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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR THE
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL OF VEHICLE
INTERIORS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an apparatus and method for the
environmental control of the interior space of a motor
vehicle and in particular to the maintenance of air tempera-
tures at predetermined temperature levels.

Most vehicles are now equipped with air conditioning and
heating systems for maintaining the air within the vehicle
passenger compartment at a set desired temperature value.

In order to maintain the temperature at the desired value
it is typically necessary to detect the ambient (external) air
temperature, the internal air temperature, mixed air tempera-
ture (that is the temperature of air immediately prior to
discharge into the vehicle interior) and to control the air flow
and distribution within the compartment based on the
detected parameters. More advanced systems also use a sun
sensor to detect the thermal load of the compartment.

The interior space temperature at various locations
depends on the thermal load of the interior space. It is
therefore difficult to obtain a representative value of the
temperature within a passenger compartment. The thermal
load of the interior space depends on the heat quantity
introduced thereinto or discharged therefrom due to differ-
ences in temperature between outside air temperature and
inside air temperature, the heat quantity absorbed thereinto
as solar heat, the heat radiated from the passengers bodies,
the heat quantity absorbed thereinto from the engine and
electrical equipment and the heat quantity introduced or
discharged therefrom due to the air-conditioning and heating
system. Furthermore, depending on the different
temperatures, air-flow speed and the direction of the airflow
introduced into the interior space, to maintain the appropri-
ate preset value it is necessary to determine the actual
interior space temperature.

In order to ideally monitor the heat distribution within the
passenger compartment it is necessary to use more than one
temperature sensor for control of the heating system in order
to maintain the appropriate preset temperature. Such a
temperature sensor is often connected to an air-pump, in
order to obtain a sufficient circulation of air around the
sensor. Even though an air-pump is used for circulating the
air around the temperature sensor, unreliable readings may
be obtained due to local heat sources e.t.c around the
temperature sensor. The control of the temperature in the
passenger compartment could therefore be severly affected,
especially if the control strategy basically is dependent on
the readings from the interior temperature sensor. Tempera-
ture sensors are also relatively expensive and produce noise
inside the vehicle. All of these things must be taken into
consideration when designing a climate control system,
therefore it is desirable to eliminate the interior space
temperature sensor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an environmental control
system for the interior of a motor vehicle in which the above
problems have been eliminated since the control system
does not use any temperature sensor within the vehicle
interior.

The system includes a control unit which is operative to
calculate a theoretical interior temperature T, based only
upon information from sensors sensing the external heat
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load on the compartment and the temperature of the air and
volume of air supplied to the compartment, and compares
this theoretical interior temperature T, with the preset tem-
perature T, calculates the difference AT,, and then con-
trols air flow and mixed temperature T,, to readjust or
maintain the interior temperature within the compartment at
the preset temperature Tq,,.

The inventive concept enables usage of temperature val-
ues only from temperature sensors so arranged that they are
naturally exposed by the conditioning and heating system to
a sufficient air-flow, thus enabling an accurate temperature
reading, and solar radiation sensor for the external heat load
sensed.

Accordingly there is provided an apparatus for environ-
mental control of the interior of a motor vehicle, the appa-
ratus comprising an ambient air temperature sensor for
monitoring ambient air temperature, a radiation sensor for
measuring the intensity of radiation entering the interior of
the vehicle, a mixed air temperature sensor for sensing the
temperature of air in the air flow from the fan to the
passenger compartment, at least one heat exchange to con-
trol the temperature of the air flow from the fan, a control for
setting the desired interior temperature and a control unit
connected to said sensors, fan, heat exchangers, and tem-
perature control and which is operative to calculate a theo-
retical interior temperature based on the ambient air
temperature, the mixed air temperature, radiation intensity,
and the air flow from the fan and to compare the calculated
theoretical temperature value with the preset temperature
value, calculates the difference and controls the airflow and
mixed temperature accordingly to achieve and maintain the
preset interior temperature.

There is also provided a method of environmental control
of the interior of a motor vehicle the vehicle having an
environmental control apparatus including a fan, a heat
exchanger which can vary the temperature of the airflow
from the fan, said method comprising:

presetting a desired interior temperature, detecting the

exterior ambient temperature of air external of the
vehicle, detecting a mixed air temperature of air in the
air flow from the fan to the interior of the vehicle, and
detecting the volume of air flow from the fan to the
interior of the vehicle, characterized in that the method
further includes detecting any radiant energy entering
the vehicle, and producing a theoretical interior tem-
perature value calculated from ambient air temperature,
mixed air temperature, radiant energy intensity, and
airflow comparing the theroretical temperature value
with the preset temperature value to produce a tem-
perature difference, which is utilized to control air flow
and mixed air temperature, in order to achieve and
maintain preset interior temperature.

The invention thus only uses information from sensors
sensing the external heat load on the compartment and the
temperature and volume of air supplied to the compartment
in order to control the heating of the air supplied to the
compartment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The invention will be described by way of example and
with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic layout of an environmental
control system according to the present invention for a
vehicle interior compartment,

FIG. 2 shows a function for calculating a start/previous
value for T,



5,810,078

3

FIG. 3 shows a function for controlling blower fan current
IF and mixed air temperature dependent on dT,.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S)

With reference to the drawings, there is illustrated in
schematic form an environmental control system for the
interior of a motor vehicle and, more specifically, an air
conditioning and heating system for the passenger compart-
ment of a vehicle.

Ducting 10 has an ambient air inlet 11 to receive ambient
air A from outside of the vehicle. The ducting 10 also has a
second inlet 12 to receive recirculated air R from within the
vehicle. The air can be drawn into ducting 10 by a blower
fan 13 which is driven by an electric motor.

The inducted air is then cooled by an evaporator 14
having a compressor 31, and then the cooled air passes over
a heat exchanger 15 which heats a portion of the air flow.
The amount of cooled air which is passed over the heat
exchanger is controlled by a gate valve 16 operated by a
motor 25. The heated air is remixed with the cooled air in a
mixing chamber 17 downstream of the gate valve 16 and is
discharged into a passenger compartment 19 via air distri-
bution system 18 and outlet ducts 21. The distribution
system 18 is controlled by a motor 22 to determine the air
distribution within the compartment 19. Air exits the interior
of the vehicle through exit ducts 20.

The ratio of recirculated air to fresh air entering the
ducting 10 is controlled by a second gate valve 23 operated
by a motor 24.

The operating conditions within the ducting are monitored
by a plurality of sensors. An ambient air temperature sensor
26 is located in the ambient air inlet 11, a mixed air
temperature sensor 27 is located in the mixing chamber 17,
and a cooled air temperature sensor 28 is located adjacent
the evaporator 14. A solar sensor 29 within the passenger
compartment measures the sun’s intensity and elevation.

The system is controlled by an electronic circuit including
micro processors. The control will be explained by means of
a block diagram. The ambient/recirculated air for the value
23 is controlled by a recirculation control 41. The fan 13 is
controlled by a fan control 42. The evaporator 14 and
compressor 31 are controlled by an air conditioning control
43. The gate valve 16 is controlled by a heat control 44. The
distribution system is controlled by the distribution control
45. All said controls 41-45 are connected to compartment
control 46 includes micro processor means.

The compartment control 46 is connected to a temperature
control 47 for presetting a desired interior temperature Tjg,,,
and is further connected to compartment temperature cal-
culator 48. The temperature calculator 48 includes micro-
processor means and is connected to the sensors 26, 27, and
29, and to the fan control 42 and air conditioning control 43.

The recirculation control 41 operates the motor 24 to
move the gate valve 23 depending upon the ambient air
temperature, the distribution system setting for distributing
air within the compartment 19,and the previous conditions
within the system. The control 41 can be manually overrid-
den. The fan control 42 controls the fan motor by controlling
the current to the motor and can be manually overridden.

The air conditioning control 43 is connected to the cooled
air sensor 28 and controls the evaporator 14 dependent upon
signals received from the compartment control 46. Again the
air conditioning control can be manually overridden.

The heat control 44 measures the mixed air temperature
via the sensor 27, detects the position of the gate valve 16,
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and controls the mixed air temperature by controlling the
position of the gate valve 16. The gate valve position can
vary between fully open and fully closed depending upon
the desired temperature of the mixed air.

The distribution control detects and controls the operative
condition of the distribution system so the desired outlet
ducts 21 are utilized.

The compartment temperature calculator 48 measures the
ambient air temperature T, through sensor 26, the mixed air
temperature T,, through sensor 27, the solar intensity S; and
solar elevation S through the solar sensor 29, the blower fan
current I and calculates a theoretical interior compartment
temperature T, allowing to the following calculation;

dTjdt=a 1Ty +b (T, T,. . . e T +E-cos(Sg)S—e T,
where:
e=al+b+c

Temperatures are in C°, Celsius degrees.

a—c are constants,

I is blower fan current in ampere (A),

T, and T,, are as above,

T, is the calculated interior space temperature,

S, is angle of elevation of the sun (the Zenith =90°),
S, is the solar intensity measured in W/m* ,

E has in general a cosine characteristic, but depends on
window angle and size,

f(T,; T4 ... ) is a function for calculating a start/previous
value for T, and can for example look like this: f(T,,,
T,. .. )=Q(T,)T,,. (see also FIG. 2)

The compartment control 46 compares the calculated,
temperature T, value with the preset desired temperature
T,,., and calculates a temperature difference AT,. The tem-
perature difference AT, is then used in combination with the
measured ambient temperature T,, mixed air temperature
T,,, blower fan current I and solar intensity S, and solar
elevation S, to calculate new values for the blower current,
mixed air temperature, distribution system condition,
ambient/recirculated gate valve position. These new values
are sent to the respective control units so that they can be
executed.

The control of the blower fan current I and the mixed air
temperature T,,, are controlled by the fan control unit (42)
and the heat control unit (44) where dT, is one of its
parameters and can preferably follow the relations depicted
in FIG. 3.

‘Where it is desired to operate the control system to control
the environment in a two zoned interior space for example,
a left zone and a right zone or front and rear zones, then said
equations are:

For the right (or front) zone,

dlyjdt=alp, Toy4brfs (T Tase - - )+ Ta+E cos( Sg) -Spfa(Sa+
§(Ty-Ty)-e T},
and for the left (or rear) zone,
dlfdt=a-Tp; Togtb (T, T, . HCT4+E cOS(Se) Syt (Sap+
g(T=Tp)-erTyy
where

e=alp+b+c

e=alpAb+c
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a-c and g are constants

I, is the blowerfan current (airflow) right side in ampere
(A)’

I, is the blowerfan current (airflow) left side in ampere
(A)’

T, is the ambient air temperature in degrees C°,

T,,, is the mixed air temperature right side in degrees
celsius (C°),

T, 1s the mixed air temperature left side in degrees
celsius (C°),

T,, is the right side calculated interior temperature in
degrees C°,

T,, is the left side calculated interior temperature in
degrees C°,

Sg is the angle of elevation of the sun in degrees (zenith
~90°),

S, is the solar intensity measured in W/m?,

E has in general a cosine characteristic, but depends on

window angle and size,

f1(Ty,,,Tss. - . ) is a function for calculating a start-/

previous value for T,,,
f2(Tas, Tase - . ) is a function for calculating a start-/
previous value for T,

£,(S4,) is a function for calculating the solarload of the

right side,

£,(S4,) is a function for calculating the solarload of the left

side.

The inventive apparatus and method is not limited to
environmental control of interiors of motor vehicles with
environmental control apparatuses entirely lacking the usage
of an interior temperature sensor. The control method could
preferably also be used together with an interior temperature
sensor, and then be used to improve the system performance
by achieving an average value between calculated interior
space temperature and the interior temperature measured by
the interior temperature sensor. Although the present inven-
tion has been described in relation to particular embodi-
ments thereof, many other variations and modifications and
other uses will become apparent to those skilled in the art.
It is preferred, therefore, that the present invention be
limited not by the specific disclosure herein, but only by the
appended claims.

We claim:

1. A method of environmental control of the interior of a
motor vehicle the vehicle having an environmental control
apparatus including a fan for supplying an air flow to the
interior of the vehicle and a heat exchanger which can vary
the temperature of the airflow from the fan, said method
comprising:

presetting a desired interior temperature, detecting the

exterior ambient temperature of air external of the
vehicle, detecting a mixed air temperature of air in the
air flow from the fan to the interior of the vehicle, and
detecting the volume of air flow from the fan to the
interior of the vehicle, detecting radiation energy enter-
ing the vehicle, and producing a theoretical interior
temperature value calculated from ambient air
temperature, mixed air temperature, radiation intensity
and airflow, and comparing the theoretical temperature
value with the preset temperature value to produce a
temperature difference, which is utilized to control air
flow and mixed air temperature in order to achieve and
maintain the desired preset interior temperature.

2. A control method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
radiation energy is solar energy.
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3. A control method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
solar energy is measured as a function of solar intensity and
solar elevation.

4. A control method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
calculated temperature is given by the following equation;

dTjdt=a I Thtb f(Tp,Ty. . . Ve Ta+E-cos(Sg ) S—e'T;

where:
e=al+b+c

Temperatures are in C°, Celsius degrees.
a—c are constants,
I is blower fan current in ampere (A),
T, is ambient air temperature and T,, is mixed air
temperature,
T, is the calculated interior space temperature,
S is angle of elevation of the sun (the Zenith =90°),
S, is the solar intensity measured in W/m?,
E has in general a cosinus characteristic, but depending on
window angle and size,
f(T,,T,. ..) is a function for calculating a start/previous
value for T,.
5. A control method as claimed in claim 3 for a two zoned
interior space, wherein calculated temperatures for two
zones are given by equations: for one zone,

dT, jdi=a T, Tp+0fy(Thy Ty -
&Ty=Tp)-e Ty,

e T +E-cos( Sg) “Spfa(Sa+

and for the second zone,

dTfdt=a-lpy Togt O fTasr T -
& (Ty=Ty)-er Ty

e Ta+Ecos(S g) SpfalSan+

where
e,=alp+btc

e=alpAb+c

a—c and g are constants

I, is the blowerfan current (airflow) , first zone,
ampere (A),

I, is the blowerfan current (airflow), second zone, in
ampere (A),

T, is the ambient air temperature in degrees C°,

T,,, is the mixed air temperature, first zone, in degrees
celsius ( C°),

T,,; is the mixed air temperature, second zone, in degrees
celsius (C°),

T,, is the, first zone, calculated interior temperature in

degrees C°,

T, is the, second zone, calculated interior temperature in
degrees C°,

Sg is the angle of elevation of the sun in degrees (Zenith
~90°),

S, is the solar intensity measured in W/m?,

E has in general a cosinus characteristic, but depending on
window angle and size,

£,(T,,5 T4, - . ) is a function for calculate a start-/previous
value for T,,,

fo(Tasr Las- - - ) is a function for calculate a start-/previous
value for T,

£,(S,4,) is a function for calculate the solarload of the first
zone,

in
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f,(S4p) is a function for calculate the solarload of the
second zone.
6. Apparatus for environmental control of the interior of
a motor vehicle, the apparatus comprising:

a fan supplying an air flow to the vehicle interior;

an ambient air temperature sensor for monitoring ambient
air temperature;

a radiation detector for measuring the intensity of radia-
tion entering the interior of the vehicle;

at least one heat exchanger to control the temperature of
the air flow from the fan;

mixed air temperature sensor for sensing the temperature
of air in the air flow from the fan to the vehicle interior;

preset means for presetting a desired interior temperature
value;

air flow control means for controlling the air flow from the
fan to the vehicle interior; and

a control unit connected to the ambient air temperature
and mixed air temperature sensors, the radiation detec-
tor and the heat exchanger for (i) calculating a theo-
retical interior temperature based on the ambient air
temperature, the mixed air temperature, the radiation
intensity, and the air flow from the fan, (i) comparing
the calculated theoretical temperature value with the
preset desired temperature value,,and (iii) controlling
the fan, the air flow control means and the heat
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exchanger in accordance with the difference between
the calculated theoretical temperature/value and the
preset desired temperature value to control air flow and
mixed temperature to achieve and maintain the preset
desired interior temperature value.

7. Apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the heat
exchanger comprises evaporator means for cooling the air
being supplied by the fan and a heater located downstream
of the evaporator for heating air directed thereto.

8. Apparatus as claimed in claim 7, wherein the air flow
control means includes distributor means for controlling the
percentage of cooled air which is directed to the heater in
order to achieve a desired mixed air temperature.

9. Apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein the evapo-
rator means includes an evaporator located downstream of
the fan, an evaporator temperature sensor for sensing the
temperature at the evaporator, a compressor connected to the
evaporator and an air conditioning control unit responsive to
the temperature sensor and to the control unit for controlling
the compressor to produce cooled air.

10. Apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the radiation
detector is a solar sensor.

11. Apparatus as claimed in claim 10,wherein the solar
sensor (29) measures the solar intensity (S,), the solar
elevation (Sz) and the solar azimuth (S,).

#* #* % #* #*
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