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1
VEHICLE COOLING/HEATING CIRCUIT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates in general terms to a
cooling/heating circuit for a vehicle and especially but not
exclusively for a vehicle with an electric motor fed by a fuel
cell.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In a generally customary manner, a cooling/heating circuit
comprises a cooler, which serves to give off heat to the
environment. For this purpose, the assembly to be cooled,
e.g. the engine or a fuel cell, is brought into thermal
interaction with a coolant fluid, whether directly or via a
further heat exchanger circuit, the fluid generally being
conveyed in the cooling/heating circuit by a pump driven
mechanically or by an electric motor. To heat the interior of
the motor vehicle, a heat exchanger is conventionally either
integrated directly into the cooling/heating circuit or, as in
solutions which are already known, a secondary circuit
which transfers the heat from the cooling/heating circuit to
a heating element is provided for heating purposes. An
arrangement of this kind is described, for example, in EP-0
638 712.

However, it has recently been found that, particularly in
the case of electric vehicles with a fuel cell that have a high
mechanical driving power, the entire heat output to be
dissipated can only be removed by a single cooler at
considerable expense, if at all. In the case of the above-
mentioned vehicles especially, there is a striking difference
compared to vehicles driven by internal combustion engines
since waste heat can be dissipated to only a minimal extent
by means of the exhaust gas, if at all. Another problem
results from the fact that not only is the heat output to be
dissipated high and the installation space small, but also the
temperature level requirements for the individual assemblies
to be cooled vary very widely. For example, the operating
temperature of a fuel cell is currently about 80° C., while
condensers for exhaust gases or a connected air-conditioning
system, for example, which are integrated into the cooling/
heating circuit, require significantly lower temperatures.

Cooling/heating circuit systems have therefore recently
been developed which have two constituent circuits which
are, at least in part, at different temperatures and each
contain at least one cooler in order in each case to cool at
least one assembly. Such a cooling/heating circuit of the
generic type in accordance with the preamble of claim 1 is
disclosed in “Warmeubertrager im
Brennstoffzellenfahrzeug—neue Anwendungen und
Anforderungen” [Heat exchangers in fuel-cell vehicles—
new applications and requirements],
Brennstoffzellenfahrzeuge, Haus der Technik, Nov. 30,
1999. In the case of the concept disclosed here, a high-
temperature coolant circuit is used to cool the fuel cell and
the intercooler, if the latter is embodied as a liquid-cooled
heat exchanger, while a low-temperature circuit cools the
exhaust-gas condenser and other electronic components,
where appropriate. Each of the circuits has a separate cooler,
the low-temperature cooler being arranged upstream of the
high-temperature cooler in terms of airflow. However, since
in general the installation space available in vehicles is very
limited, there is a problem both with integration and with
heat dissipation in a vehicle since separate control and
driving means are required for each constituent circuit. As
stated by the authors, the solution described is accordingly
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to be regarded only as a concept proposal, and there is the
further proviso that, in general, it would probably only be
possible to provide a solution for small-category fuel-cell
vehicles.

It is therefore the object of the present invention to specify
a cooling/heating circuit which, while requiring less instal-
lation space, can also be integrated into vehicles in higher
categories, especially those with a high mechanical power.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, the above object is achieved,
in the case of a cooling/heating circuit of the generic type
with at least two constituent circuits which are, at least in
part, at different temperatures and each contain at least one
cooler in order in each case to cool at least one assembly, by
virtue of the fact that the constituent circuits are coupled
fluid-mechanically to one another. In other words, there is an
interrelationship at least as regards the flow in the constitu-
ent circuits involved, resulting in simplified common control
of the respective constituent circuits and/or a fluid drive for
the respective constituent circuits that requires less instal-
lation space. Any further auxiliary circuits, e.g. a thermo-
dynamic air-conditioning circuit, a conventional and/or ther-
modynamic heating circuit and the like can optionally be
coupled to either of the constituent circuits, although these
additional circuits should not be thought of as constituent
circuits according to the definition given in the above
description and the attached claims.

The constituent circuits are advantageously coupled to
one another either by means of a common pump, two pumps
with a common drive or by means of a device that, on the
basis of the flow in one constituent circuit, brings about flow
in another constituent circuit. Although the use of just one
pump allows a design that takes up a minimal amount of
installation space, a considerable amount of installation
space can still be saved if use is made of two pumps with a
common drive. In addition to coupling by means of one or
more pumps, there is a large number of further ways of using
fluid flow in one circuit to bring about fluid flow in another
circuit. Purely by way of example, mention will be made
here of means based essentially on the principle of an ejector
pump, and of a turbine, which, when arranged in one of the
constituent circuits, allows mechanical power transmission
to a pumping medium in another constituent circuit.

In a preferred embodiment, there is not only coupling in
terms of flow but also thermal coupling, thus allowing
temperature transfer and, in this context, it is possible, in
particular, to use a common line section. The possibility of
temperature transfer from one constituent circuit to another,
in particular from a constituent circuit at a lower temperature
to a constituent circuit at a higher temperature, advanta-
geously makes it possible to compensate for thermal peaks
in the constituent circuit at higher temperature or to provide
a region at moderate temperature in the latter. It should be
mentioned that the thermal coupling can be provided either
by mixing fluid or without exchanging fluids, e.g. by means
of a heat exchanger.

In order to take account of the respective operating states
of the assemblies to be cooled and/or constituent circuits, the
coupling in terms of flow and/or the temperature transfer
between the constituent circuits can be made controllable.
This control can be achieved in a particularly simple manner
by means of adjustable valves, although other means, e.g.
transmissions with various transmission ratios, are also
possible where, for example, two pumps with a common
drive are provided.
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In a particularly preferred embodiment, the fluid-
mechanical and/or temperature coupling takes the form of
one constituent circuit acting as a control circuit for the other
constituent circuit. If, for example, a low-temperature circuit
is provided as a control circuit for a high-temperature circuit,
an appropriately arranged metering valve can be used to take
fluid from a temperature circuit at high temperature to
enable it to be cooled significantly in the low-temperature
constituent circuit, so that this lower-temperature fluid can
be fed back into the original constituent circuit.

In a particularly preferred embodiment of the present
invention, at least one of the assemblies to be cooled
comprises a fuel cell, which is associated with one of the
constituent circuits via a heat exchanger, for example. Most
currently available fuel cells require the use of deionized
water, leading to the use at present of an auxiliary circuit
with a heat exchanger.

It is furthermore advantageous if at least one of the
assemblies to be cooled is an air-conditioning condenser,
which is, in particular, arranged at the coolest point in the
cooling/heating circuit. It is a well-known fact that air-
conditioning condensers require a relatively low tempera-
ture level, for which reason air-conditioning systems have
generally not been provided in fuel-cell vehicles up to now.
However, since high-class vehicles with a correspondingly
high engine output are now in demand, it is necessary in
terms of vehicle comfort to provide an air-conditioning
system for such vehicles.

It is advantageous if at least two, in particular in each case
two, assemblies to be cooled from the group comprising the
intercooler, the fuel cell or fuel-cell heat exchanger, the
exhaust-gas condenser and the fuel cooler, are connected
directly in series in a constituent circuit. In particular, it is,
for example, advantageous if the intercooler and fuel cells
are connected directly in series since, ideally, the air to be
fed to the fuel cell should be approximately at the operating
temperature of the fuel cell. The same applies to the fuel
cooler and it is therefore advantageous to connect it in series
with the intercooler and/or the fuel cell.

It is advantageous for at least two, in particular three,
assemblies to be cooled which have a low heat output and/or
require a low temperature level to be provided in parallel in
one of the constituent circuits. In particular, these assemblies
can be an intercooler, an air-conditioning condenser, a fuel
cooler, an inverter or even the electric motor itself.

Since certain assemblies to be cooled, e.g. the air-
conditioning condenser, the exhaust-gas condenser and the
intercooler require relatively low temperatures and/or a
relatively small cooling capacity, it is preferred that at least
one, in particular two, of the above-mentioned assemblies
should be connected upstream of the assembly to be cooled
with the highest heat output, which will usually be the fuel
cell in the case of a fuel-cell vehicle.

To enable the different temperature levels of the constitu-
ent circuits coupled in terms of flow, which can optionally
also be coupled thermally subject to certain conditions, to be
exploited in an optimum manner, it is preferred that at least
one, in particular two, assemblies to be cooled which have
a low heat output and/or require a relatively low
temperature, selected from the group comprising the air-
conditioning condenser, the exhaust-gas condenser and the
intercooler for example, is/are arranged in a constituent
circuit which does not contain the assembly to be cooled
with the highest heat output.

Finally it is preferred that the coolers in different con-
stituent circuits should be arranged in separate air ducts. In

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

the case of two constituent circuits, for example, it would be
possible to arrange the cooler of the low-temperature con-
stituent circuit in a decentralized manner, i.e. at a different
location from that of the conventional cooler in known
vehicles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantages and features of the invention will
emerge from the following description of a number of
currently preferred embodiments, which is given with ref-
erence to the attached drawings, is provided purely by way
of illustration and is not intended to restrict the invention. In
the drawings:

FIG. 1 gives a systematic view of a cooling/heating circuit
as a preferred embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 2 shows a slightly modified embodiment compared
with that in FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 shows a variant of the embodiment in FIG. 1,

FIG. 4 shows an alternative preferred embodiment of a
cooling/heating circuit according to the invention,

FIG. 5 shows yet another variant of the embodiment in
FIGS. 1 to 4,

FIG. 6 shows a possible fluid-mechanical coupling
between constituent circuits in detail, based on the principle
of an ejector pump,

FIG. 7 shows a preferred embodiment of a cooling/
heating circuit according to the invention, one constituent
circuit being designed as a control circuit for another con-
stituent circuit,

FIG. 8 shows a variant embodiment of that in FIG. 7, and
FIG. 9 shows yet another preferred embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows the systematic structure of a preferred
embodiment of a cooling/heating circuit according to the
invention. The cooling/heating circuit shown here is
intended for a fuel-cell vehicle and is therefore used prima-
rily to cool a fuel cell 1. Together with a system of lines, a
pump 9, an expansion tank 2 and a heat exchanger 11, the
fuel cell 1 forms an assembly to be cooled. Fuel cells which
are currently available commercially are operated at tem-
peratures between 80° C. and 85° C., the heat output to be
dissipated corresponding approximately to the electrical
power that can be obtained. In order therefore to cool the
assembly 10 including the fuel cell 1, the heat exchanger 11
has connected to it a first constituent circuit 30, which has
a cooler 31. The cooler 31 is subjected in the conventional
manner to ambient air, a fan being provided in the customary
manner to ensure sufficient air exchange. The fluid emerging
from the cooler 31 should have a temperature of no more
than 75° C., preferably about 60° C. The fluid contained in
the first constituent circuit 30, which can be a mixture of
water and glycol for example, is moved by a feed pump 39.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, the first constitu-
ent circuit 30 furthermore contains an expansion tank 2, the
electric motor 32 to be cooled, including the inverter asso-
ciated with it, and a heating heat exchanger 33 by means of
which the interior of the vehicle can be heated. Finally, the
first constituent circuit 30 also contains a bypass line, which
can be controlled by means of a three-way temperature valve
36 to enable the fuel cell 1 to reach the desired operating
temperature more quickly during a starting phase of the
vehicle.
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The cooling/heating circuit illustrated in FIG. 1 further-
more comprises a second constituent circuit 20, which is
provided with a decentralized cooler 21, i.e. the cooler 21
does not interact in terms of air flow with the cooler 31 of
the first constituent circuit. The condenser 22 of an air-
conditioning system (not shown) is connected downstream
of the cooler 21. Once the fluid in the second constituent
circuit 20, which in the present case is identical with the fluid
in the first constituent circuit 20, has passed through the
condenser 22, it is fed into the first constituent circuit 30
upstream of the pump 39 in said circuit, the pump 39 thus
acting both on the first constituent circuit 30 and on the
second constituent circuit 20 on the inlet side. Following the
pump 39, the two constituent circuits 20, 30 branch again, a
3-way metering valve 38 being provided in the embodiment
illustrated, allowing the fluid to be distributed in a controlled
manner between the two constituent circuits. Between the
metering valve 38 and the pump 39, the two component
streams flow in a common line section 37', with the result
that the two constituent circuits are at essentially the same
temperature after the metering valve 38, this temperature
being in a range between the outlet temperatures of the two
coolers 21, 31, preferably less than 60° C.

The fluid in the second constituent circuit 20 then passes
through an intercooler 23, which is intended to cool the air
used to feed the fuel cell 1, which has first of all been
compressed and therefore heated up. The fluid, which has
been heated only slightly by the intercooler since the latter
generally has a heat output of 5 kW, then passes into an
exhaust-gas condenser 24, which is provided for the purpose
of cooling the air emerging from the fuel cell 1, allowing the
vapor absorbed from the fuel cell to be condensed (for use
in steam reforming for the preparation of the fuel for the fuel
cell). After passing through the exhaust-gas condenser 24,
the fluid reaches an expansion tank 2 and, finally, a fuel
cooler 25, before the second constituent circuit 20 returns to
the cooler 21. The fuel cooler 25 is provided for the purpose
of cooling the fuel coming, for example, from a steam
reforming process to the operating temperature of the fuel
cell 1.

The concept illustrated in FIG. 1 thus makes it possible to
provide the various assemblies to be cooled at the desired
temperatures and with the required cooling capacity, using
just one pump 39. In particular, it is possible to keep the
condenser 22 of the air-conditioning system at temperatures
of below 60° C. and to keep the exhaust-gas condenser at
temperatures of around or below 60° C. In the description
that follows, purely illustrative figures for temperature and
power are given for the various assemblies in the individual
constituent circuits 20, 30. In the first constituent circuit 30,
the temperature on the outlet side of the cooler 31 is about
60° C. The electric motor 32 with its associated inverter
provides a heat output of about 20 kW, with the result that
the temperature is then below about 70° C. The heat output
of the heat exchanger 11 is about 60 kW, giving rise to a
temperature of about 80° C. at the outlet. This temperature
is sufficient for the heating heat exchanger to heat the
interior of the vehicle when required. The cumulative heat-
ing power in the first constituent circuit 30 is thus about 80
kW; this heat output can be dissipated by available coolers,
thus allowing a standard cooler to be used for the cooler 31.

In the second constituent circuit, the outlet temperature of
the cooler 21 is slightly lower, e.g. about 45° C. This
temperature makes it possible to dissipate heat from the
condenser 22 of the air-conditioning system in a suitable
manner. The condenser 22 provides a heat output of about 10
kW, with the result that the temperature of the coolant fed
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into the first constituent circuit 30 upstream of the pump 39
is below that at the outlet end of the cooler 31. At the 3-way
control valve 38, some of the coolant is in turn removed,
with the common line section 37' leading to a homogeneous
temperature, which is likewise below the outlet temperature
of the cooler 31. For example, the temperature in the
constituent circuit 20 after the branch can thus be about 55°
C. The intercooler 23 provides a heat output of about 5 kW,
with the result that the temperature after it is below 60° C.,
this temperature being well suited to satisfactory cooling of
the exhaust-gas condenser. The exhaust-gas condenser pro-
vides a heat output of about 20 kW, with the result that the
temperature after it is about 70° C. Before the coolant
reaches the cooler 21 again, it passes through the fuel cooler
25, which provides a heat output of about 1 kW. The person
skilled in the art will recognize that the overall concept
accordingly allows improved handling of the heat output to
be dissipated, and the amount of space required is minimal,
especially since just one pump is required to drive both
constituent circuits 20, 30. The 3-way metering valve 38
moreover makes it possible to adjust the overall system to an
extremely wide range of operating states of the individual
assemblies to be cooled, allowing cooling capacity available
in the second constituent circuit 20 to be transferred to the
first constituent circuit 30 and vice versa.

FIG. 2 shows a slightly modified embodiment compared
with that shown in FIG. 1. The basic structure of the
cooling/heating circuit shown in FIG. 2 corresponds essen-
tially to that shown in FIG. 1, and the description of the
individual assemblies and components will therefore not be
repeated where these correspond, and the same applies to the
description of the other figures. In contrast to FIG. 1, the
exhaust-gas condenser in the case of the embodiment shown
in FIG. 2 is arranged after the condenser 22 for the air-
conditioning system. By arranging the exhaust-gas con-
denser 24 in this subsection of constituent circuit 20, which
will always be at a lower temperature than constituent circuit
30, satisfactory condensation of the exhaust gases can be
maintained at all times, even if the fuel cell is being operated
in the maximum-load range and the temperature of the first
constituent circuit 30 is slightly high overall, compared with
that described above.

FIG. 3 shows another preferred embodiment of a pre-
ferred cooling/heating circuit, a first constituent circuit 30
with corresponding assemblies and a second constituent
circuit 20, likewise with corresponding assemblies, being
provided as in the two preceding embodiments. In contrast
to the preceding embodiments, however, there is no mixing
between the fluids in the two constituent circuits, allowing
different coolants to be used in the two constituent circuits
20, 30 in this embodiment. According to the invention,
however, the two circuits are coupled in terms of flow since
a turbine 39" is arranged after the pump 39 in the first
constituent circuit 30 and can drive a pumping medium 29
in the second constituent circuit 20 by mechanical power
transmission. The person skilled in the art should be aware
that a transmission (not shown) can be provided between the
turbine 39" and the pumping medium 29 in order to effect
controlled coupling in terms of flow. In addition to the
possibility of using different fluids, the embodiment illus-
trated in FIG. 3 also has the advantage that the temperature
in the second constituent circuit 20 can be kept at a lower
level overall, although this also has the effect that it is not
possible for peak outputs in the first constituent circuit 30 to
be covered by cooling capacity in the second constituent
circuit 20.

In the case of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, the
fluid-mechanical coupling is provided by two pumps 29, 39',
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which can act on the respective fluids by means of a
common drive. As also in the case of the embodiment shown
in FIG. 3, a transmission can be provided between the drive
and at least one or both of the respective pumps to enable the
flow velocities in the two constituent circuits to be set in a
controllable manner. In this embodiment, the saving of
installation space is achieved substantially by means of the
common drive for the two pumps 29, 39'. Otherwise, the
same advantages in terms of thermodynamics obtain as in
the case of the embodiment shown in FIG. 3.

The embodiment illustrated in FIG. § represents a slight
modification of the embodiment shown in FIG. 4. In this
embodiment, there is not only the fluid-mechanical coupling
but also thermal coupling, without mixing of the fluids
taking place however. In order to establish the thermal
coupling, the two constituent circuits 20, 30 interact by
means of a heat exchanger 28. This embodiment thus makes
it possible to use different fluids in the constituent circuits
although, in contrast to the embodiments shown in FIGS. 3
and 4, thermal peaks in the constituent circuit 30 can be
covered by cooling capacity in constituent circuit 20. In
order to ensure satisfactory condensation in the exhaust-gas
condenser 24, irrespective of operating states, this condenser
could, if appropriate, be arranged as in the variant embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 2, i.e. before the thermal interaction
between the two constituent circuits 20, 30 occurs.

FIG. 6 shows a partial view of another way of coupling
the constituent circuits 20, 30 thermally and in terms of flow.
The arrangement shown in FIG. 6 is based on the principle
of a water ejector pump. In other words, a line section of the
second cooling circuit 30 after the pump 39 is fed into the
first constituent circuit 30 in such a way that the flow in
constituent circuit 30 has a suction effect on constituent
circuit 20. In a part of the common line that is further
downstream, they can branch off again. In the embodiment
shown, this branch is represented simply in the form of an
opening in the line but it would also be possible to provide
at this point an arrangement similar to the infeed, making it
possible to allow for a possible flow profile or temperature
profile. If the feed opening and the discharge opening were
in alignment, for example, fluid could be fed in at a low
temperature and removed at a relatively low temperature.

FIG. 7 shows another preferred embodiment of a cooling/
heating circuit according to the invention, which differs
significantly in concept from the preceding embodiments. In
this embodiment too, corresponding components are pro-
vided with corresponding reference numerals. The first
constituent circuit 30 once again contains a cooler 31 of
conventional construction, which can be acted upon by a
fan. Arranged downstream of the cooler 30 is an electric
pump 39, which delivers the coolant. After the electric pump
39, the coolant passes into an exhaust-gas condenser, in
which the exhaust gases from a fuel cell 1, which contain
water vapor, are condensed. After the exhaust-gas
condenser, the fuel cell 1 is cooled via a heat exchanger 11,
after which the flow passes through a fuel cooler 25 and a
heating heat exchanger 33. In the embodiment under
consideration, the second constituent circuit 20 is designed
as a cooling bypass that forms a thermal control circuit. A
branch is formed for this purpose downstream of the pump
39. Provided downstream of the branch, in the second
constituent circuit 20, is a metering valve 26, enabling the
output of the electric pump 39 to be diverted proportionately
to the second constituent circuit 20 in a controllable manner.
In the embodiment illustrated, the second constituent circuit
20 includes the condenser 22 of an air-conditioning system,
the intercooler 23 and the electric motor 32 plus the asso-
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ciated inverter. As illustrated, the above-mentioned assem-
blies are provided connected in parallel in the second
constituent circuit 20. After flowing through said assemblies,
the fluid in the second constituent circuit 20 enters a decen-
tralized cooler 21, after which the cooled fluid is fed back
into the first constituent circuit 30 upstream of the electric
pump 39. Constructing the second constituent circuit 20 as
a thermal control circuit enables the inlet temperature for the
exhaust-gas condenser 24 to be adjusted in a suitable manner
and, as with the preceding embodiments, only one electric
pump 39 is required to pump the fluids in both constituent
circuits. In the embodiment illustrated here, a low tempera-
ture level is thus maintained in the second constituent circuit
20, allowing the condenser 22 of the air-conditioning system
to be cooled in a suitable manner, and in particular it is
possible to achieve a temperature of about 55° C. on the inlet
side of the exhaust-gas condenser. Although the assemblies
in the second constituent circuit 20 in the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 7 are shown connected in parallel, partial-
or wholly-series connection of these assemblies is also
possible.

FIG. 8 shows a variant embodiment of the embodiment
shown in FIG. 7, a second constituent circuit 20 likewise
being assigned as a control circuit to the first constituent
circuit 30. In the embodiment illustrated here, the fuel cell
1, as the assembly 10 to be cooled, is cooled directly by the
coolant circulating in the first and second constituent circuits
20, 30. As in the case of the preceding embodiments, the first
constituent circuit 30 comprises an exhaust-gas condenser
24, which is connected in parallel with the fuel cell in the
embodiment illustrated. In the embodiment illustrated, the
first constituent circuit 30 contains not only the fuel cell 1
and the exhaust-gas condenser 24 but also a heating-heat
exchanger 33, by means of which the interior of the vehicle
can be cooled. The heating-heat exchanger 33 is provided
with a bypass line which, on the one hand, makes it possible
to bypass the heating-heat exchanger when heating of the
interior of the vehicle is not required and, on the other hand,
allows the coolant to be circulated several times at high
temperature through the heating-heat exchanger 33.

Arranged in parallel in the second constituent circuit 20
are the fuel cooler 25, the intercooler 23, the condenser of an
air-conditioning system and the electric motor 32 with the
associated inverter.

In addition to the advantages obtained according to the
embodiment shown in FIG. 7, the embodiment illustrated
here is distinguished by the fact that the temperature level
for the fuel cell 1 to be cooled and that for the exhaust-gas
condenser are essentially the same, making it easier to adjust
the temperature, adjustment being possible both by means of
the pump 39 and the adjusting valve 26. Moreover, con-
necting the assemblies to be cooled in parallel in the second
constituent circuit 20 likewise makes for simplified control,
with the individual assemblies having essentially no thermal
effect on one another owing to their connection in parallel.

Finally, FIG. 9 shows another variant embodiment of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 7, corresponding components
being provided with the same reference numerals. For the
sake of brevity, components that have already been
described will not be described again in detail. The variant
embodiment in accordance with FIG. 9 corresponds essen-
tially to the structure shown in FIG. 8 as regards the
assemblies to be cooled, but the heating-heat exchanger 33
has been provided in parallel with the cooler 31 in the first
constituent circuit 30, a metering valve 36" ensuring adjust-
able admission thereto. It should be mentioned that a bypass
line can also additionally be provided for the heating-heat
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exchanger 33, in a manner similar to that shown in FIG. 8.
It should furthermore be understood that although the adjust-
ing valves 26, 36" are shown as in-line valves, they could
also be designed as 3-way valves at the respective line
intersections, and it would also be possible to provide further
adjusting valves, e.g. at the point where the first constituent
circuit 30 branches off toward the fuel cell 1 and the
exhaust-gas evaporator 24, allowing the fuel cell to be
cooled satisfactorily at the expense of the exhaust-gas
condenser, for example, if the fuel cell reaches a critical
temperature.

Although the present invention has been described above
by way of example and completely with reference to cur-
rently preferred embodiments, the person skilled in the art
should recognize that a large number of other possible
modifications fall within the scope of the claims. In
particular, the person skilled in the art should recognize that
individual features of one embodiment can be combined in
any desired manner with features of other embodiments.
Accordingly, it should also be mentioned that although only
two constituent circuits have been described above, any
number of constituent circuits is possible as long as there is
fluid-mechanical coupling between at least two constituent
circuits as specified by the invention. Finally, it should be
mentioned that the principle in accordance with the inven-
tion can also be applied to other assemblies to be cooled.

In summary, it may at any rate be stated that the solution
according to the invention allows significantly improved
cooling of an extremely wide range of assemblies at different
temperatures and/or with different heat outputs without
excessively increasing the required installation space or the
number of components required.

What is claimed is:

1. A cooling/heating circuit for a vehicle with at least two
constituent circuits, said at least two constituent circuits
being at least in part at different temperatures and each
containing at least one cooler in order on each case to cool
at least one assembly, wherein the constituent circuits are
coupled fluid-mechanically to one another, wherein at least
one of said assemblies to be cooled is/are connected
upstream of the one of said assemblies to be cooled that has
the highest heat output.

2. A cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1, wherein
the constituent circuits are coupled to one another either by
a common pump, two pumps with a common drive or by a
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device which, on the basis of flow in one constituent circuit,
brings about flow in another constituent circuit.

3. A cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1, wherein
the constituent circuits have temperature transfer means that
allow a temperature transfer through a common line section.

4. A cooling/heating circuit according to claim 3, wherein
the coupling and/or temperature transfer between constitu-
ent circuits can be controlled.

5. A cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1, wherein
one constituent circuit is assigned as a control circuit to
another constituent circuit.

6. The cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1,
wherein at least one of the assemblies to be cooled includes
a fuel cell with a heat exchanger interposed for association
with one of the constituent circuits.

7. The cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1,
wherein at least one of the assemblies to be cooled is a
condenser of an air-conditioning system, said condenser is
arranged at a coolest point in the cooling/heating circuit.

8. The cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1,
wherein at least two of the assemblies to be cooled include
any two from the group including an intercooler, a fuel cell
(heat exchanger), an exhaust-gas condenser and a fuel
cooler, and are connected directly in series in one of said
constituent circuits.

9. The cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1,
wherein at least two of the assemblies to be cooled include
any two from the group including an intercooler, an air-
conditioning condenser, a fuel cooler, an inverter and an
electric motor, and are connected in parallel in one of said
constituent circuits.

10. The cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1,
wherein at least one of said assemblies to be cooled includes
at least one from the group including an air-conditioning
condenser, an exhaust-gas condenser and an intercooler.

11. A heating/air-conditioning system including a cooling/
heating circuit according to claim 1, wherein at least one of
the assemblies to be cooled includes anyone from the group
including an air-conditioning condenser, an exhaust-gas
condenser and an intercooler, and is/are arranged in one of
said constituent circuits that does not contain said assembly
to be cooled having the highest heat output.

12. A cooling/heating circuit according to claim 1,
wherein the coolers are arranged in separate air ducts.
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