIG.5A
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR CONTROLLING AN
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to air condi-
tioning systems and particularly to a method of and a
device for controlling an air conditioning system for,
particularly, installation in a vehicle such as an automo-
tive vehicle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one outstanding aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a method of con-
trolling an air conditioning system including a refriger-
ant evaporator unit, a refrigerant compressor unit, a
heater unit positioned downstream of the evaporator
unit and an air-flow proportioning door positioned be-
tween the evaporator unit and the heater unit and with
respect to the heater unit movable into and out of a
predetermined angular position shutting off the flow of
air from the evaporator unit to the heater unit, compris-
ing the steps of producing signals, and pieces of infor-
mation, the signals being respectively representative of
a desired temperature of the space to be air conditioned,
a detected atmospheric temperature, a detected temper-
ature of the air conditioned space, a detected angular
position of the air-flow proportioning door, and a de-
tected evaporator temperature of the air passed through
the evaporator unit, the pieces of information being
respectively indicative of the operative or inoperative
condition of the refrigerant compressor, and a com-
mand of a person in the air conditioned space to put the
refrigerant compressor into or out of operation, produc-
ing from the signals representative of the desired tem-
perature of the space to be air conditioned, the detected
atmospheric temperature and the detected temperature
of the air conditioned space a target blowoff tempera-
ture of the air to be delivered from the evaporator unit,
comparing the target blowoff temperature with a prede-
termined critical temperature for producing a signal
indicative of the above mentioned predetermined angu-
lar position of the air-flow proportioning door when the
target blowoff temperature is found lower than the
predetermined critical value or indicative of a desired
angular position of the door, the desired angular posi-
tion of the door being variable with the target blowoff
temperature, in the presence of the piece of information
indicating the person’s command to put the refrigerant
compressor into operation, producing from the target
blowoff temperature signals respectively representative
of desired compressor stop and start temperatures at
which the compressor unit is to be brought to a stop and
thereafter actuated to start, the desired compressor stop
and start temperatures being variable with the target
blowoff temperature when the target blowoff tempera-
ture is lower than the predetermined critical value and
being fixed when the target blowoff temperature is
higher than the predetermined critical value, comparing
the signal representative of said detected evaporator
temperature with the signals respectively representative
of the desired compressor stop and start temperatures
for producing a command signal to hold the compressor
unit operative when the detected evaporator tempera-
ture is found higher than the desired compressor stop
temperature with the piece of information indicating the
operating condition of the refrigerant compressor unit
and to actuate the compressor unit to a start when the
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detected evaporator temperature is found higher than
the desired compressor start temperature with the piece
of information indicating the inoperating condition of
the refrigerant compressor unit, the command signal
bringing the refrigerant compressor unit to a stop when
the detected evaporator temperature is found lower
than the desired compressor stop temperature with the
piece of information indicating the operating condition
of the refrigerant compressor unit, the command signal
further holding the refrigerant compressor unit inopera-
tive when the detected evaporator temperature is lower
than the desired compressor start temperature with the
piece of information indicating the inoperating condi-
tion of the refrigerant compressor unit, and in the pres-
ence of the signal representative of the desired angular
position, comparing the signal representative of the
desired angular position with the signal representative
of the detected angular position of the air-flow propor-
tioning door for producing a command signal indicative
of the angular position to which said air-flow propor-
tioning door is to be moved.

In accordance with another outstanding aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a control device of
an air conditioning system including a refrigerant evap-
orator unit, a refrigerant compressor unit including
electrically-operated actuating means, a heater unit
positioned downstream of the evaporator unit, an air-
flow proportioning door positioned between the evapo-
rator unit and the heater unit and movable with respect
to the heater unit into and out of a predetermined angu-
lar position shutting off the flow of air from the evapo-
rator unit to the heater unit, and electrically-operated
door actuating means operative to drive the air-flow
proportioning door to continuously move out of and
into the aforesaid predetermined angular position
thereof, comprising means operative to produce signals
respectively representative of a desired temperature of
the space to be air conditioned, a detected atmospheric
temperature, a detected temperature of the air condi-
tioned space, a detected angular position of the air-flow
proportioning door, and a detected evaporator temper-
ature of the air passed through the evaporator unit,
switch means operative to produce pieces of informa-
tion respectively indicative of the operative or inopera-
tive condition of the refrigerant compressor unit, and a
command of a person in the air conditioned space to put
the refrigerant compressor unit into or out of operation,
a target blowoff temperature calculating module re-
sponsive to the signals representative of the desired
temperature of the space to be air conditioned, the de-
tected atmospheric temperature and the detected tem-
perature of the air conditioned space, the target blowoff
temperature calculating module being operative to pro-
duce a signal representative of a target blowoff temper-
ature of the air to be delivered from the evaporator unit,
the target blowoff temperature being variable with the
desired temperature of the space to be air conditioned,
the detected atmospheric temperature and the detected
temperature of the air conditioned space, a desired
door-position calculating module responsive to the sig-
nal from the target blowoff temperature calculating
module and operative to compare the target blowoff
temperature with a predetermined critical value for
producing a signal indicative of the predetermined an-
gular position of the air-flow proportioning door when
the target blowoff temperature is found lower than the
predetermined critical value or indicative of a desired
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angular position of the door, the signal representative of
the desired angular position of the door being variable
with the signal representative of the target blowoff
temperature, a desired evaporator temperature calculat-
ing module responsive to the signal from the target
temperature calculating module and operative to pro-
duce signals respectively representative of desired com-
pressor stop and start temperatures at which the com-
pressor unit is to be brought to a stop and thereafter
actuated to start, in the presence of the piece of informa-
tion indicating the person’s command to put the refrig-
erant compressor into operation, the signals produced
by the desired evaporator temperature calculating mod-
ule being variable with the signal from the target tem-
perature calculating module when the target blowoff
temperature is lower than the predetermined critical
value and being fixed when the target blowoff tempera-
ture is higher than the predetermined critical value, a
door-position error detecting module responsive to the
signal from said desired door-position calculating mod-
ule and the signal representative of the detected angular
position of the air-flow proportioning door and opera-
tive to compare these signals with each other for sup-
plying to the aforesaid door actuating means a com-
mand signal indicative of the angular position to which
the air-flow proportioning door is to be moved, and a
temperature comparator module responsive to the sig-
nals from said desired evaporator temperature calculat-
ing module and the signal representative of the detected
evaporator temperature and operative to compare the
signal representative with the detected evaporator tem-
perature with the signals representative of the desired
compressor stop and start temperatures for supplying to
the actuating means of the compressor unit a command
signal effective to hold the compressor unit operative
when the detected evaporator temperature is found
higher than the desired compressor stop temperature
with the piece of information indicating the operating
condition of the refrigerant compressor unit and to
actuate the compressor unit to a start when the detected
evaporator temperature is found higher than the desired
compressor start temperature with the piece of informa-
tion indicating the inoperating condition of the refriger-
ant compressor, the command signal bringing the re-
frigerant compressor unit to a stop when the detected
evaporator temperature is found lower than the desired
compressor stop temperature with the piece of informa-
tion indicating the operating condition of the refrigerant
compressor unit, the command signal further holding
the refrigerant compressor unit inoperative when the
detected evaporator temperature is found lower than
the desired compressor start temperature with the piece
of information indicating the inoperating condition of
the refrigerant compressor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features of a method and a device according to
the present invention will be more clearly understood
from the following description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1is a schematic sectional view of the mechani-
cal arrangement of an automotive air conditioning sys-
tem of the nature to which the present invention apper-
tains;

FIG. 2 is a graph showing variation, in terms of time,
in the evaporator temperature of the air delivered from
a refrigerant evaporator unit in an air conditioning sys-
tem using a prior-art control device;

—

5

25

30

40

45

50

55

65

4

FIG. 3 is a graph showing variation, in terms of time.,
in relatively low and relatively high evaporator temper-
atures;

FI1G. 4 is a block diagram showing a preferred em-
bodiment of a control device according to the present
invention;

FI1G. 5A is a graph showing the relationship between
a target blowoff temperature calculated in the control
device illustrated in FIG. 4 and a desired angular posi-
tion of an air-flow proportioning door forming part of
the air conditioning system of FIG. 1 under conditions
in which a refrigerant compressor unit included in the
air conditioning system is operative;

FIG. 5B is a graph showing the relationship between
the target blowoff temperature and the desired angular
position of the air-flow proportioning door under con-
ditions in which the refrigerant compressor unit is held
at rest;

FIG. 6 is a graph showing the relationship between
the target blowoff temperature and the evaporator tem-
perature as achieved by the control device illustrated in
FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is a graph in which the characteristics indi-
cated by the graphs of FIGS. 5A and 5B are shown
combined; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a method according to
the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings, first particularly to FIG. 1
thereof, an automotive air conditioning system to which
the present invention appertains is shown comprising an
air conditioner assembly 1 having an air conditioner
duct structure which includes an air intake box portion
2 formed with a fresh air intake 3 and a recirculated air
intake 4. In the air intake box portion 2 is provided with
an intake air shift door § which is pivotally movable
between an angular position allowing the fresh air in-
take 3 to be fully open and closing the recirculated air
intake 4 as indicated by full lines and an angular position
closing the fresh air intake 3 and allowing the recircu-
lated air intake 4 to be fully open as indicated by broken
lines. The intake air shift door 5 is movable between
these two angular positions so as to regulate entry of
fresh or recirculated air into the air intake box portion 2
through the fresh air intake 3 or the recirculated air
intake 4 as indicated at A and B, respectively. The in-
take air shift door 5 is operated by a vacuum-operated
door actuator unit (not shown).

The atmospheric air or the air recirculated from the
vehicle compartment (not shown) thus entering the air
intake box portion 2 is forced into the air conditioner
assembly 1 by means of a suitable forced-flow inducing
unit which is shown constituted by an air-intake blower
6 positioned downstream of the air intake box portion 2.
The air-intake blower 6 herein shown is assumed, by
way of example, to be of the variable-speed motor-
driven type and is shown constituted by a centrifugal or
Sirocco fan provided with and driven by an electric
motor 7.

The duct structure of the air conditioner assembly 1
further includes an evaporator housing portion 8 having
provided therein a refrigerant evaporator unit 9 which
is positioned on the leeward side of the air intake blower
6. The refrigerant evaporator unit 9 is adapted to con-
vert a refrigerant fluid into a gaseous state to extract
heat of evaporation from the flow of air passed there-
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through and forms part of a refrigeration system which
further comprises an engine-driven refrigerant com-
pressor unit 10 having a suction port communicating
with the refrigerant discharge end of the evaporator
unit 9. The compressor unit 10 is adapted to convert the
low-temperature, low-pressure refrigerant gas from the
evaporator unit 9 into a high-temperature, high-pres-
sure refrigerant gas. Though not shown in the draw-
ings, the refrigeration system including the refrigerant
compressor unit 10 further comprises a condenser unit
having an inlet end communicating with the delivery
port of the compressor unit 10 and adapted to covert the
refrigerant gas from the compressor unit 10 into a liquid
state, and an expansion valve provided between the
outlet end of the condenser unit and a refrigerant inlet
end of the evaporator unit 9. The compressor unit 10 is
provided with suitable actuating means such as an elec-
tromagnetically operated clutch (not shown) and is
made operative and inoperative by selective coupling
and uncoupling of the clutch, as is well known in the
art,

The duct structure of the air conditioner assembly 1
further includes an air distribution housing portion 11
having formed therein an air entrance chamber 12
which is located on the leeward side of the evaporator
unit 9. In the air entrance chamber 12 is provided an air
heating unit 13 comprising an air heater unit 14 posi-
tioned downstream of the evaporator unit 9 and an
air-flow proportioning door 15 disposed between the
evaporator unit 9 and the heater unit 14. The air-flow
proportioning door 15 is pivotally mounted on a shaft
16 and is movable about the shaft 16 between a first
angular position to shut off the flow of air from the air
entrance chamber 12 to the heater unit 14 as indicated
by full lines and a second angular position to induct the
flow of air from the entrance chamber 12 totally to the
heater unit 14 as indicated by broken lines. The propor-
tioning door 15 is continuously movable between these
two angular positions about the shaft 16 and is operative
to regulate the proportion in which the cooled air deliv-
ered from the refrigerant evaporator unit 9 into the air
entrance chamber 12 is to be passed through the heater
unit 14. The heater unit 14 is usually of the type adapted
to recirculate therethrough the cooling water which has
been circulated through the cooling system of the en-
gine. The heater unit 14 is thus shown provided with
conduits 17 communicating with the cooling system of
the engine through a suitable flow shut-off valve such as
a hot-water cock (not shown) which is mechanically
connected to and accordingly movable with the air-
flow proportioning door 15. The hot-water cock is
operated by a vacuum-operated actuator unit (not
shown).

The air distribution housing portion 11 of the air
conditioner duct structure is further formed with an air
distribution ‘chamber 18 which is located downstream
of the air entrance chamber 12 partially across the
heater unit 14 and partially aside from the heater unit
14. The air-flow proportioning door 185 is, thus, adapted
to regulate the proportion between the flow rate of air
to be passed from the air entrance chamber 12 to the air
distribution chamber 18 through the heater unit 14 and
the flow rate of air to be passed directly from the air
entrance chamber 12 to the air distribution chamber 18.
When the air-flow proportioning door 15 is held in an
angular position intermediate between the above men-
tioned first and second angular positions thereof about
the shaft 16, the air passed through and heated by the
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6

heater unit 14 is mixed in the air distribution chamber 18
with the cooled air passed directly from the entrance
chamber 12 to the air distribution chamber 18, produc-
ing in the air distribution chamber 18 air with a temper-
ature dictated by the proportion between the draught
volumes of air past the air-flow proportioning door 15.

The duct structure of the air conditioner assembly 1
further has air outlets 19, 20 and 21 communicating
with, for example, instrument panel ventilator ducts,
flow ventilation nozzles and windshield defroster noz-
zles (not shown). The draught volumes of the air to be
distributed from the air distribution chamber 18 to these
air outlets 19, 20 and 21 are regulated by draught con-
trol doors 22, 23 and 24, respectively, which are pro-
vided in the air distribution chamber 18. Though not
shown in the drawings, each of the draught control
doors 22, 23 and 24 is operated by a vacuum-operated
door actuator unit.

The temperature of air in the air distribution chamber
18 is dictated by the proportion between the draught
volume of the air passed through the heater unit 14 and
the draught volume of the air bypassing the heater unit
14 as above described and is accordingly determined by
the angular position of the air-flow proportioning door
15 about the shaft 16. To control the angular position of
the air-flow proportioning door 15, there is provided a
door control device 25.

In FIG. 1 of the drawings, the door contro! device 25
is shown comprising a vacuum-operated door actuator
unit 26 mechanically coupled to the air-flow propor-
tioning door 15 by means of a door actuating rod 27.
Though not shown in the drawings, the vacuum-
operated door actuator unit 26 is formed with a varia-
ble-volume control chamber which is in part defined by
a spring-loaded flexible diaphragm. The above men-
tioned door actuating rod 27 is secured at one end
thereof to this diaphragm and is pivotally connected at
the other end thereof to the air-flow proportioning door
15, which is accordingly pivotally movable about the
shaft 16 as the diaphragm of the door actuator unit 26 1s
moved or deformed to cause expansion or contraction
of the variable-volume control chamber of the actuator
unit 26. The control chamber of the actuator unit 26 is
communicable selectively with the open air through a
solenoid operated air-induction valve 28 or with a suit-
able source of vacuum (not shown) through a solenoid-
operated vacuum-induction valve 29. When the air-
induction valve 28 is open wth the vacuum-induction
valve 29 closed, atmospheric air is introduced through
the air-induction valve 28 into the control chamber of
the door actuator unit 26 and allows the control cham-
ber to be expanded by the force of the spring acting on
the diaphragm of the actuator unit 26. When. on the
other hand, the vacuum-induction valve 29 is open with
the air-induction valve 28 held closed, air in the control
chamber of the door actuator unit 26 is evacunated there-
from through the vacuum-induction valve 29 so that the
control chamber is caused to contract against the force
of the spring acting on the diaphragm of the actuator
unit 26. Each of the valves 28 and 29 is electrically
actuated to produce an opening degree continuously
variable with an electric control signal supplied to a
solenoid coil (not shown) of the valve. The axial posi-
tion of the actuating rod 27 with respect to the duct
structure of the air conditioner assembly 1 and accord-
ingly the angular position of the air-flow proportioning
door 15 with respect to the heater unit 14 are, thus,
continuously variable with the electric control signals
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respectively applied to the solenoid coils of the valves
28 and 29.

The angular position of the air-flow proportioning
door 15 thus operated by the door actuator unit 26 is
detected by door position detecting means which is
shown constituted by a feedback potentiometer unit 30
engaging the actuating rod 27. Designated by 32 is a
vacuum programming switch which is mechanically
connected to the actuating rod 27 and which is accord-
ingly responsive to the angular displacement of the
air-flow proportioning door 15. The vacuum program-
ming switch 32 is operative to control the vacuum to be
inducted to each of the vacuum operated actuator units
for the intake air shift door 5, the draught control doors
22, 23 and 24 and the hot-water cock for the heater unit
14.

In the air conditioning system of the nature hereinbe-
fore described, the air sucked into the air conditioner
assembly 1 through the fresh air intake 3, the recircu-
lated air intake 4 or both of these is cooled by the refrig-
erant evaporator unit 9 to a predetermined temperature
of, for example, about 4° C. without respect to the tem-
perature of the air to be distributed from the air distribu-
tion chamber 18. When the air-flow proportioning door
15 is held in an angular position allowing the heater unit
14 to be open to the air entrance chamber 12, the air
thus cooled by the evaporator unit 9 is at least partially
heated by the heater unit 14 so as to produce air with a
desired temperature in the air distribution chamber 18.
Conditioning air in these two steps is advantageous in
that a broad range of temperatures is available of condi-
tioned air and in that the air to be conditioned is dehu-
midified when passed through the evaporator unit 9.
The latter effect is of importance especially at sultry
seasons when relatively hot air is to be cooled by the air
conditioning system.

In the air conditioning system constructed and ar-
ranged as hereinbefore described with reference to
FIG. 1, it has been an ordinary practice to have the
refrigerant compressor unit 10 of the refrigeration sys-
tem operated in such a manner that the compressor unit
10 is periodically brought to a stop each time the tem-
perature of the cooled air delivered from the evaporator
unit 9 approaches a predetermined degree t; of, for
example, about 0° C. This is important for preventing
the refrigerant evaporator unit 9 from being frozen up
by accumulation of frost on the fins of the evaporator
unit. When the temperature of the cooled air delivered
from the evaporator unit 9 rises to a predetermined
degree t; of, for example, about 4° C. after the refriger-
ant compressor unit 10 is thus made inoperative, the
compressor unit 10 is put into operation for a second
time so as to enable the evaporator unit 9 to cool the air
supplied thereto. As a consequence, the temperature
(Te) of the air passed through the evaporator unit 9
with the compressor unit 10 operated in this fashion
varies cyclically between values respectively close to
the above mentioned predetermined degrees t; and t; as
indicated in FIG. 2 of the drawings.

Experiments have been conducted by the inventors
to determine the characteristics with which the temper-
ature Te of the air passed through the refrigerant evapo-
rator unit 9 varies when the temperatures t; and t; are
selected at relatively low levels ty.) and t;.; and rela-
tively high levels ti.; and ty.;, respectively. In this in-
stance, the temperature levels t1.y, t5.1, t1.2and ta.3 have
been selected in such a manner that the lower tempera-
ture range between the levels t;_) and 5| is substantially

—

5

20

25

30

35

40

8

equal to the higher temperature range between the
levels t1.2 and t2.3. The results of the experiments thus
conducted are indicated by curves a and b in FIG. 3,
wherein ON and OFF denote the durations for which
the refrigerant compressor unit 10 is held operative and
inoperative, respectively. From the curves a and b
shown in FIG. 3, it will be observed that the duty cycle
of the refrigerant compressor unit 10 is shorter for the
higher temperature range tjz-t;; than for the lower
temperature range ti.1-ta.1. This clearly suggests that it
is advantageous for the sake of saving the energy re-
quired for the operation of the air conditioning system
that the refrigerant compressor unit 10 be made opera-
tive and inoperative in response to relatively high tem-
peratures of the air passed through the refrigerant evap-
orator unit 9.

On the other hand, the atmospheric air is far less
humid at cold seasons than in summertime and, for this
reason, the air to be conditioned at cold seasons need
not be positively dehumidified. It is thus desirable also
for the sake of energy economy to have the refrigerant
evaporator unit 9 held inoperative when the tempera-
ture of the atmospheric air is at relatively low levels.

The present invention contemplates provision of a
device for controlling the air conditioning system of the
described nature in such a manner as to realize the
above described advantages.

A preferred embodiment of a control device accord-
ing to the present invention will be hereinafter de-
scribed with reference concurrently to FIGS. 1 and 4 of
the drawings. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the control de-
vice embodying the present invention comprises a de-
sired internal temperature register 33, an ambient tem-
perature sensor 34, an internal temperature sensor 35, a
door position sensor 36, and an evaporator temperature
sensor 37. The desired internal temperature register 33
is adapted to register therein a desired temperature Td
of the air in the interior of the vehicle and to produce an
analog output signal Ad representative of the desired
internal temperature Td. The ambient temperature sen-
sor 34 is operative to detect the temperature Ta of the
atmospheric air and to produce an analog output signal
Aa representative of the detected atmospheric tempera-

. ture Ta. The internal temperature sensor 35 is operative
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to detect the temperature Ti of air in the interior of the
vehicle and to produce an analog output signal Ai rep-
resentative of the detected internal temperature Ti.
Furthermore, the door position sensor 36 is operative to
detect the angular position P of the air-flow proportion-
ing door 15 with respect to the heater unit 14 in the air
conditioner assembly 1 illustrated in FIG. 1 and to pro-
duce an analog output signal Ap representative of the
detected angular position P of the door 15. The door
position sensor 36 is herein assumed, by way of exam-
ple, as being constituted by the feedback potentiometer
unit 30 in the air conditioning system illustrated in FIG.
1. On the other hand, the evaporator temperature sensor
37 is operative to detect the evaporator temperature Te
of the air passed through the refrigerant evaporator unit
9 of the air conditioner assembly 1 shown in FIG. 1 and
to produce an analog signal Ae representative of the
detected evaporator temperature Te.

The control device shown in FIG. 4 further com-
prises switches including a shift-door position respon-
sive switch 38, a compressor actuating switch 39 and an
air conditioner switch 39’. The shift-door position re-
sponsive switch 38 is responsive to the movement of the
intake air shift-door 5 in the air conditioning system
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illustrated in FIG. 1 and is closed when the shift-door 5
is in the position allowing the fresh air intake 3 to be
fully open and open when the shift-door § is in the
position allowing the recirculated air intake 4 to be fully
open. The door-position responsive switch 38 is thus
adapted to produce a piece of information S indicative
of the position of the intake air shift-door 5. The com-
pressor actuating switch 39 is electrically connected
between a power source (not shown) and the solenoid
coil of the solenoid-operated clutch of the refrigerant
compressor unit 10 in the system illustrated in FIG. 1
and is operative to actuate the clutch to couple and
thereby put the compressor unit 10 into operation when
closed. The compressor actuating switch 39 is thus
adapted to produce a piece of information C indicative
of the operative or inoperative condition of the refriger-
ant compressor unit 10. Furthermore, the air condi-
tioner switch 39’ is manually operated by a person in the
interior of the vehicle and is adapted to produce a piece
of information A indicative of the person’s command to
put the compressor unit 10 into or out of operation.

The desired internal temperature register 33, ambient
temperature sensor 34, internal temperature sensor 35,
door position sensor 36 and evaporator temperature
sensor 36 are connected to the input terminals of ana-
log-to-digital (A/D) converters 40 so that the analog
output signal Ad delivered from the register 33 and the
analog output signals Aa, Ai, Ap and Ae respectively
delivered from the sensors 34, 35, 36 and 37 are con-
verted into corresponding digital signals Dd, Da, Di,
Dp and De, respectively. The digital signals Dd, Da,
Di, Dp and De thus produced by the analog-to-digital
converters 40 are fed to a signal processing network 41.

The signal processing network 41 comprises a target
blowoff temperature calculating module 42, a desired
door-position calculating module 43, a desired evapora-
tor temperature calculating module 44, a door-position
error detecting module 45 and a temperature compara-
tor module 46 as shown. The target blowoff tempera-
ture calculating module 42 has input ports connected to
the output terminals of the analog-to-digital converters
40 connected to the desired internal temperature regis-
ter 33, ambient temperature sensor 34 and internal tem-
perature sensor 35. The calculating module 42 is
adapted to calculate a target blowoff temperature Tt of
the air to be blown off from the air conditioning system
from the digital signals Dd, Da and Di delivered from
the analog-to-digital converters 40 connected to the
register 33 and sensors 34 and 35, producing a digital
output signal Dt representative of the target blowoff
temperature Tt. The target blowoff temperature Tt is
calculated from the digital signals Dd, Da and Di on the
basis of suitable parameters stored together with the
above mentioned function f(Td, Ta, Ti) in the calculat-
ing module 42 and is thus variable as a function f(Td,
Ta, Ti) of the desired internal temperature Td, detected
ambient temperature Ta and detected internal tempera-
ture Ti of the vehicle, as will be described in more
detail.
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temperature calculating module 42 is fed to each of the
desired door-position calculating module 43 and the
desired evaporator temperature calculating module 44.
The desired door-position calculating module 43 is
adapted to calculate from the input signal Dt a desired
angular position P’ of the air-flow proportioning door
15 with respect to the heater unit 14 in the system illus-
trated in FIG. 1 and to produce a digital output signal
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Dp’ representative of the desired angular position of the
door 15 thus calculated. The calculating module 43 has
control terminals connected to the shift-door position
responsive switch 38 and the air conditioner switch 39’
and is operative to produce the output signal Dp’ which
varies depending upon the open ‘or closed condition of
each of the switches 38 and 39'. When the air condi-
tioner switch 39’ is closed and accordingly the piece of
information A indicative of the person’s command to
put the compressor unit 10 into operation is fed to the
calculating module 43, the output signal Dp’ produced
by the calculating module 43 varies as a function g;(Tt)
of the target blowoff temperature Tt as indicated by
plot Giin FIG. 5A if the target blowoff temperature Tt
is higher than a predetermined critical value Ttt. If the
target blowoff temperature Tt is lower than the prede-
termined critical value Ttt with the air conditioner
switch 3%’ closed, the signal Dp’ produced by the calcu-
lating module 43 is indicative of a zero-degree angular
position Po of the air-flow proportioning door 15 fully
isolating the flow of air in the air entrance chamber 12
from the heater unit 14 in the system shown in FIG. 1.
When, on the other hand, the air conditioner switch 39’
is open, then the output signal Dp’ produced by the
calculating module 43 varies as a function g2(Tt) of the
target blowoff temperature Tt as indicated by plot Gz in
FIG. 5B if the shift-door position responsive switch 38
is closed and as a function g3(Tt), of the target blowoff
temperature Tt as indicated by plot G3in FIG. 5B if the
switch 38 is open. The functions gi(Tt), g2(Tt) and
g3(Tt) above mentioned are stored in the desired door-
position calculating module 43. In each of FIGS. 5A
and 5B, the angular position of the air-flow proportion-
ing door 15 is indicated in terms of the angle which the
door 15 makes with respect to the heater unit 14 about
the center axis of the shaft 16 and is represented by zero
degrees when the door 15 is held in the angular position
fully isolating the heater unit 14 from the air entrance
chamber 12.

The signal Dp’ thus produced by the desired door-
position calculating the module 43 and the digital signal
Dp produced by the analog-to-digital converter 40 con-
nected to the door position sensor 36 are fed to the
door-position error detecting module 45. The door-
position error detecting module 45 is constituted by a
comparator circuit and is adapted to produce a digital
door-position error signal Db representative of the dif-
ference between the detected angular position P and the
desired angular position P’ of the door 15 as represented
by the signals Dp and Dp’, respectively.

On the other hand, the desired evaporator tempera-
ture calculating module 44 is adapted to calculate from
the output signal Dt from the target blowoff tempera-
ture calculating module 42 a desired evaporator temper-
ature Te’ of the air to be delivered from the refrigerant
evaporator unit 9 in the system illustrated in FIG. 1 and
to produce two digital output signals De; and Dej rep-
resentative of desired compressor stop and start temper-
atures Ty and T> at which the refrigerant compressor
unit 10 (FIG. 1) is to be brought to a stop and thereafter
actuated to start, respectively. The desired compressor
stop and start temperatures T1 and T, are produced as
functions hi(Tt) and hz(Tt), respectively, of the target
blowoff temperature Tt when the target blowoff tem-
perature Tt is lower than the predetermined critical
value Ttt and as constant hi(Ttt) and hz(Ttt), respec-
tively, when the target blowoff temperature Tt is higher
than the predetermined critical value Ttt as indicated by
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plots Hy and Hz in FIG. 6 of the drawings. Thus, the
desired compressor stop and start temperatures T} and
T2 determined by the calculating module 44 increase
from predetermined values of, for example, 0° C. and 3°
C., respectively, as the target blowoff temperature Tt
represented by the signal Dt delivered from the calcu-
lating module 42 increases up to the previously men-
tioned predetermined critical value Ttt. When the tar-
get blowoff temperature Tt is higher than the critical
value Ttt, the desired compressor stop and start temper-
atures Ty and T; remain constant. As will be further
seen from FIG. 6, the desired compressor start tempera-
ture T; is constantly higher by a predetermined value
of, for example, 3 degrees than the desired compressor
stop temperature T|. The critical value Ttt of the target
blowoff temperature Tt is selected as a desired crest
value of the periodically varying temperature Te of the
cooled air delivered from the refrigerant evaporator
unit 14 in the system shown in FIG. 1. The desired
evaporator temperature calculating module 44 has a
control terminal connected to the air conditioner switch
39’ and is operative to produce the signals Dej and De;
only when the switch 39 is closed.

The signals Dej and De; thus produced by the desired
evaporator temperature calculating module 44, the sig-
nal De delivered from the analog-to-digital converter
40 connected to the evaporator temperature sensor 37
and the piece of information C produced by the com-
pressor actuating switch 39 are fed to the temperature
comparator module 46. In the temperature comparator
module 46, the signal De representative of the detected
evaporator temperature Te of the air passed through the
evaporator unit 14 (FIG. 1) is compared with the signals
De| and De; representative of the desired compressor
stop and start temperatures T and T, respectively, and
causes the comparator module 46 to produce a digital
output signal Dc when the detected evaporator temper-
ature Te represented by the signal De is found higher
than the desired compressor stop temperature T1 with
the piece of information C indicating the operating
condition of the refrigerant compressor unit 10. The
temperature comparator module 46 also produces the
digital output signal Dc when the detected evaporator
temperature Te is found higher than the desired com-
pressor start temperature T2 with the piece of informa-
tion C indicating the inoperating condition of the refrig-
erant compressor unit 10.

The digital output signals Db and Dc thus delivered
from the signal processing network 41 are supplied to
digital-to-analog (D/A) converters 47 and are thereby
converted into corresponding analog signals Ab and
Ac, respectively. The analog signal Ab is fed to a door
position control circuit 48 adapted to produce from the
signal Ab a command signal Cb for controlling the
angular position of the air-flow proportioning door 15
in the system illustrated in FIG. 1. The command signal
Cb thus produced by the door position control circuit
48 is fed to the solenoid coils of the solenoid-operated
air-induction and vacuum-induction valves 28 and 29
and actuates the valves 28 and 29 and accordingly the
vacuum-operated door actuator unit 26 in such a man-
ner as to drive the air-flow proportioning door 15 to
pivotally moves to an angular position dictated by the
output signal from the door control circuit 48. On the
other hand, the analog signal Ac delivered from the
digital-to-analog converter 47 connected to the temper-
ature comparator module 46 is fed to a compressor
control circuit 49 adapted to produce from the signal
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Ac a command signal Cc for actvating the refrigerant
compressor unit 10 in the system illustrated in FIG. 1.
The command signal Cc thus produced by the compres-
sor control circuit 49 is supplied to the solenoid of the
solenoid-operated clutch of the refrigerant compressor
unit 10 and permits the compressor unit to remain oper-
ative. The angular position P of the air-flow proportion-
ing door 15 (FIG. 1} and the evaporator temperature Te
of the air to be delivered from the air conditioning
system are in these manners controlled to vary with the
target blowoff temperature Tt as graphically depicted
in FIG. 7 of the drawings.

When, now, the temperature of the conditioned space
in a vehicle is maintained at a fixed value, the quantity
Qt of the heat delivered from the air conditioning sys-
tem is equal to the sum of the thermal loads of the vehi-
cle. In this instance, the thermal loads applied to the
vehicle include the heat Qr transmitted into or out of
the vehicle due to the difference between the atmo-
spheric temperature and the temperature in the condi-
tioned space of the vehicle, the heat Qv of ventilation
air, the heat Qs of solar and sky radiation, the heat Qm
radiated from the vehicle occupant or occupants, and
the heat Qg emitted from the engine and other heat-
generating instruments and devices of the vehicle. The
quantity Qt of the heat delivered from the air condition-
ing system is thus as

Qt=0r+ Qv+ 05+ Qm+Qg. Eq. |
This quantity of heat Qt is a function of the difference
between the temperature Tt of the air delivered from
the air conditioning system and the temperature Ti of
the conditioned air in the vehicle. On the other hand,
each of the thermal loads Qr and Qv is dictated by the
difference between the atmospheric temperature Ta and
the temperature Ti of the conditioned space in the vehi-
cle, while the thermal load Qs is determined by the
temperature Ts of solar and sky radiation. The loads
Qm and Qg can be practically deemed as substantially
unchanged. Thus, the above Equation 1 can be trans-
lated into the following equation of temperature equilib-
rium:

Tt=aTi+bTa+cTs+d Eq. 2
where a, b, ¢ and d are constants. Assuming, now, that
the temperature of the air delivered from the air condi-
tioning system when the temperature Ti of the condi-
tioned space in the vehicle has a predetermined value
Ti’ is denoted as Td’, the temperature Td' is given as

Td =a TV +bTatcTs+d. Eq. 3
From Equations 2 and 3, the target blowoff temperature
Tt at a given temperature Ti of the conditioned space
can be expressed in the form

Tt=Td +T. Eq. 4
where
T=a(Ti' - Ti) Eq. §

In the circuit arrangement illustrated in FIG. 4, the
target blowoff temperature calculating module 42 has
registered therein the values of the constants a, b, ¢ and
d and the temperature Ts of solar and sky radiation and
is programmed to base the calculation on the above
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Equations 3, 4 and 5 when supplied with the signals Dd,
Da and Di representative of the desired internal temper-
ature Td, the detected ambient temperature Ta and the
detected internal temperature Ti, respectively, of the
vehicle.

FIG. 8 of the drawings shows in the form of a flow-
chart the steps taken in the hereinbefore described cir-
cuit arrangement of FIG. 4.

When the air conditioning system is actuated to start,
the desired internal temperature Td, the detected ambi-
ent temperature Ta, the detected internal temperature
Ti, the detected angular position P of the air-flow pro-
portioning door 15 (FIG. 1) and the detected evapora-
tor temperature Te are registered in a first step 50. In
the first step 50 are further registered the piece of infor-
mation indicative of the position of the intake-air shift
door 5 in the system shown in FIG. 1, the piece of
information C indicated whether the refrigerant com-
pressor unit 10 in the system shown in FIG. 1 is in
operation or at rest and the piece of information A
indicating the person’s command to put the compressor
unit 10 into or out of operation. As previously de-
scribed, these pieces of informations S, C and A are
produced by the intake-air shift switch 38, the compres-
sor actuating switch 39, and the air conditioner switch
39', respectively, in the circuit arrangement illustrated
in FIG. 4. Out of the various pieces of information Td,
Ta, Ti, P, Te, S, C and A thus registered in the first step
50, the pieces of information representative of the de-
sired internal temperature Td, the detected ambient
temperature Ta and the detected internal temperature
Ti are processed in a second step 51 to calculate the
target blowoff temperature Tt at the function f(Td, Ta,
Ti) of the temperatures Td, Ta and Ti in accordance
with the previously shown Equations 3, 4 and 5. The
second step 51 is followed by a third step 52 to deter-
mine from the piece of information A registered in the
first step 50 whether or not the person in the space to be
air conditioned commands to put the compressor unit
10 into operation. If the answer in the third step 52 is in
the affirmative YES, the third step 52 proceeds to a
fourth step 53 in which the target blowoff temperature
Tt calculated in the second step 51 is compared with a
predetermined critical value Ttt so as to determine
whether or not the former is lower than the latter. If, in
this instance, the target blowoff temperature Tt is lower
than the predetermined critical value Ttt, a signal Dp’ is
produced in a fifth step 54, indicating the zero-degree
angular position Po of the air-flow proportioning door
15 (FIG. 1). If the target blowoff temperature Tt is
higher than the predetermined critical value Ttt, then a
signal Dp’ is produced in a sixth step 55, indicating a
desired angular position P’ of the air-flow proportioning
door 15 as the function gi(Tt) of the target blowoff
temperature Tt in accordance with the characteristic
indicated by the plot G in FIG. 5A. If, on the other
hand, the answer in the third step 52 is in the negative
NO, namely, the air conditioner switch 39’ is open, the
third step 52 proceeds to a seventh step 56 so as to
produce a signal Dp’ indicative of a desired angular
position P’ of the air-flow proportioning door 15 (FIG.
1) as the function g3(Tt) or the function g3(Tt) of the
target blowoff temperature Tt in accordance with the
characteristic indicated by the plot G; or the plot G3,
respectively, in FIG. 5B depending upon the piece of
information S registered in the first step 50.

When the person in the space to be air conditioned
commands to put the compressor unit 10 into operation,
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the above mentioned fifth and sixth steps 54 and 55 are
followed by eighth and ninth steps 57 and 58, respec-
tivelys. In the eighth step 57, signals De; and De; are
produced which are indicative of desired compressor
stop and start temperatures Ty and T2 as the functions
hi(Tt) and ha(Tt), respectively, of the target blowoft
temperature Tt lower than the predetermined critical
value Ttt in accordance with the temperature charac-
teristics indicated by the plots Hj and Hz in FIG. 6. On
the other hand, in the ninth step 58 are produced signals
De; and De2 which are indicative of desired compressor
stop and start temperatures T and T as the constants
hi(T11) and ha(Ttt), respectively, in accordance with
the temperature characteristics also indicated by the
plots H; and Hj in FIG. 6. The eighth or ninth step 57
or 58 is followed by a tenth step 59 to determine from
the piece of information C registered in the first step 50
whether or not the refrigerant compressor unit 10 (FIG.
1) is in operation. If the answer in the tenth step is in the
affirmative YES, the tenth step 50 proceeds to an elev-
enth step 60 in which the detected evaporator tempera-
ture Te is compared with the desired compressar stop
temperature T1 thus determined in the eighth step 57 or
ninth step 58. If, in this instance, the detected cvapora-
tor temperature Te is found higher than the desired
compressor stop temperature T1, a command signal Cc
is produced in a twelfth step 61, causing the refrigerant
compressor unit 10 in the system illustrated in FIG. 1to
remain operative. If, however, the detected evaporator
temperature Te is found lower than the desired com-
pressor stop temperature T1, the solenoid coil of the
solenoid-operated clutch of the refrigerant compressor
unit 10 is de-energized and as a consequence the com-
pressor unit 10 is brought to a stop. If, on the other
hand, the answer in the tenth step 59 is in the negative
NO, the tenth step 59 proceeds to a thirteenth step 62 in
which the detected evaporator temperature Te is com-
pared with the desired compressor start temperature
T2. If, in this instance, the detected evaporator tempera-
ture Te is found higher than the desired compressor
start temperature T2, the command signal Cc is pro-
duced in the twelfth step 61, causing the refrigerant
compressor 10 in the system illustrated in FIG. 1 to be
actuated to start. If, however, the detected evaporator
temperature Te is found lower than the desired com-
pressor stop temperature T2, the solenoid coil of the
solenoid-operated clutch of the refrigerant compressor
unit 10 is de-energized and as a consequence the com-
pressor unit 10 is to remain inoperative.

In the meantime, the desired angular position P’ of
the air-flow proportioning door 15 as determined in one
of the fifth, sixth and seventh steps 54, 55 and 56 is
compared in a fourteenth step 63 with the detected
angular position P registered in the first step 50. In the
fourteenth step 63 is thus produced a command signal
Cb on the basis of the difference between the detected
and desired angular posttions P and P’ of the door 15.
The solenoid-operated air-induction and vacuum induc-
tion valves 28 and 29 in the system illustrated in F1G. 1
are thus operated to drive the air-flow proportioning
door 15 to turn through an angle dictated by the com-
mand signal Cb until door 15 assumes the desired angu-
lar position P".

As will have been understood from the foregoing
description, the control device according to the present
invention is characterized in that the device has two
different modes of operation depending upon the target
blowoff temperature Ti calculated from the desired
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internal temperature Td, detected ambient temperature
Ta and detected internal temperature Ti of the vehicle.
When the target blowoff temperature Tt is lower than
the predetermined critical value Ttt, the air-flow pro-
portioning door 15 is maintained in the zero-degree
position thereof with respect to the heater unit 14 and,
furthermore the refrigerant compressor unit 10 is
brought to a stop and thereafter actuated to start at the
desired compressor stop and start temperatures T and
T2 which vary with the target blowoff temperature Tt.
When, on the other hand, the target blowoff tempera-
ture Tt is higher than the predetermined critical value
Ttt, the angular position of the air-flow proportioning
door 15 is controlled to vary with the target blowoff
temperature Tt and, furthermore, the refrigerant com-
pressor unit 10 is operated to automatically stop and
start at fixed temperatures independently of the target
blowoff temperature Tt. By reason of these two differ-
ent modes of operation, the duty factor of the air condi-
tioner compressor unit 10 is significantly reduced at
relatively low target blowoff temperatures and more
remarkably at relatively high target blowoff tempera-
tures. The control device according to the present in-
vention is thus adapted for the saving of the energy to
be consumed by an air conditioning system for automo-
tive use.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of controlling an air conditioning system
including a refrigerant evaporator unit, a refrigerant
compressor unit, a heater unit positioned downstream
of the evaporator unit and an air-flow proportioning
door positioned between the evaporator unit and the
heater unit and with respect to the heater unit movable
into and out of a predetermined angular position shut-
ting off the flow of air from the evaporator unit to the
heater unit, comprising the steps of

(1) producing signals and pieces of information, said
signals being respectively representative of a de-
sired temperature of the space to be air condi-
tioned, a detected atmospheric temperature, a de-
tected temperature of the air conditoned space, a
detected angular position of said air-flow propor-
tioning door, and a detected evaporator tempera-
ture of the air passed through said evaporator unit,
said pieces of information being respectively indic-
ative of the operative or inoperative condition of
said refrigerant compressor, and a command of a
person in the air conditioned space to put the re-
frigerant compressor unit into or out of operation,

(2) producing from the signals representative of the
desired temperature of the space to be air condi-
tioned, the detected atmospheric temperature and
the detected temperature of the air conditioned
space a target blowoff temperature of the air to be
delivered from said evaporator unit,

(3) comparing said target blowoff temperature with a
predetermined critical temperature for producing a
signal indicative of said predetermined angular
position of the air-flow proportioning door when
the target blowoff temperature is found lower than
said predetermined critical value or indicative of a
desired angular position of the door, said desired
angular position of the door being variable with
said target blowoff temperature,

(4) in the presence of said piece of information indi-
cating the person’s command to put said refrigerant
compressor into operation, producing from said
target blowoff temperature signals respectively
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representative of desired compressor stop and start
temperatures at which the compressor unit is to be
brought to a stop and thereafter actuated to start,
the desired compressor stop and start temperatures
being variable with said target blowoff tempera-
ture when the target blowoff temperature is lower
than said predetermined critical value and being
fixed when the target blowoff temperature is
higher than said predetermined critical value,

(5) comparing the signal representative of said de-
tected evaporator temperature with said signals
respectively representative of the desired compres-
sor stop and start temperatures for producing a
command signal to hold said compressor unit oper-
ative when the detected evaporator temperature is
found higher than the desired compressor stop
temperature with the piece of information indicat-
ing the operating condition of the refrigerant com-
pressor unit and to actuate the compressor unit to a
start when the detected evaporator temperature is
found higher than the desired compressor start
temperature with the piece of information indicat-
ing the inoperating condition of the refrigerant
compressor unit, the command signal bringing the
refrigerant compressor unit to a stop when the
detected evaporator temperature is found lower
than the desired compressor stop temperature with
the piece of information indicating the operating
condition of the refrigerant compressor unit, the
command signal further holding the refrigerant
compressor unit inoperative when the detected
evaporator temperature is lower than the desired
compressor start temperature with the piece of
information indicating the inoperating condition of
the refrigerant compressor unit, and

(6) in the presence of the signal representative of said
desired angular position, comparing the signal rep-
resentative of the desired angular position with the
signal representative of the detected angular posi-
tion of the air-flow proportioning door for produc-
ing a command signal indicative of the angular
position to which said air-flow proportioning door |
is to be moved.

‘2. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris-
ing the step of producing the signal representative of
said desired angular position as a first desired angular
position of said air-flow proportioning door when said
piece of information indicates the person’s command to
put said refrigerant compressor unit into operation and
said target blowoff temperature is found higher than
said predetermined critical value or, when the piece of
information indicates the person’s command to put the
refrigerant. compressor unit out of operation, a signal
representative of a second desired angular position of
the air-flow proportioning door and variable with said
target blowoff temperature, one of the signals represen-
tative of the first and second desired angular positions
being compared with the signal representative of said
detected angular position of the air-flow proportioning
door for producing said command signal indicative of
the angular position to which the air-flow proportion-
ing door is to be moved in the presence of the signal
representative of the first or second desired angular
position.

3. A method as set forth in claim 2, in which said air
conditioning system further includes a fresh air intake, a
recirculated air intake and a shift door operative to
selectively close one of the fresh and recirculated air
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intakes, the method further comprising the steps of
detecting the position of said shift door for producing a
signal representative of a third desired angular position
of the air-flow proportioning door when said piece of
information indicates the person’s command to put said
refrigerant compressor unit out of operation and con-
currently the position of said shift door is detected as
fully closing one of said air intakes, the signal represen-
tative of said second desired angular position being
produced when the piece of information indicates the
person’s command to put the refrigerant compressor
unit out of operation and concurrently said shift door is
detected to be in the position closing the other of said
fresh and recirculated air intakes, said third desired

5

angular position being variable with said target blowoff 15

temperature, one of the signals representative of the
first, second and third desired angular positions being
compared with the signal representative of said de-
tected angular position of the air-flow proportioning
door for producing said command signal indicative of
the angular position to which the air-flow proportion-
ing door is to be moved in the presence of the signal
representative of the first, second or third desired angu-
lar position.

4. A method as set forth in any one of claims 1 to 3,
in which said desired compressor start temperature is
constantly higher by a predetermined value than said
desired compressor stop temperature.

5. A control device of an air conditioning system
including a refrigerant evaporator unit, a refrigerant
compressor unit including electrically-operated actuat-
ing means, a heater unit positioned downstream of the
evaporator unit, an air-flow proportioning door posi-
tioned between the evaporator unit and the heater unit
and movable with respect to the heater unit into and out
of a predetermined angular position shutting off the
flow of air from the evaporator unit to the heater unit,
and electrically-operated door actuating means opera-
tive to drive said air-flow proportioning door to contin-
uously move out of and into said predetermined angular
position thereof, comprising:

means operative to produce signals respectively rep-
resentative of a desired temperature of the space to
be air conditioned, a detected atmospheric temper-
ature, a detected temperature of the air conditioned
space, a detected angular position of said air-flow
proportioning door, and a detected evaporator
temperature of the air passed through said evapora-
tor unit,

switch means operative to produce pieces of informa-
tion respectively indicative of the operative or
inoperative condition of said refrigerant compres-
sor unit, and a command of a person in the air
conditioned space to put the refrigerant compres-
sor unit into or out of operation,

a target blowoff temperature calculating module re-
sponsive to the signals representative of the desired
temperature of the space to be air conditioned, the
detected atmospheric temperature and the detected
temperature of the air conditioned space, the target
blowoff temperature calculating module being op-
erative to produce a signal representative of a tar-
get blowoff temperature of the air to be delivered
from said evaporator unit, the target blowoff tem-
perature being variable with the desired tempera-
ture of the space to be air conditioned, the detected
atmospheric temperature and the detected temper-
ature of the air conditioned space,
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a desired door-position calculating module respon-

sive to the signal from the target blowoff tempera-
ture calculating module and operative to compare
the target blowoff temperature with a predeter-
mined critical value for producing a signal indica-
tive of said predetermined angular position of said
air-flow proportioning door when the target blow-
off temperature is found lower than said predeter-
mined critical value or indicative of a desired angu-
lar position of the door, the signal representative of
the desired angular position of the door being vari-
able with the signal representative of said target
blowoff temperature,

a desired evaporator temperature calculating module

responsive to the signal from said target tempera-
ture calculating module and operative to produce
signals respectively representative of desired com-
pressor stop and start temperatures at which said
compressor unit is to be brought to a stop and
thereafter actuated to start in the presence of said
piece of information indicating the person’s com-
mand to put the refrigerant compressor into opera-
tion, the signals produced by the desired evapora-
tor temperature calculating module being variable
with the signal from said target temperature calcu-
lating module when the target blowoff temperature
is lower than said predetermined critical value and
being fixed when the target blowoff temperature is
higher than the predetermined critical value,

a door-position error detecting module responsive to

the signal from said desired door-position calculat-
ing module and the signal representative of the
detected angular position of said air-flow propor-
tioning door and operative to compare these sig-
nals with each other for supplying to said door
actuating means a command signal indicative of the
angular position to which said air-flow proportion-
ing door is to be moved, and

a temperature comparator module responsive to the

signals from said desired evaporator temperature
calculating module and the signal representative of
the detected evaporator temperature and operative
to compare the signal representative of the de-
tected evaporator temperature with the signals
representative of said desired compressor stop and
start temperatures for supplying to said actuating
means of the compressor unit a command signal
effective to hold the compressor unit operative
when the detected evaporator temperature is found
higher than the desired compressor stop tempera-
ture with the piece of information indicating the
operating condition of the refrigerant compressor
unit and to actuate the compressor unit to a start
when the detected evaporator temperature is found
higher than the desired compressor start tempera-
ture with the piece of information indicating the
inoperating condition of the refrigerant compres-
sor, said command signal bringing the refrigerant
CcOmpressor unit to a stop when the detected evapo-
rator temperature is found lower than the desired
compressor stop temperature with the piece of
information indicating the operating condition of
the refrigerant compressor unit, said command
signal further holding the refrigerant compressor
unit inoperative when the detected evaporator
temperature is found lower than the desired com-
pressor start temperature with the piece of infor-
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mation indicating the inoperating condition of the
refrigerant compressor.

6. A control device as set forth in claim § wherein
said desired door-position calculating module is opera-
tive to produce said signal representative of said desired
angular position as a first desired angular position of
said air-flow proportioning door when said piece of
information indicates the person’s command to put said
refrigerant compressor unit into operation and said
target blowofT temperature is found higher than said
predetermined critical value by the desired door-posi-
tion calculating module or, when the piece of informa-
tion indicates the person’s command to put the refriger-
ant compressor unit out of operation, a signal represen-
tative of a second desired angular position of the air-
flow proportioning door and variable with said target
blowofT temperature, said door-position error detecting
module being operative 10 compare one of the signals
representative of the first and second desired angular
positions with the signal representative of the detected
angular position of the air-flow proportioning door and
to supply to said door actuating means said command
signal indicative of the angular position to which the
air-flow proportioning door is to be moved in the pres-
ence of the signal representative of the first or second
angular position.

7. A control device as set forth in claim 6, in which
said air conditioning system further includes a fresh air
intake, a recirculated air intake and a shift door opera-
tive to selectively close one of the fresh and recirculated
air intakes and in which said switch means constitutes

5

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

20

first switch means, the control device further compris-
ing second switch means responsive to each of the posi-
tions of said shift door closing said fresh and recircu-
lated air intakes, said desired door-position calculating
module being operative to produce the signal represen-
tative of said second desired angular position when said
piece of information produced by the first switch means
indicates the person’s command to put said refrigerant
compressor unit out of operation and concurrently said
shift door is detected by said second switch means as
being in one of said positions thereof or a signal repre-
sentative of a third desired angular position of said air-
flow proportioning door when the piece of information
produced by the first switch means indicates the per-
son’s command to put the refrigerant compressor unit
out of operation and concurrently the shift door is de-
tected by said second switch means as being in the other
of said positions thereof, the signal representative of the
third desired angular position being variable with the
signal representative of said target blowoff temperature,
said door-position error detecting module being opera-
tive to compare one of the signals representative of the
first, second and third desired angular positions with the
signal representative of the detected angular position of
said air-flow proportioning door and to supply to said
door actuating means said command signal indicative of
the angular position to which the air-flow proportion-
ing door is to be moved in the presence of the signal
representative of the first, second or third desired angu-

lar position.
* * * * *



