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AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM AND
METHOD OF CONTROLLING SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The present invention claims the priority date of copend-
ing U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/179,
236, filed Jan. 31, 2000.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to air conditioning
systems and, more specifically, to an air conditioning (A/C)
system and method of controlling the A/C system.

2. Description of the Related Art

It is known to provide an air conditioning (A/C) system
for a vehicle. Typically, the A/C system is used to control
cooling in an interior, cabin, or occupant compartment of the
vehicle. The A/C system generally includes a condenser,
compressor, evaporator, and expansion valve to remove heat
from air and cool the air to the occupant compartment. The
A/C system may include a desiccant dryer to remove mois-
ture from the air.

It is also known to provide a mechanism to regenerate
desiccant materials in the desiccant dryer by heating them
and boiling off water vapor. An example of desiccant air
conditioning for a motorized vehicle is disclosed in U.S. Pat.
No. 6,029,462 to Denniston. In this patent, a complicated
array of desiccant wheels and enthalpic wheels are required
to regenerate the desiccant materials. However, this is dif-
ficult to achieve from a packaging standpoint in a motor
vehicle. Also, in these systems, the only heat source suffi-
cient to burn off the water vapor is engine exhaust, which is
undesired.

An alternative to heating the desiccant materials of the
desiccant dryer is to use vacuum to boil off the water vapor.
A motor vehicle has vacuum available for most operating
conditions. However, in a vacuum strategy, an important
factor is the regeneration frequency. In order to boil off the
water vapor, it is necessary to cycle rapidly between adsorp-
tion and desorption stages. This is necessary because des-
orption is an endothermic process. In a near vacuum, there
is no mechanism to provide the heat required.

As a result, it is necessary to cycle the system according
to the equation:

e M0 * AMygporisaton

Mdesiccant * deemicam * (Tevap -32)

Otherwise, the water present in the desiccant dryer will ice
up and prevent further desorption. Therefore, there is a need
in the art to provide an air conditioning system and method
of controlling the air conditioning system to cycle the
desiccant dryer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is an air conditioning
(A/C) system for a vehicle. The A/C system includes an
evaporator, a desiccant dryer located downstream of the
evaporator, and a compressor fluidly connected to the evapo-
rator. The A/C system also includes a plurality of sensors to
provide inputs relating to temperature of the evaporator and
relative humidity of an occupant compartment of the
vehicle. The A/C system further includes an electronic
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2

control unit electrically connected to the sensors to receive
the inputs therefrom and electrically connected to the des-
iccant dryer and the compressor to turn the desiccant dryer
and the compressor On and Off to control the temperature
and relative humidity of air to the occupant compartment.

One advantage of the present invention is that an A/C
system having a desiccant dryer is provided t o control
relative humidity of air in an occupant compartment of a
vehicle. Another advantage of the present invention is that
the A/C system also includes a variable displacement com-
pressor Yet another advantage of the present invention is that
a method is provided for regeneration of a desiccant dryer of
the A/C system. Still another advantage of the present
invention is that the A/C system receives inputs from a
plurality of sensors such as a humidity sensor, sunload
sensor, temperature sensors, etc. and provides outputs to
cycle the desiccant dryer On and Off to regenerate the
desiccant materials.

Other features and advantages of the present invention
will be readily appreciated, as the same becomes better
understood, after reading the subsequent description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of an air conditioning
(A/C) system for a vehicle controlled by a method, accord-
ing to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of sensors of the A/C
system of FIG. 1 controlled by the method, according to the
present invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a desiccant dryer, accord-
ing to the present invention, for the A/C system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of another embodiment,
according to the present invention, of a desiccant dryer for
the A/C system of FIG. 1.

FIG. § is a perspective view of yet another embodiment,
according to the present invention, of a desiccant dryer for
the A/C system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method, according to the present
invention, of controlling the A/C system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a psychometric chart used in conjunction with
the method and A/C system of FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT(S)

Referring to the drawings and in particular FIGS. 1 and 2,
one embodiment of an air conditioning (A/C) system 10 is
shown for a vehicle (not shown) such as a motor vehicle. In
general, control of air temperature and air flow (and, to a
lesser extent, humidity) within the vehicle is accomplished
using various actuators to effect the temperature and flow of
air supplied to an interior, cabin, or occupant compartment
46 of the vehicle. The A/C system 10 includes an air
handling case or housing 12 and a variable speed blower
motor or fan 14 for moving air through the housing 12. The
A/C system 10 also includes an evaporator 16 disposed in
the housing 12 and spaced from the fan 14 to receive moving
air therethrough from the fan 14 and to cool the air. The A/C
system 10 also includes a desiccant dryer 18 spaced after or
downstream from the evaporator 16 to receive moving air
therethrough from the evaporator 16. The desiccant dryer 18
removes moisture or water vapor from the air. The A/C
system 10 includes a heater core 20 disposed in the housing
12 and spaced after or downstream from the desiccant dryer
18 to heat the air and a door 22 to allow or prevent moving
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air from the desiccant dryer 18 from passing through the
heater core 20. It should also be appreciated that the desic-
cant dryer 18 is located after the evaporator 16 because it is
the position of highest relative humidity in the A/C system
10 and the absorption rate of water vapor by standard
desiccant materials (e.g., silica gels) is a stronger function of
relative humidity than any other parameter (temperature or
ambient pressure).

The A/C system 10 also includes an expansion valve 22
fluidly connected to the evaporator 16 and a receiver dryer
24 fluidly connected to the expansion valve 22. The A/C
system 10 includes a condenser 26 fluidly connected to the
receiver dryer 24 and a compressor 28 fluidly interconnect-
ing the condenser 26 and the evaporator 16. The compressor
28 is preferably a 160 cc variable displacement swashplate
compressor. The A/C system 10 includes an electronically
controlled valve 30 connected to the compressor 28 to alter
the capacity of the compressor 28 by varying the pressure in
the crankcase of the compressor 28. The electronically
controlled valve 30 is preferably a pulse width modified
(PWM) 0.7 Amp solenoid device that allows discharge
pressure to bleed into the crankcase of the compressor 28. It
should be appreciated that by varying the PWM signal
properties increased bleed will cause the crankcase pressure
to increase.

It should also be appreciated that changing the crankcase
pressure adjusts the angle of the swashplate, thus reducing
the displacement of the compressor 28. It should further be
appreciated that refrigerant flows through the condenser 26,
compressor 28, evaporator 16, expansion valve 22, and
receiver dryer 24.

The A/C system 10 includes an electronic control unit 32
electrically connected to the electronically controlled valve
30. The electronic control unit 32 includes a microprocessor
(not shown) having an analog input section (not shown),
digital input section (not shown), digital output section (not
shown), and pulse width module (PWM) section (not
shown). The electronic control unit 32 is electrically con-
nected to an ignition switch (not shown), which is in turn,
electrically connected to a power source (not shown) such as
a battery of the vehicle. The electronic control unit 32
receives several inputs such as control setting input 34,
temperature input 36, relative humidity (rh) input 38, and
sun load input 40. It should be appreciated that the electronic
control unit 32 preferably continually monitors the state of
the ignition switch and the state of the A/C system 10. It
should also be appreciated that the A/C system 10 further
includes an arrangement of air flow doors that may be driven
by vacuum motors (not shown) between their various
vacuum, partial vacuum and no vacuum positions or by an
electric servomotor (not shown) in a conventional manner. It
should further be appreciated that each of the above com-
ponents is in communication with the housing 12 and
associated ducting (not shown) in order to control
temperature, the direction of air flow and the ratio of fresh
or intake air to recirculated air.

Referring to FIG. 2, the A/C system 10 includes a plurality
of sensors for monitoring the A/C system 10 and providing
signals to the electronic control unit 32. The sensors include
a plurality of temperature sensors to provide the temperature
input 36 and sun load input 40. The temperature sensors
include an ambient temperature sensor 42a, an evaporator
temperature sensor 42b, an outlet temperature sensor 42c,
and an occupant or cabin temperature sensor 42d, which are
representative of ambient (outside) air temperature, evapo-
rator outlet temperature, discharge air temperature, and
interior (cabin) temperature. The sensors also include a
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relative humidity sensor 44 to provide the rh input 38. The
relative humidity sensor 44 is located in the occupant
compartment or cabin 46 of the vehicle. The sensors include
a plurality of door position sensors to provide input to the
electronic control unit 32. The door position sensors include
a rear door position sensor 484 and a blend door position
sensor 48b. The sensors also include a blower flow rate
sensor 49 to provide input to the electronic control unit 32.
The sensors are electrically connected to the analog section
of the electronic control unit 32. It should be appreciated that
the sensors provide an analog input to the electronic control
unit 32.

The A/C system 10 includes a plurality of buttons (not
shown) set manually by the operator of the vehicle to
provide the control setting input 34 which is representative
of power (off), desired temperature (temp), air conditioning
(a/c), automatic control (auto), fan, defrost (def), mode, and
recirculation (recirc). The buttons are located in the occu-
pant compartment 46 of the vehicle and are electrically
connected to the digital input section of the electronic
control unit 32. It should be appreciated that the buttons
provide a digital input to the electronic control unit 32.

The A/C system 10 also includes a display (not shown) to
display information from the electronic control unit 32 such
as temperature, mechanisms on or actuated, etc. The display
is electrically connected to the digital output section of the
electronic control unit 32. The display may include a plu-
rality of lights (not shown) such as light emitting diodes
(LEDs) to indicate which buttons are on.

The A/C system 10 also includes a plurality of mecha-
nisms (not shown) such as actuators, motors, clutches and
solenoids to control various components of the A/C system
10 such as air flow doors, blower, a/c clutch, etc. The
mechanisms are electrically connected to the electronic
control unit 32. It should be appreciated that the electronic
control unit 32 controls the doors and the blower or fan 14
to regulate the temperature and flow of air into the cabin or
occupant compartment 46 of the vehicle. It should be
appreciated that, for automatic control of the temperature
and flow of air in the occupant compartment 46 of the
vehicle, the A/C system 10 monitors conditions within and
outside the occupant compartment 46 and generates signals
to control the plant actuators according to the conditions as
indicated by the sensors.

Referring to FIG. 3, the desiccant dryer 18 may be of a
carousel type having a carousel 50 with a plurality of,
preferably two, active chambers 52 and a regeneration
chamber 54. The desiccant dryer 18 includes a rotary motor
(not shown) to move the carousel 50 around to the regen-
eration position. The desiccant dryer 18 is located in the
housing 12 of the A/C system 10 and connected to a source
of vacuum for the regeneration chamber 54. It should be
appreciated that the motor is controlled by the electronic
control unit 32. It should also be appreciated that the
desiccant dryer 18 is compact and lightweight. It should
further be appreciated that the desiccant dryer 18 is able to
cycle rapidly and hold a partial vacuum.

Referring to FIG. 4, another embodiment of the desiccant
dryer 18 is shown. Like parts of the desiccant dryer 18 have
like reference numerals increased by one hundred (100). In
this embodiment, the desiccant dryer 118 may be of a plate
type having a plurality of plates 156 forming a plurality of,
preferably four, active chambers 158 and two regeneration
chambers 160. The airflow is closer to the regeneration
chambers 160. The desiccant dryer 118 includes a linear
motor (not shown) to move plates 162 to have heat transfer
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from the active chambers 158 to the regeneration chambers
160. The desiccant dryer 118 is located in the housing 12 of
the A/C system 10 and connected to a source of vacuum for
the regeneration chambers 160. It should be appreciated that
the motor is controlled by the electronic control unit 32. It
should also be appreciated that the desiccant dryer 118 is
compact and lightweight. It should further be appreciated
that the desiccant dryer 118 is able to cycle rapidly and hold
a partial vacuum.

Referring to FIG. 5, yet another embodiment of the
desiccant dryer 18 is shown. Like parts of the desiccant
dryer 18 have like reference numerals increased by two
hundred (200). In this embodiment, the desiccant dryer 218
may be of a plate and tube type having a plurality of tubes
264 forming a plurality of, preferably four, active chambers
and a plurality of tubes 266 forming a plurality of, preferably
four, regeneration chambers. The desiccant dryer 218 is
located in a cavity (not shown) in the ceiling or roof (not
shown) of the vehicle or under the seats (not shown) of a
driver and passenger occupant (not shown). The desiccant
dryer 218 may include a perforated ceiling 268 if mounted
in the roof of the occupant compartment 46. It should be
appreciated that, although efficiency is lost due to the lower
relative humidity in the vehicle, the cabin or occupant
compartment 46 has more room to accommodate the des-
iccant dryer 218. It should also be appreciated that the tubes
266 are connected to a source of vacuum. It should further
be appreciated that the desiccant dryer 218 is able to cycle
rapidly and hold a partial vacuum.

Referring to FIG. 6, a method, according to the present
invention, of controlling the A/C system 10 is shown. The
method starts or begins in block 300. The temperature
sensors, in car humidity sensor, the blend/fresh air door
position sensors, blower motor speed sensor, and sun load
sensors are used by the method to calculate the total thermal
or heat load in block 300. The thermal load can be approxi-
mated by direct calculation, but it is more common to
calculate a pseudo-load number, termed the Valavg, as
follows:

Valavg=Offset-K1*Sun+K2*T, +K3*T_,, ,+K4*T

ser cabin

The method advances to block 302 and the total heat load
on the A/C system 10 is used by the method to calculate a
target evaporator outlet temperature (T,,,,) in block 302.
This can be done, again by direct calculation from the
thermal load, or more commonly by a look-up table based on
the Valavg as follows:

Valavg Tevap
50 35
100 80
130 85
195 160

In block 304, the target evaporator outlet temperature is
used to calculate HR,,,,. Using the dew point from a
psychometric chart as illustrated in FIG. 7, it is possible to
deduce the corresponding humidity ratio:

HRy,v,,~fpsych-chart(T,, )

In block 306, the method calculates the humidity ratio
(HR_,.;,) in the cabin or occupant compartment 46. The
humidity ratio (HR_,.,;,) in the occupant compartment 46
can also be determined from psychometric calculations or
appropriate approximations:
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HR , pin=fpsych-chart(Tqpin Rhcapin)

If the humidity ratio calculated for the occupant compart-
ment 46, as illustrated in FIG. 7, is greater than 0.009
kg, .ror/KE,ir» there is a need to reduce the humidity in the
occupant compartment 46. This is achieved by conditioning
the air into the occupant compartment 46. A simplified
method is as follows (an offset humidity ratio of 0.008 is
used to ensure convergence around 0.009):

HIR feyireq=0.008~(HR 1 ,~0.009)

Comparing the two humidity ratios, it is possible to
determine whether or not the desiccant dryer 18,118,218 is
required. If HRg,,,, is greater that HR,.,., then the
desiccant dryer 18,118,218 needs to be activated. If the
difference is greater than the desiccant dryer 18,118,218 is
capable of, then the evaporator exit temperature (T
needs to be reduced.

In block 308, the method calculates the difference in
humidity ratio (AHR) between blocks 304 and 306 as
follows:

evap)

AHR=HR ;o ~HR,

evap

The method then advances to block 310 and determines
whether AHR is greater than a predetermined value such as
zero. If so, the method then advances to block 312 and turns
the desiccant dryer 18,118,218 Off and the compressor 28
On.

If not, the method advances to diamond 314 and deter-
mines whether AHR is less than a maximum predetermined
value (AHR,,..). AHR,, .. is a value determined from the
capacity of the desiccant dryer 18,118,218 as follows:

AHR,,, =(dmo/d)/(dm,;,/dt)

Where: dm,,,/dt=Humidity removal capacity of the des-
iccant dryer/hr; and
dm,,,,/dt=Air flow rate.
If so, the method then advances to block 316 and turns the
desiccant dryer 18,118,218 On and the compressor 28 On.
If not, the method advances to block 118 and recalculates
the evaporator outlet temperature (T,,,,,). The new evapo-
rator outlet temperature is determined by the dewpoint of the
sum of HR .., and AHR,, . as follows:

1
Tevapmodifiea=t [nych—chart(HRdexired-"AHRmax)

The method then advances to block 320 and turns the
desiccant dryer 18, 118, 218 On and the compressor 28 On.
It should be appreciated that the electronic control unit 32
turns the compressor On and Off via an electromagnetic
clutch, which controls the outlet evaporator temperature via
the valve 30. It should also be appreciated that by turning the
desiccant dryer 18, 118, 218 On, the regeneration chambers
are connected to vacuum to boil off the water vapor from the
desiccant materials therein. It should further be appreciated
that, as illustrated in FIG. 7, using a standard A/C loop, the
A/C system 10 with the compressor 28 can cool the air to
point #4 and then using the desiccant dryer 18, 118, 218 to
isothermally dehumidify the air to point #1.

The present invention has been described in an illustrative
manner. It is to be understood that the terminology, which
has been used, is intended to be in the nature of words of
description rather than of limitation.

Many modifications and variations of the present inven-
tion are possible in light of the above teachings. Therefore,
within the scope of the appended claims, the present-
invention may be practiced other than as specifically
described.
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What is claimed is:

1. An air conditioning (A/C) system for a vehicle com-
prising:

an evaporator,

a desiccant dryer located downstream of said evaporator;

a compressor fluidly connected to said evaporator;

a plurality of sensors to provide inputs relating to tem-
perature of said evaporator and relative humidity of an
occupant compartment of the vehicle; and

an electronic control unit electrically connected to said
sensors to receive the inputs therefrom and electrically
connected to said desiccant dryer and said compressor
to turn said desiccant dryer and said compressor On and
Off to control the temperature and relative humidity of
air to the occupant compartment.

2. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
compressor is a variable displacement compressor.

3. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
sensors include a sunload sensor disposed in the occupant
compartment.

4. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein By said
sensors include a blend door position sensor.

5. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
sensors include an ambient temperature sensor.

6. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
sensors include an interior temperature sensor disposed in
the occupant compartment.

7. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
sensors include a relative humidity sensor disposed in the
occupant compartment.

8. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
sensors include an evaporator temperature outlet sensor.

9. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
sensors include a blower fan sensor.

10. An A/C system as set forth in claim 1 including a pulse
width modification valve connected to the compressor and
electrically connected to said electronic control unit.

11. A method of controlling an air conditioning (A/C)
system for a vehicle comprising:
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providing an evaporator, a desiccant dryer located down-
stream of the evaporator, and a compressor fluidly
connected to the evaporator;

receiving a plurality of sensed inputs from sensors relat-

ing to temperature of the evaporator and relative
humidity of an occupant compartment of the vehicle;
and

controlling the temperature and relative humidity of air to

the occupant compartment based on the received inputs
by turning the desiccant dryer and the compressor On
and Off.

12. A method as set forth in claim 11 including the step of
calculating a thermal load on the vehicle prior to said step of
controlling.

13. A method as set forth in claim 12 including the step
of calculating an evaporator temperature outlet of the evapo-
rator and deriving a humidity ratio out of the evaporator.

14. A method as set forth in claim 13 including the step
of calculating the humidity ratio of the occupant compart-
ment of the vehicle.

15. A method as set forth in claim 14 including the step
of calculating a difference in the humidity ratio between the
evaporator and the occupant compartment.

16. A method as set forth in claim 15 including the step
of determining whether the difference in the humidity ratio
is greater than zero.

17. A method as set forth in claim 16 including the step
of turning the desiccant dryer Off and the compressor On if
the difference in the humidity ratio is greater than zero.

18. A method as set forth in claim 16 including the step
of determining whether the difference in the humidity ratio
is less than a humidity ratio maximum value.

19. A method as set forth in claim 18 including the step
of turning the desiccant dryer On and the compressor On if
the difference in the humidity ratio is less than the humidity
ratio maximum value.

20. A method as set forth in claim 19 including the step
of recalculating the evaporator outlet temperature of the
evaporator.



