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1
VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on Japanese Patent Application
No. 2003-299902 filed on Aug. 25, 2003, the contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a vehicle air conditioner
that has a downsized in-vehicle air conditioning unit.

2. Description of Related Art

FIGS. 6A, 6B show an in-vehicle air conditioning unit of
a vehicle air conditioner. The air conditioning unit has a
blower unit 15A and a conditioning body unit 16A. The
blower unit 15A blows air to the conditioning body unit
16A. The conditioning body unit 16 A adjusts temperature of
the air blown from the blower unit 15A, and blows the
conditioned air to a passenger compartment of a vehicle.

The conditioning body unit 16A is disposed in an instru-
mental panel 13, which is disposed in a front section of the
passenger compartment 10, in a vicinity of a central position
of a vehicle width direction. As shown in FIG. 6B, the
blower unit 15A is disposed in a lateral area of the condi-
tioning body unit 16A. In other words, the blower unit 15A
is disposed in front of a seat of a passenger.

In such an arrangement, since the blower unit 15A is
disposed to shift from the conditioning body unit 16A in the
lateral area, an inside air inlet opening 40A of the blower
unit 15A can be disposed in a certain place that is free from
an obstruction, for example apart from a dashboard 12.
Accordingly, it is easy to ensure enough area as an opening
area of the inside air inlet opening 40A. Thus, it is easy to
ensure maximum cooling capacity during an inside air
suction mode.

However, it is required to prepare a large space from the
front space of the passenger to the central position to mount
the in-vehicle air conditioning unit in the instrument panel
13. Therefore, it is desired to reduce the mounting space of
the air conditioning unit.

FIGS. 7A, 7B show another air conditioning unit of a
comparison example that is considered by the inventors. The
air conditioning unit has a blower unit 15B and a condition-
ing body unit 16B in a single conditioning housing 17B. The
blower unit 15B has a blower fan 19. The conditioning body
unit 16B has a heat exchanger. The blower unit 15B and the
conditioning body unit 16B are disposed directly adjacent to
each other in a front-and-rear direction of the vehicle so that
the blower unit 15B and the conditioning body unit 16B are
integrated in a single unit. In such an air conditioning unit,
side space to mount the air conditioning unit can be signifi-
cantly reduced.

In the comparison example, the air conditioning unit has
an outside air inlet opening 22 and an inside air inlet opening
40B. The outside air inlet opening 22 is disposed above the
inside air inlet opening 40B so that both ports 22, 40B face
the dashboard 12. In such an arrangement, it is difficult to
provide enough area of the inside air inlet opening 40B due
to the outside air inlet opening 22 and peripheral devices in
the instrument panel 13. In addition, the dashboard 12 may
cause a shortage of the sucking air amount from the inside
air inlet opening 40B because the dashboard functions as an
obstruction (resistance). This reduces a maximum cooling
capacity in a condition of the inside air suction mode.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a vehicle
air conditioner that is downsized and ensures adequate
sucking air amount of inside air.

According to one aspect of the present invention, the
vehicle air conditioner has a blower unit, a heat exchanger,
a first outlet, a second outlet, an outside air inlet, and
changing means. The blower unit blows air toward a pas-
senger compartment. The heat exchanger exchanges heat
with the air blown by the blower unit. Outside air is sucked
from the outside air inlet toward an upstream side of the
blower unit. The air passed through the heat exchanger is
blown toward a first space of the passenger compartment
through the first outlet. The air passed through the heat
exchanger is also blown toward a second space of the
passenger compartment through the second outlet.

The blower unit and the heat exchanger are disposed
adjacent to each other to be a single assembled component.
The changing means changes a connection of the second
outlet to one of an upstream side of the blower unit and the
downstream side of the heat exchanger.

During an inside air suction mode, the outside air inlet is
closed, and the changing means connects between the sec-
ond outlet and the upstream side of the blower unit and it
disconnects between the second outlet and the downstream
side of the heat exchanger.

On the other hand, during an outside air suction mode, the
outside air suction is opened, and the changing means
connects between the second outlet and the downstream side
of the heat exchanger and it disconnects between the second
outlet and the upstream side of the blower unit.

Since the blower unit and the heat exchanger are disposed
adjacent to each other to be a single assembled component,
the air conditioning unit for the vehicle air conditioner can
be reduced in size and mounting space of the air condition-
ing unit can be significantly reduced.

In addition, during the inside air suction mode, the inside
air can be sucked in the upstream side of the blower unit
through the second outlet, which has existed to be used as
the outlet duct. Here, the outlets including the first outlet and
the second outlet can be disposed apart from a dashboard
and the outside air inlet because the outlets are disposed
downstream of the heat exchanger. Accordingly, it is easy to
ensure an area of a second outlet opening for the second
outlet. Thus, there is not any problems about raising air
resistance by the dashboard during the inside air suction
mode. Therefore, the sucking air amount of the inside air can
be ensured through the second outlet. That is, the vehicle air
conditioner can ensure the sucking air amount of the inside
air and can be downsized.

On the other hand, during the outside air suction mode,
the outside air can be sucked through the outside air inlet to
the upstream side of the blower unit. The second outlet is
connected to the downstream side of the heat exchanger.
Thus, the air passed through the heat exchanger can be
blown out through the second outlet.

In addition, the single assembled component means a
component that can be mounted on the vehicle as a single
assembly, which has been assembled before mounting on the
vehicle.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
vehicle air conditioner has a housing, a blower unit, a heat
exchanger, and changing means. The housing has a first
outlet opening, a second outlet opening, and an outside air
inlet opening. The blower unit and the heat exchanger are
disposed adjacent to each other as a single assembled
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component in the housing. The changing means changes a
connection of the second outlet opening to one of an
upstream side of the blower unit and the downstream side of
the heat exchanger.

During an inside air suction mode, the outside air inlet
opening is closed, and the changing means connects
between the second outlet opening and the upstream side of
the blower unit and it disconnects between the second outlet
opening and the downstream side of the heat exchanger. On
the other hand, during an outside air suction mode, the
outside air inlet opening is opened, and the changing means
connects between the second outlet opening and the down-
stream side of the heat exchanger and it disconnects between
the second outlet opening and the upstream side of the
blower unit.

In such a vehicle air conditioner, the heat exchanger and
the blower unit are disposed as the single assembled com-
ponent in the housing. In addition, during the inside air
suction mode, the inside air can be sucked in the upstream
side of the blower unit through the second outlet opening,
which has existed to be used as the outlet opening. Accord-
ingly, as described in the first aspect of the present invention,
the vehicle air conditioner can ensure the sucking air amount
of the inside air and can be downsized.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
vehicle air conditioner has a housing, a partition, a blower
fan, a heat exchanger, and a switching door. The partition
divides the housing into a first room and a second room. The
blower fan is disposed in the first room. The heat exchanger
is disposed in the second room. The housing has an outside
air inlet opening, a first outlet opening, a second outlet
opening, a first passage, and a second passage. The first
passage connects the second outlet opening and the first
room. The second passage connects the second outlet open-
ing and the second room. The switching door changes
conditions of the first passage and the second passage so that
one of the first passage and the second passage is opened an
the other is closed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description made with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1A is a cross-sectional view showing an in-vehicle
air conditioning unit of a vehicle air conditioner mounted in
a vehicle according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 1B is a front view showing the air conditioning unit
when viewed from a rear of the vehicle (from a passenger
side) according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view showing the air condi-
tioning unit with an airflow during an outside air suction
mode of the air conditioning unit according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view showing the air condi-
tioning unit with an airflow during an inside air suction
mode of the air conditioning unit according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view for explaining an opera-
tional effect of the air conditioning unit according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view showing an in-vehicle air
conditioning unit mounted in a vehicle according to a second
embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 6A is a cross-sectional view showing an in-vehicle
air conditioning unit mounted in a vehicle according to a
related art;

FIG. 6B is a front view showing the air conditioning unit
when viewed from a rear of the vehicle (from a passenger
side) according to the related art;

FIG. 7A is a cross-sectional view showing an in-vehicle
air conditioning unit mounted in a vehicle according to a
comparison example; and

FIG. 7B is a front view showing the air conditioning unit
when viewed from a rear of the vehicle (from a passenger
side) according to the comparison example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The preferred embodiments of the present invention will
be explained with reference to the accompanying drawings.
In the drawing, the same numerals are used for the same
components and devices.

[First Embodiment]

As shown in FIG. 1A, a vehicle has a dashboard 12 to
divide a passenger compartment 10 from an engine room 11.
The passenger compartment 10 has an instrument panel 13,
which is disposed in a front section of the passenger com-
partment 10. A vehicle air conditioner has an in-vehicle air
conditioning unit 14. The in-vehicle air conditioning unit 14
is disposed at a vicinity of a central position of a vehicle
width direction in the instrument panel 13.

The air conditioning unit 14 has a blower unit 15 and a
conditioning body unit 16. The blower unit 15 blows air to
the conditioning body unit 16. The conditioning body unit
16 adjusts temperature of the air blown from the blower unit
15, and blows the conditioned air to the passenger compart-
ment 10. In detail, the air conditioning unit 14 has a single
resinous conditioning housing 17 that has a box shape. The
blower unit 15 and the conditioning body unit 16 are
disposed directly adjacent to each other in the conditioning
housing 17. The blower unit 15 and the conditioning body
unit 16 are integrated as a single assembled component.

The blower unit 15 is disposed in the front part of the
conditioning housing 17. The conditioning body unit 16 is
disposed in the rear part of the conditioning housing 17,
which is the rear of the blower unit 15. The conditioning
housing 17 has a partition 46 that divides the conditioning
housing 17 into the blower unit 15 and the conditioning body
unit 16.

The resinous conditioning housing 17 has a plurality of
separated housings, which are formed separately from each
other for various reasons, such as convenience for resin
molding and assembling various kinds of parts in the con-
ditioning housing 17. The plurality of separated housings are
integrated into the conditioning housing 17 by connecting
means, such as a screw, and a metal spring clip.

Next, the blower unit 15 will be explained in detail. As
shown in FIGS. 2, 3, the conditioning housing 17 has a scroll
casing 18 in a lower front part of the conditioning housing
17. The blower unit 15 has a centrifugal blower fan 19, a
blower motor 194, and a bell-mouth suction port 20. The
centrifugal blower fan 19 is rotatably disposed in the scroll
casing 18 so that a rotational axis of the blower fan 19 is in
the vertical direction. The blower motor 19a drives the
centrifugal blower fan 19. The blower motor 19z is disposed
under the blower fan 19. The bell-mouth suction port 20 is
disposed above the blower fan 19.

The blower unit 15 has a suction passage 21 and an
outside air inlet (pipe) 22a. The suction passage 21 is formed
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above the bell-mouth suction port 20 in the conditioning
housing 17 so that the suction passage 21 extends to the
vertical direction. The outside air inlet 224 has a outside air
inlet opening 22 that is an opening of the conditioning
housing 17. The outside air inlet opening 22 is formed above
the bell-mouth suction port 20 on the front sidewall of the
conditioning housing 17 so that the outside air inlet opening
22 is connected to the suction passage 21.

An outside air switching door 23, which consists of a
butterfly valve, is rotatably disposed in the outside air inlet
opening 22 to open and close the outside air inlet opening
22. Outside air is sucked through the outside air inlet
opening 22 and an outside air suction duct 24 as shown in
FIG. 1A.

The conditioning housing 17 has a defroster outlet (pipe)
25a that has a defroster outlet opening 25 disposed on the
top wall of the conditioning housing 17. The defroster outlet
opening 25 is connected to a defroster duct, which is not
shown. The air is blown toward an inside surface of a
windshield 26 from a defroster blowing port (not shown)
that is provided at an end of the defroster duct.

In this embodiment, the defroster outlet opening 25 is
connected to an upper part of the suction passage 21 so that
the defroster outlet opening 25 can be used as an inside air
inlet opening. A defroster door 27, which consists of a
butterfly valve, is rotatably disposed in the defroster outlet
opening 25 to open and close the defroster outlet opening 25.

The defroster outlet opening 25 is also connected to a
blowing-out passage 28, through which the conditioned air
adjusted by the conditioning body unit 16 flows. An outside/
inside air switching door 29, which consists of a plate door,
is rotatably disposed under the defroster outlet opening 25 to
switch a connecting condition. The connecting condition has
a first state and a second state. In the first state, a first air
passage 48 between the defroster outlet opening 25 and the
suction passage 21 is opened so that the defroster outlet
opening 25 is connected to the suction passage 21 as shown
in FIG. 3. In the second state, a second air passage 49
between the defroster outlet opening 25 and the blowing-out
passage 28 is opened so that the defroster outlet opening 25
is connected to the blowing-out passage 28 as shown in FIG.
2.

Next, the conditioning body unit 16 will be explained in
detail. A blowing-out part 18a of the scroll casing 18 is
formed toward the rear of the vehicle and is connected to a
lower space of the conditioning body unit 16 in the condi-
tioning housing 17. A cooling heat exchanger 30 is disposed
in the lower space of the conditioning body unit 16 in a slant
condition that the cooling heat exchanger 30 slants to the
front of the vehicle at an angle of some degrees with the
vertical.

The cooling heat exchanger 30 is a well known evapora-
tor, which is a part of a refrigerant cycle. The evaporator
cools air passing therethrough by absorbing evaporative
latent heat of refrigerant from the air. The cooling heat
exchanger 30 has a heat exchanging core. The heat exchang-
ing core has a plurality of flat tubes (not shown) and
corrugate fins (not shown). The flat tubes are arranged to
extend in the vertical direction in parallel with each other.
The corrugate fins are connected between adjacent two flat
tubes so that the corrugate fins and the flat tubes are
integrated. The air flows through air gaps of the heat
exchanging core from the front part toward the rear part of
the housing 17.

A heating heat exchanger 31 is disposed in a substantially
horizontal direction above the cooling heat exchanger 30 in
the conditioning body unit 16, which is downstream of the
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cooling heat exchanger 30. The heating heat exchanger is a
well known heater core, which heats the air by using hot
water (coolant of a vehicle engine) supplied from the engine
as a heat source.

The heating heat exchanger 31 also has a heat exchanging
core. The heat exchanging core has a plurality of flat tubes
(not shown) and corrugate fins (not shown). The flat tubes
are arranged to extend in the vertical direction in parallel
with each other. The corrugate fins are connected between
adjacent two flat tubes so that the corrugate fins and the flat
tubes are integrated. The air flows through air gaps of the
heat exchanging core from a lower part toward an upper
part.

The conditioned air blowing into the passenger compart-
ment 10 can be set to a certain temperature by adjusting heat
amount of the heating heat exchanger 31 for the air flown
through the cooling heat exchanger 30. A heat amount
adjusting system (not shown) for adjusting the heat amount
for the air can be carried out by an air-mix system or a hot
water control system. The air mix system has an air mix door
to adjust an airflow ratio between the quantity of hot air
flowing through the heating heat exchanger 31 and the
quantity of cold air bypassing the heating heat exchanger 31.
The hot water control system adjusts quantity of hot water
flowing through the heating heat exchanger 31 or tempera-
ture of the hot water flowing through the heating heat
exchanger 31.

The blowing-out passage 28 is formed above the heating
heat exchanger 31 (downstream of the heating heat
exchanger 31) in the conditioning body unit 16. The con-
ditioned air, temperature of which is adjusted by the heat
amount adjusting system, flows through the blowing-out
passage 28.

The blowing-out passage 28 is connected to face outlet
openings 32 and foot outlet openings 33 as well as the
defroster outlet opening 25. The conditioned air is blown out
to a certain space of the passenger compartment 10 through
one or more of the openings 25, 32, and 33. The conditioning
housing 17 has face outlets (pipes) 32a that have respective
face outlet openings 32. The conditioning housing 17 also
has foot outlets (pipes) 33a that have respective foot outlet
openings 33. The face outlet openings 32 are disposed on an
upper part of a rear sidewall of the conditioning housing 17.
The face outlet openings 32 are connected to respective face
ducts (not shown) to blow out the conditioned air to an upper
body of a passenger. Face doors 34, which consist of
butterfly valves, are rotatably disposed in the face outlet
openings 32 to open and close the face outlet openings 32.

The foot outlet openings 33 are disposed on upper parts of
right and left sidewalls of the conditioning housing 17 as
shown in FIG. 1B. The foot outlet openings 33 are connected
to foot ducts (not shown) to blow out the conditioned air to
foot area of the passenger. Foot doors (not shown) are also
rotatably disposed in the foot outlet openings 33 to open and
close the foot outlet openings 33.

Next, the door operational system will be explained. The
door operational system has an inside/outside air (suction
mode) switching system and an air outlet mode switching
system. The outside air switching door 23 is operated by the
inside/outside air switching system. The face doors 34 and
the foot doors (not shown) are operated by the air outlet
mode switching system. On the other hand, the defroster
door 27 and the switching door 29 are operated by both of
the inside/outside air switching system and the air outlet
mode switching system. In other words, the defroster door
27 and the switching door 29 are operated to switch the
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suction mode and the air outlet mode. The switching systems
have actuators, which use servomotors.

Width directions of the heat exchangers 30, 31 are in a
vertical direction that is perpendicular to the airflow. In other
words, the width directions of the heat exchangers 30, 31 are
perpendicular to the paper of FIGS. 2, 3. In other words, the
width directions are a vehicle width direction (a right-and-
left direction of the vehicle). At least the cooling heat
exchanger 30 of the heat exchangers 30, 31 is set to have a
substantially equal width to a width W of the conditioning
housing 17 (see FIG. 1B). The cooling heat exchanger 30 is
disposed across entire width of an internal space of the
conditioning housing 17. Components 18, 19, 19a of the
blower unit 15 are disposed within the width of the cooling
heat exchanger 30 at the upstream side of the cooling heat
exchanger 30.

Next, operation of the air conditioning unit 14 will be
explained. FIG. 2 shows the air conditioning unit 14 in a
condition of an outside air suction mode for sucking the
outside air. During the outside air suction mode, the outside
air inlet opening 22 is opened by the outside air switching
door 23, and the first air passage 48 between the defroster
outlet opening 25 and the suction passage 21 is closed and
the second air passage 49 between the defroster outlet
opening 25 and the blowing-out passage 28 is opened by the
switching door 29.

The conditioning unit 14 has an air outlet mode that has
the face mode, a bi-level (B/L) mode, a foot mode, a
foot/defroster mode, and a defroster mode. In the condition
of FIG. 2, the face mode is set as the air outlet mode. In the
face mode, the face outlet openings 32 are opened by the
face doors 34. The defroster outlet opening 25 is closed by
the defroster door 27. The foot outlet openings 33 are closed
by the foot doors (not shown).

Accordingly, during the outside air suction mode, the
outside air is sucked to the suction passage 21 through the
outside air suction duct 24 and the outside air inlet opening
22 as shown by the arrow 110 in FIG. 2 while the blower fan
19 is rotatably driven by turning on the blower motor 19a.

The outside air is blown to the upstream side of the
cooling heat exchanger 30 (the front direction of the vehicle)
though the inside of the scroll casing 18. The outside air then
passes through the cooling heat exchanger 30. The outside
air is cooled to be the cooled air in the cooling heat
exchanger 30. The cooled air is adjusted in temperature by
adjusting heat amount of the heating heat exchanger 31. The
temperature adjusted cooled air (conditioned air) is blown
toward the upper half of the passenger in the passenger
compartment 10 though the blowing-out passage 28 and the
face outlet openings 32.

When the bi-level mode is set during the outside air
suction mode, both of the face outlet openings 32 and the
foot outlet openings 33 are opened. Accordingly, the con-
ditioned air is blown toward feet of the passenger in the
passenger compartment 10 through the foot outlet openings
33 while the conditioned air is blown toward the upper half
of the passenger in the passenger compartment 10 though
the face outlet openings 32.

When the foot mode is set during the outside air suction
mode, the foot outlet openings 33 are opened. Accordingly,
the conditioned air (warm air) is blown toward the feet of the
passenger in the passenger compartment 10 through the foot
outlet openings 33.

When the foot/defroster mode is set during the outside air
suction mode, both of the foot outlet openings 33 and the
defroster outlet opening 25 are opened. Accordingly, the
conditioned air (warm air) is blown toward the inside
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surface of the windshield 26 in the passenger compartment
10 through the defroster outlet opening 25 while the con-
ditioned air (warm air) is blown toward feet of the passenger
in the passenger compartment 10 through the foot outlet
openings 33.

When the defroster mode is set during the outside air
suction mode, the defroster outlet opening 25 is opened.
Accordingly, the conditioned air (warm air) is blown toward
the inside surface of the windshield 26 in the passenger
compartment 10 through the defroster outlet opening 25.

FIG. 3 shows the air conditioning unit 14 in a condition
of an inside air suction mode for sucking the inside air.
During the inside air suction mode, the outside air inlet
opening 22 is closed by the outside air switching door 23,
and the first air passage 48 between the defroster outlet
opening 25 and the suction passage 21 is opened and the
second air passage between the defroster outlet opening 25
and the blowing-out passage 28 is closed by the switching
door 29.

In the condition of FIG. 3, the face mode is set as the air
outlet mode. In the face mode, the face outlet openings 32
are opened by the face doors 34, and the foot outlet openings
33 are closed by the foot doors. Accordingly, the inside air
is sucked to the suction passage 21 through the defroster
outlet opening 25 as shown by the arrow 120 in FIG. 3 while
the blower fan 19 is rotatably driven by turning on the
blower motor 19a.

The inside air is blown to the cooling heat exchanger 30
through the inside of the scroll casing 18. The inside air
passes through the cooling heat exchanger 30, and the inside
air is cooled to be the cooled air in the cooling heat
exchanger 30. The cooled air is adjusted in temperature by
adjusting heat amount of the heating heat exchanger 31. The
temperature adjusted cooled air (conditioned air) is blown
toward the upper half of the passenger in the passenger
compartment 10 through the blowing-out passage 28 and the
face outlet openings 32.

The bi-level mode and the foot mode can be set during the
inside air suction mode as during the outside air suction
mode. However, the conditioned air cannot be blown from
the defroster outlet opening 25 during the inside air suction
mode because the switching door 29 closes the second air
passage 49 between the defroster outlet opening 25 and the
blowing-out passage 28. Accordingly, the foot/defroster
mode and the defroster mode cannot be set during the inside
air suction mode.

However, it is required to suck outside air, which has
lower absolute humidity than inside air, during the foot/
defroster mode and the defroster mode to get a certain
defrosting performance by blowing warm air. In other
words, it is unusual to set the foot/defroster mode and the
defroster mode during the inside air suction mode to main-
tain the defrosting performance.

Accordingly, the air conditioning unit 14 does not have a
substantial disadvantage even though the foot/defroster
mode and the defroster mode cannot be set during the inside
air suction mode.

The air conditioning unit 14 has following effects.

(1) The blower unit 15 and the conditioning body unit 16
are disposed directly adjacent to each other and integrated as
the single assembled component in the single conditioning
housing 17, which has the box shape. Therefore, the air
conditioning unit 14 can be reduced in size, and mounting
space that is required to mount the air conditioning unit 14
in the vehicle can be reduced.

In particular, the mounting space for the air conditioning
unit 14 can be significantly reduced in the width direction.
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This is because the blower unit 15 is disposed in the front
part of the conditioning housing 17, and the conditioning
body unit 16 is disposed adjacent to the blower unit 15 in the
rear part of the conditioning housing 17.

(2) The defroster outlet opening 25 is used as the inside
air inlet opening during the inside air suction mode. There-
fore, it is not required to provide a special inlet opening to
suck the inside air. In addition, the defroster outlet opening
25 is disposed on the top surface of the conditioning housing
17 to blow the conditioned air toward the windshield 26.
Accordingly, the defroster outlet opening 25, which is used
as the inside air inlet opening during the inside air suction
mode, can be disposed apart from the dashboard 12 and the
outside air inlet opening 22.

Thus, a certain opening area for the defroster outlet
opening 25 can be ensured easily. In addition, this structure
of the air conditioning unit 14 does not cause a problem that
air resistance for sucking the inside air increases during the
inside air suction mode due to the dashboard 12 since the
defroster outlet opening 25 is apart from the dashboard 12.
As a result, the certain air amount can be sucked through the
defroster outlet opening 25. Therefore, the mounting space
for the air conditioning unit 14 can be reduced in size, and
required air amount can be sucked.

(3) The air conditioning unit 14 improves warm feeling of
the passenger during heating in winter during the inside air
suction mode because the inside air is sucked through the
defroster outlet opening 25.

As shown in FIG. 4, at the time of heating in winter, the
inside air becomes cool when the inside air contacts with the
windshield 26 because the temperature of the windshield 26
is as low as the outside cold air 129. FIG. 4 also shows the
cool air area 125. The cool air flows down toward a lap of
the passenger as shown by the arrow 127 because of a
difference between the air densities of cool air and warm air.
This might cause an uncomfortable feeling of the passenger.

However, according to the air conditioning unit 14 of the
first embodiment, the cool air of the cool air area. 125 can
be sucked into the defroster outlet opening 25 because the
inside air is sucked through the defroster outlet opening 25.
Therefore, the airflow 127 can be prevented, and warm
feeling of the passenger can be improved.

[Second Embodiment]

FIG. § shows another in-vehicle air conditioning unit 14A
of the second embodiment during the inside air suction
mode. The air conditioning unit 14A has an auxiliary inside
air inlet 35¢ and an auxiliary inside air switching door 36 in
addition to the components of the air conditioning unit 14 of
the first embodiment.

The auxiliary inside air inlet 35a has an auxiliary inside
air inlet opening 35 that is disposed below the outside air
inlet opening 22 on the front sidewall of the conditioning
housing 17 so that the auxiliary inside air inlet opening 35
is connected to the suction passage 21. The auxiliary inside
air switching door 36, which consists of a butterfly valve, is
rotatably disposed in the auxiliary inside air inlet opening 35
to open and close the auxiliary inside air inlet opening 35.

According to the second embodiment, the inside air is
sucked to the suction passage 21 through the auxiliary inside
air inlet opening 35 as shown by the arrow 130 as well as
through the defroster outlet opening 25 as shown by the
arrow 120 during the inside air suction mode. This increases
the suctioning air of the inside air. Accordingly, maximum
cooling capacity is increased by increasing the blowing air
amount toward the passenger compartment in a condition
that a maximum cooling is set during the inside air suction
mode.
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The present invention should not be limited to the
embodiments discussed above and shown in the figures, but
may be implemented in various ways without departing
from the spirit of the invention.

For example, in the second embodiment, the auxiliary
inside air inlet opening is disposed below the outside air inlet
opening 22. However, it can be disposed above the outside
air inlet opening 22 on the front sidewall of the conditioning
housing 17.

The vehicle air conditioner can have a second face outlet
opening and a diffusion outlet opening in addition to the
defroster outlet opening 25, the face outlet openings 32, and
the foot outlet openings 33. The second face outlet opening
is disposed above the positions of the face outlet openings 32
on the rear sidewall of the conditioning housing 17 to blow
the cooled air toward a backseat of the passenger compart-
ment. The diffusion outlet opening, which has a long narrow
shape extending to the right-and-left direction of the vehicle,
is disposed on the upper part of the conditioning housing 17
to softly blow the cooled air by spreading the cooled air.

In such a situation, the second face outlet opening and the
diffusion outlet opening can be also used as the inside air
inlet opening like the defroster outlet opening 25 of the
above embodiments. That is, the inside air inlet opening can
be performed by different kinds of outlet openings instead of
a single outlet opening. In addition, another outlet opening
other than the defroster outlet opening 25, such as the face
outlet openings 32, can be also used as the inside air inlet
opening.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle air conditioner comprising:

a blower unit that blows air toward a passenger compart-

ment;

a heat exchanger that exchanges heat with the air blown
by the blower unit;

a first outlet through which the air passed through the heat
exchanger is blown toward a first space of the passen-
ger compartment;

a second outlet through which the air passed through the
heat exchanger is blown toward a second space of the
passenger compartment,

an outside air inlet from which outside air is sucked into
an upstream side of the blower unit; and

changing means for changing a connection of the second
outlet to one of the upstream side of the blower unit and
a downstream side of the heat exchanger; wherein:

the blower unit and the heat exchanger are disposed
adjacent to each other to be a single assembled com-
ponent,

the outside air inlet is closed and the changing means
connects between the second outlet and the upstream
side of the blower unit and disconnects between the
second outlet and the downstream side of the heat
exchanger during an inside air suction mode where
inside air is sucked into the upstream side of the blower
unit, and

the outside air inlet is opened and the changing means
connects between the second outlet and the down-
stream side of the heat exchanger and disconnects
between the second outlet and the upstream side of the
blower unit during an outside air suction mode where
the outside air is sucked into the upstream side of the
blower unit.

2. The wvehicle air conditioner according to claim 1,

wherein:

the blower unit is disposed upstream of the heat
exchanger, and
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the blower unit is disposed within a width of the heat
exchanger in a condition that a width direction of the
heat exchanger is perpendicular to an airflow flowing
through the heat exchanger.

3. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 1,

wherein:

the first outlet is at least one of a face outlet where the
conditioned air flows toward an upper body of a
passenger in the passenger compartment and a foot
outlet where the conditioned air flows toward a foot of
the passenger in the passenger compartment, and

the second outlet is a defroster outlet where the condi-
tioned air flows toward an inside surface of a wind-
shield.

4. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 1, further

comprising:

an auxiliary inside air inlet from which the inside air is
sucked into the upstream side of the blower unit.

5. A vehicle air conditioner comprising:

a housing that air blowing toward a passenger compart-
ment flows in;

a heat exchanger that exchanges heat with the air so that
the air becomes conditioned air; and

a blower unit that blows the air toward the passenger
compartment through the heat exchanger, wherein:

the heat exchanger and the blower unit are disposed
adjacent to each other as a single assembled component
in the housing;

the housing includes:

a first outlet opening through which the conditioned air is
blown toward a first space of the passenger compart-
ment,

asecond outlet opening through which the conditioned air
is blown toward a second space of the passenger
compartment,

an outside air inlet opening from which outside air is
sucked into an upstream side of the blower unit, and

change means for changing a connection of the second
outlet opening to one of the upstream side of the blower
unit and a downstream side of the heat exchanger;

the outside air inlet opening is closed and the change
means connects between the second outlet opening to
the upstream side of the blower unit and disconnects
between the second outlet opening and the downstream
side of the heat exchanger during an inside air suction
mode where inside air is sucked into the upstream side
of the blower unit; and

the outside air inlet opening is opened and the change
means connects between the second outlet opening to
the downstream side of the heat exchanger and discon-
nects between the second outlet opening and the
upstream side of the blower unit during an outside air
suction mode where the outside air is sucked into the
upstream side of the blower unit.

6. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 5,

wherein:

the blower unit is disposed upstream of the heat
exchanger, and

the blower unit is disposed within a width of the heat
exchanger in a condition that a width direction of the
heat exchanger is perpendicular to an airflow flowing
through the heat exchanger.
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7. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 5,

wherein:

the housing is disposed in an instrument panel that is
disposed in a front part of the passenger compartment;

the blower unit is disposed within a front part of the
housing; and

the heat exchanger is disposed within a rear part of the
housing.

8. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 5,

wherein:

the first outlet opening is at least one of a face outlet
opening where the conditioned air flows toward an
upper body of a passenger in the passenger compart-
ment and a foot outlet opening where the conditioned
air flowing toward a foot of the passenger in the
passenger compartment, and

the second outlet opening is a defroster outlet opening
where the conditioned air flows toward an inside sur-
face of a windshield.

9. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 5, further

comprising:

an auxiliary inside air inlet opening from which the inside
air is sucked into the upstream side of the blower unit.

10. A vehicle air conditioner comprising:

a housing;

a partition that divides the housing into a first room and
a second room;

a blower fan disposed in the first room, for blowing air;

a heat exchanger disposed in the second room, for
exchanging heat with the air blown by the blower fan
so that the air becomes conditioned air; and

a switching door that is disposed in the housing, wherein:

the housing includes

an outside air inlet opening from which outside air is
sucked into the first room toward an upstream side of
the blower fan,

a first outlet opening through which the conditioned air in
the second room is blown toward a first space of the
passenger compartment,

a second outlet opening through which the conditioned air
in the second room is blown toward a second space of
the passenger compartment,

a first passage that connects the second outlet opening to
the first room, and

a second passage that connects the second outlet opening
to the second room; and

the switching door changes conditions of the first passage
and the second passage so that one of the first passage
and the second passage is opened and the other is
closed.

11. The vehicle air conditioner according to claim 10,

wherein:

the housing has a first housing that has the first room and
a separate second housing that has the second room,
and

the first housing and the separate second housing are
connected to each other.
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