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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle air conditioning system includes a duct, a refrig-
erant evaporator, an air conditioning cooling flow passage,
a heater core, a heater hot fluid flow passage, a heat
exchanger, an electric heater, an electrical component cool-
ing flow passage, a communication flow passage, a fluid
temperature sensor and a flow passage selector valve. The
duct provides air to a vehicle cabin interior. The cooling flow
passage provides cooled refrigerant to the evaporator. The
hot fluid flow passage provides hot fluid to the heater core.
The heat exchanger exchanges heat between the refrigerant
and the hot fluid. The heater warms the hot fluid having
undergone heat exchange. The cooling flow passage cools an
electrical component. The communication flow passage par-
allelly connects the hot fluid and electrical component flow
passages. The valve allows hot fluid to flow into the cooling
flow passage when the hot fluid has a high temperature.

(Continued) 6 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
1
i
=4
) ~20
4o 900
43
T
42a
2 1a 12 11bf 24 33usa+ 1%
= =] 160
100 13 -
41 { T s
" % I
18b 15b
40 [-40 gg || 36a 35 34
_én P—d 30
50a ™ L]

36



US 9,517,677 B2
Page 2

(52)

U.S. CL
CPC ...

B60L 1/003 (2013.01); B60H 2001/00307

(2013.01); B6OL 2240/34 (2013.01); B60L
2240/36 (2013.01); B60L 2240/662 (2013.01);

YO2T 10/7291 (2013.01); Y02T 90/16

(2013.01)

(58) Field of Classification Search

(56)

USPC

165/202; 62/244, 324.1, 115, 498

See application file for complete search history.

References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

5,839,656 A *
6,047,770 A *
6,237,357 B1*

6,422,308 B1*
6,834,511 B2*

11/1998

4/2000

5/2001

7/2002
12/2004

Yamano ............. B60H 1/00278
180/65.1

SuzuKi ..oovivennns B60H 1/00007
165/202

Hirao ...ccoocovvernenn. B60H 1/004
62/239

Okawara et al. ............. 165/202
Hatakeyama ...... B60H 1/00849
62/159

6,895,773
8,448,460
2002/0095943

2005/0133215
2005/0178523
2008/0196877

2008/0229782
2008/0251235
2009/0283604
2009/0317697
2011/0016896

2014/0311180

B2
B2
Al*

Al
Al*
Al*

5/2005
5/2013
7/2002

6/2005
8/2005
8/2008

9/2008
10/2008
11/2009
12/2009

1/2011

10/2014

Amaral

Dogariu et al.

Hatakeyama ...... B60H 1/00007
62/324.1

Ziehr et al.

Itoh et al. ....oooocviiinnne 165/42

Zeigler ............ B60H 1/00907
165/202

Takegami et al. .............. 62/513

Zhou

Martinchick et al.
Dogariu et al.

Oomura ............. B60H 1/00785
62/155
Kawakami ......... B60H 1/00278
62/498

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

CN
CN
EP
JP

* cited by examiner

101580006 A

101614450 A
1282532 Bl
3477868

11/2009
12/2009

2/2003
12/2003



US 9,517,677 B2

Sheet 1 of 10

Dec. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

©
T

0™

og w
0
— ) % edg
ve ge ege || woe  g— | oy
HITIOHLNOD
G¢ d3LYIH E _Hlllw
? ¥
L ¢ ze e 001
Pzz 22 sy~ N
qarL zi el B g - ov
7 svﬁm
el Nm B2 M ev
q0s 0%

P!
;%
td




U.S. Patent Dec. 13,2016 Sheet 2 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2

221

REFRIGERANT




U.S. Patent Dec. 13, 2016

FIG. 3A

FIG. 3B

FIG. 3C

Sheet 3 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2
301
/36
<+—30u
50a
301
/36
<+—30u

50a

301

36

(ﬁ <—30u

50a



U.S. Patent Dec. 13,2016 Sheet 4 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2

WATER
TEMPERATURE
A
O~ | e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = = =
75°C // INITIAL TARGET HEATER WATER TEMPERATURE]
PSS ALLOWABLE
TEMPERATURE
OF ELECTRICAL
. COMPONENT
50°C o € COOLANT
ALY NN
. " STABLE TARGET REATER
25C A D | WATER TEMPERATURE |
0°c
-20°C o 9 3 AMBT;NT AR
-20% 25°C 40°C
20°C oc TEMPERATURE

FIG. 4



U.S. Patent Dec. 13, 2016

START

HEATER
REQUEST?

YES

82 v

CALCULATE HEATER WATER TEMPERATURE TARGET
TEMPERATURE

SET TARGET WATER TEMPERATURE Twt

= TARGET DISCHARGE AIR TEMPERATURE To +ATw1

NO

83

TARGET WATER
TEMPERATURE Twit HITHER THAN
PRESCRIBED TEMPERATURE Tx?

YES

Sheet 5 of 10

S4

US 9,517,677 B2

SET TARGET WATER
TEMPERATURE Tw1 =

PRESCRIBED TEMPERATURE Tx

S5

TARGET WATER
TEMPERATURE Twt <
AMBIENT AIR TEMPERATURE T AND
TARGET WATER TEMPERATURE Twt <
ACTUAL WATER

EMPERATURE Tw?

TEMPERATURE
Twt +b?

YES

EMPERATURE Tw > UPPER LIMI

TEMPERATURE Tw > LOWER

$9 v S10
| SET COEFFICIENTS SET COEFFICIENTS
a=-TANDb=-2 a=-2ANDb=3
SN ‘f |
SET HEATER WATER
TEMPERATURE ALLOWABLE
RANGE: Twt +alo Twt +b
§512
ACTUAL WATER NO

ACTUAL WATER
NO
LIMIT TEMPERATURE
Twt+a?

ACTUAL WATER
TEMPERATURE Tw
DECREASING?

S6 S13 s817 519
Ny \ VES ;
ITURN HEATER OFF l lTURN HEATER OFF I | TURN HEATER OFF ‘TLJRN HEATER OFFJ
S7 i S14 518 l S20
EXECUTE VALVE EXECUTE VALVE EXECUTE VALVE CLOSE VALVE TO
OPENING DEGREE QOPENING DEGREE OPENING DEGREE OPENING DEGREE
SETTING PROCESS SETTING PROCESS SETTING PROCESS OF ZERO

: v

]

END

FIG. 5



U.S. Patent Dec. 13,2016 Sheet 6 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2

VALVE OPENING DEGREE
SETTING PROCESS

S100
N\ '

SET HEATER WATER TEMPERATURE VALVE
ALLOWABLE RANGE: Twt to Twt + ATw2

$101

ACTUAL
WATER TEMPERATURE Tw > UPPER
LIMIT TEMPERATURE .

Twt + ATw2?

YES

ACTUAL
WATER TEMPERATURE Tw>
LOWER LIMIT TEMPERATURE

TEMPERATURE Tw

5102 S107
Dy Ny
SET VALVE OPENING SET VALVE OPENING SET VALVE OPENING SET VALVE OPENING
DEGREE USING MAP DEGREE USING MAP DEGREE TO ZERO DEGREE TQO ZERO

A

Y

RETURN )

FIG. 6



U.S. Patent Dec. 13,2016 Sheet 7 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2

DUTY RATIO (%)

7

100+ ——————————— e mem e e
HEATER HOT
COMPONENT WATER FLOW
COOLING FLOW PASSAGE
PASSAGE
O--mmmmmmmmmmmmmmeees et ;
: : -
H1 H2 WATER
TEMPERATURE
DIFFERENCE

FIG. 7



US 9,517,677 B2

Sheet 8 of 10

Dec. 13, 2016

U.S. Patent

. == = — = HEATER OFF

HEATER ON
== VALVE CLOSED

TEMPERATURE

VALVE OPEN
+==m==n== TARGET WATER

\_

\ \ STABLE DEHUMIDIFICATION PERICD

\

HEATER WATER
TEMPERATURE

3

P SR VPR A S

'
1
3
1
1
]
]
'
'
b
'
]
]
1
i
I
]
1
4
]

lllllllll

O]
=z ~
=y P Rt T T T -
[0 44
=
[Z] N - “/UN U 1 S R PN M 18
24 D
T R B "zf "SI n I PRI NP S (NPT USRI i
w +
[T I £ Akt T S s B B e 1 =
<C L od
S
]
et 9w e Ny S
m |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 5
a | ettt f [ S (R R —
2 ] -
= ;
= . Bk - ! S
S B MOV = (e pd [T o (=] (=3 o
0 M~ M~ OO rs) —_ o u =] =]
4 O (=N — =
w B O, s
o HTE W=
2 Q NZ o Yo
55 2y gos g2
= <<
=X o= oz ]
< \/mwmw == mWP
\W/M QnT CWWW =20
<m [SX
i =

FIG. 8



U.S. Patent Dec. 13,2016 Sheet 9 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2

_____ HEATER OFF
HEATER ON
------ — VALVE CLOSED
VALVE OPEN
--------- TARGET WATER
TEMPERATURE
INTIAL PERIOD WATER TEMPERATURE
AFTER STARTING FLUCTUATION PERIOD STABLE DEHUMIDIFICATION
’ ¢ \ N )
v | \ \ {
P et ot o Sem——————
41 i A4 —m—— ————
AWATER 3l ‘
TEMPERATURE L

a3l HEATER WATER /

30 TEMPERATURE

28t =

! COOLANT
TEMPERATURE
20

(8) ON
S o L[] []

3000 -
1800
() 0
COMPRESSOR
ROTATIONAL
SPEED (rpm) 100
FULLY
(D) VALVE CLOSED
OPENING (%) O , ! |
L 1 1 >
tot )t ot
TIME

FIG. 9



U.S. Patent Dec. 13,2016 Sheet 10 of 10 US 9,517,677 B2

______ — VALVE CLOSED
VALVE OPEN
jmmmmeman TARGET WATER
INITIAL PERIOD HEATER WATER TEMPERATURE
AFTER STARTING  TEMPERATURE \ \
)
T / STABLE DEHUMIDIFICATION PERIOD
50 i 1
(AWATER 39 /CEO PERA E
TEMPERATURE 97 { TEMPERATUR
2471 AW I LW IS WS WA AT T WU W Y
10
7 V“H’ﬂ“'ﬂ&ﬂ""ﬂ““ﬁ“’ﬂh‘l‘l{
5 .
(B) ON
= \)
HE OFF 1
o) 6000
o
L
SPEED (rpm) 2500 -~ -==-=-=ms=mmmmmmmo o m oo
0 _____________________________________________________________________________
100
(D) VALVE
OPENING (%)
Ofgglry - T
CLOSED -
\ >
TIME



US 9,517,677 B2

1
VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National stage of International
Application No. PCT/IB2011/001081, filed May 19, 2011.
This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2010-137027, filed on Jun. 16, 2010. The entire
disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-137027
is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a vehicle air
conditioning system. More particularly, the present inven-
tion relates to a vehicle air conditioning system that can
perform heating and dehumidifying while reducing electric
power consumption.

Background Information

Vehicle air conditioning systems are known in the art. A
conventional vehicle air conditioning system can operate to
condition air inside a vehicle cabin without using engine
coolant. When such a system is operated in a heating mode,
the system typically uses hot fluid or heated air that has been
heated by an electric heater or a combustion heater. The
system could also use heat that is extracted by a heat pump
from air outside of the vehicle.

Since an electric vehicle does not have a combustion
engine, the air conditioning system is unable to use heat that
would be discharged from a combustion engine. Thus, an air
conditioning system in an electric vehicle can use an electric
heater. Since the amount of electric power consumed by an
electric heater affects a distance that the vehicle can travel
without recharging its battery, the distance typically declines
in the winter and other times when the electric power
consumption of the electric heater is large. Therefore, a
system described in Japanese Patent No. 3477868 is con-
figured to use heat of condensation discharged from a
refrigerant-fluid heat exchanger during a heating mode in
order to reduce electric power consumption.

SUMMARY

The vehicle air conditioning system described in Japanese
Patent No. 3477868 is configured to introduce outside air
during a heating mode even when the vehicle is in a cold
area where the ambient air temperature is low. However, the
heating mode efficiency is poor when the warm air inside the
vehicle cabin is discharged to the cabin exterior without
being used. Also, if heating is conducted by recirculating
interior cabin air, then dehumidification of the air can be
necessary because the humidity inside the cabin will rise.
Furthermore, an increase in the dehumidification rate will
typically cause an increase in the amount of electric power
consumed by the electric heater. Consequently, the distance
that the electric vehicle can travel without recharging its
battery can decline.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to
provide a vehicle air conditioning system that can perform
heating and dehumidifying while reducing electric power
consumption.

In view of the state of the know technology, a vehicle air
conditioning system basically comprises a duct, a refrigerant
evaporator, an air conditioning cooling flow passage, a
heater core, a heater hot fluid flow passage, a heat exchanger,
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2

an electric heater, an electrical component cooling flow
passage, a communication flow passage, a fluid temperature
sensor and a flow passage selector valve. The duct is
configured to provide air to a vehicle cabin interior. The
refrigerant evaporator is disposed in the duct. The air
conditioning cooling flow passage is configured to provide
cooled refrigerant to the refrigerant evaporator. The heater
core is disposed in the duct at a position downstream of the
refrigerant evaporator. The heater hot fluid flow passage is
configured to provide hot fluid to the heater core. The heat
exchanger is configured to exchange heat between a refrig-
erant flowing in the air conditioning cooling flow passage
and hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid flow passage.
The electric heater is disposed along the heater hot fluid flow
passage in a position downstream of the heat exchanger and
configured to further warm hot fluid that has undergone a
heat exchange in the heat exchanger. The electrical compo-
nent cooling flow passage is configured to cool an electrical
component installed in the vehicle by passing heat from the
electrical component through a cabin exterior heat
exchanger. The communication flow passage is configured
to connect the heater hot fluid flow passage and the electrical
component flow passage together such that the heater hot
fluid flow passage and the electrical component are arranged
in parallel. The fluid temperature sensor is configured to
detect a temperature of the hot fluid flowing in the heater hot
fluid flow passage. The flow passage selector valve is
disposed at a connecting portion between the heater hot fluid
flow passage and the communication flow passage and is
configured to allow hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid
flow passage to flow into the electrical component cooling
flow passage when a temperature of the hot fluid detected by
the fluid temperature sensor is higher than a prescribed
temperature.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to the attached drawings which form a part
of this original disclosure:

FIG. 1 is a system diagram illustrating an example of a
vehicle air conditioning system according to a disclosed
embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows an example of a structure of a heat
exchanger in the vehicle air conditioning system;

FIGS. 3A, 3B and 3C illustrate examples of operating
states of a flow passage selector valve in the vehicle air
conditioning system;

FIG. 4 is diagram illustrating an example of relationships
between an ambient air temperature and fluid temperatures
in the heater hot fluid flow passage and the electrical
component cooling flow passage of the vehicle air condi-
tioning system;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for explaining an example of
operations that can be performed by the vehicle air condi-
tioning system;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an example of operations
for an opening degree setting process that can be performed
by the vehicle air conditioning system with respect to the
flow passage selector valve;

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating examples of a degree of
opening for the flow passage selector valve of the vehicle air
conditioning system;

FIG. 8 is a timing diagram illustrating conditions of
features of the vehicle air conditioning system when an
ambient air temperature is at or about —10° C.;
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FIG. 9 is a timing diagram illustrating conditions of
features of the vehicle air conditioning system when an
ambient air temperature is at or about 20° C.; and

FIG. 10 is a timing diagram illustrating conditions of
features of the vehicle air conditioning system when an
ambient air temperature is 35° C.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Selected embodiments will now be explained with refer-
ence to the drawings. It will be apparent to those skilled in
the art from this disclosure that the following descriptions of
the embodiments are provided for illustration only and not
for the purpose of limiting the invention as defined by the
appended claims and their equivalents.

FIG. 1 is a system diagram illustrating an example of a
vehicle air conditioning system 1 in accordance with a
disclosed embodiment. The vehicle air conditioning system
1 includes a duct 10 through which air flows before being
delivered to a cabin interior. The vehicle air conditioning
system 1 further includes an air conditioning cooling flow
passage 20 through which a refrigerant used to adjust a
temperature of the air flows. The vehicle air conditioning
system 1 also includes a heater hot fluid flow passage 30
through which hot fluid flows. As further shown, the vehicle
air conditioning system 1 includes an electrical component
cooling flow passage 40 through which a coolant flows to
cool an electrical component installed in the vehicle. In
addition, the vehicle air conditioning system 1 includes a
communication flow passage 50 that is configured to couple
the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 and the electrical
component cooling flow passage 40 together. Moreover, a
heater controller 100 is configured to control a temperature
of the hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid flow passage
30.

As further shown, the duct 10 includes an outside air
intake port 11a and an inside air intake port 115. The duct 10
further includes an inside air/outside air selector damper 12,
a blower 13, an evaporator 25 and an air mix damper 14. The
duct 10 also includes a heater core 33, a mode selector
damper 15 and a discharge outlet 16.

The outside air intake port 11a and the inside air intake
port 115 are disposed on an upstream side of the duct 10, and
the inside air/outside air selector damper 12 operates to
select which air will be received into the duct 10. The
damper 12 is configured to turn freely and to be driven by
a servomotor or other actuator (not shown). In this embodi-
ment, inside air received into the duct 10.

Thus, the air is drawn to a downstream side of the duct 10
in accordance with a rotational speed of the blower 13. The
blower 13 is arranged inside a scroll casing of the duct 10
and the rotational speed of the blower 13 is controlled by a
blower motor (not shown). The evaporator 25 is installed
inside a cleaning unit case in an intermediate portion of the
duct 10 located downstream of the blower 13. The refrig-
erant in the evaporator 25 exchanges heat with air passing
through the evaporator 25 and evaporates as it cools the air.
The operation of the evaporator 25 is explained in more
detail below.

The air mix damper 14 is arranged in a middle portion of
the duct 10 in a position downstream of the evaporator 25
and can turn freely. The air mix damper 14 is driven with a
stepping motor, a servomotor, or another type of actuator
(not shown). The air mix damper 14 adjusts a ratio of the
amount of air that passes through the heater core 33 and an
amount of air that circumvents the heater core 33 after the
air is cooled by the evaporator 25. Immediately after opera-
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tion in a heating mode starts, the air mix damper 14 is
opened fully such that air cooled by the evaporator 25 passes
through the heater core 33.

The heater core 33 is disposed inside a heater unit case of
the duct 10 at a position downstream of the air mix damper
14. The hot fluid inside the heater core 33 exchanges heat
with air that passes through the heater core 33 due to the
adjustment of the air mix damper 14, thus warming the air.
The operation of the heater core 33 is explained in more
detail below.

After the temperature of the air has been adjusted, the air
flows to a discharge port 16 located farther downstream in
the duct 10. The discharge port 16 comprises a defrost
discharge port 164, a center and side face discharge port 165,
and a hood discharge port 16¢. Each of the discharge ports
164 through 16c¢ has a mode selector damper 154 through
15¢, respectively. The mode selector dampers 15a through
15¢ can turn freely and adjust an amount of air flowing
through each of the discharge ports 16a through 16¢. Each
of the mode selector dampers 15a through 15c¢ is driven by
a servomotor or other type of actuator (not shown).

The air conditioning cooling flow passage 20 connects a
compressor 21, a heat exchanger 22, a receiver 23, a
pressure reducing value 24, and the evaporator 25. The
refrigerant flowing in the air conditioning cooling flow
passage 20 changes state as the refrigerant circulates through
the inside of the flow passage.

The compressor 21 compresses gaseous refrigerant (in a
gaseous state) and discharges the refrigerant as a high-
temperature, high-pressure refrigerant gas. The compressor
21 is driven with an electric motor (not shown). The
compressor 21 includes an inverter (not shown) that controls
a rotational speed of the electric motor. Since changing the
speed of the electric motor changes an amount of refrigerant
gas discharged from the compressor 21, the amount of
refrigerant flowing through the air conditioning cooling
passage 20 can be adjusted by adjusting the motor speed.
Thus, a heating rate of the heat exchanger 22 (explained
later) and a cooling rate of the evaporator 25 are determined
based on the rotational speed of the compressor 21.

The heat exchanger 22 is disposed downstream of the
compressor 21. A high-temperature, high-pressure refriger-
ant gas discharged from the compressor 21 flows into a
refrigerant inlet port 22a of the heat exchanger 22. The heat
exchanger 22 condenses and liquefies the high-temperature,
high-pressure refrigerant gas. The refrigerant gas is cooled
in, for example, an isobaric manner. The heat of the refrig-
erant gas heats the hot fluid flowing through the heater hot
fluid flow passage 30. The substantially liquidized refriger-
ant flows from a refrigerant outlet port 226 of the heat
exchanger 22 to the receiver 23.

As shown, the receiver 23 is disposed downstream of the
heat exchanger 22. The receiver 22 separates the liquid
refrigerant from the gaseous refrigerant and sends only the
liquid refrigerant or substantially only the liquid refrigerant
to the pressure reducing valve 24. The vapor-liquid separator
can be an accumulator. The accumulator can be arranged
between the pressure reducing valve 24 and the compressor
21.

The pressure reducing valve 24 is disposed downstream
of the receiver 23. The pressure reducing valve in this
example can be an expansion valve. By reducing the pres-
sure, the pressure reducing valve 24 vaporizes the liquid
refrigerant and injects the refrigerant into the evaporator 25.
As a result, the liquid refrigerant changes into a low-
temperature, low-pressure refrigerant in a vapor-liquid two-
phase state.
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The evaporator 25 is disposed in the duct 10 as explained
previously. Air passing around the evaporator 25 exchanges
heat with the low-temperature refrigerant inside the evapo-
rator 25. The refrigerant receives heat from the air and
evaporates. Meanwhile, the air loses heat and its temperature
decreases. Moisture in the air condenses on a surface of the
chilled evaporator 25 and forms fluid (e.g., water) droplets.
As a result, the air flowing through the duct 10 is dehumidi-
fied and cooled by the evaporator 25. The refrigerant exiting
the evaporator 25 is returned to the compressor 21 and
compressed again.

A heater hot fluid flow passage 30 connects the afore-
mentioned heat exchanger 22, the electric heater 31, a fluid
temperature sensor 32, a heater core 33, a reserve tank 34,
a fluid pump 35, and a flow passage selector pump 36. Hot
fluid flows through the heater hot fluid flow passage 30. The
hot fluid undergoes temperature changes as it is circulated
through the passage. The fluid can be, for example, water or
an aqueous solution of, for example, ethylene glycol or other
antifreeze solutions.

The heat exchanger 22 heats the hot fluid flowing through
the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 using heat from the
refrigerant flowing through the air conditioning cooling flow
passage 20. The hot fluid flowing into the heat exchanger 22
through the hot fluid inlet port 22¢ is heated and discharged
from the hot fluid outlet port 22d. The heating of the hot fluid
in the heat exchanger 22 causes the refrigerant to be circu-
lated through the air conditioning cooling flow passage 20
by the compressor 21.

An example of the heat exchanger 22 will now be
explained with reference to FIG. 2. The heat exchanger 22
comprises, for example, a flow passage 220 connected to the
air conditioning cooling flow passage 20, and a flow passage
221 connected to the heater hot fluid flow passage 30. The
heat exchanger 22 is a plate heat exchanger made of an
aluminum alloy or other metal. The plate heat exchanger can
comprise press-formed metal plates stacked together with
packing in-between. The flow passage 220 and the flow
passage 221 are disposed in parallel inside the heat
exchanger 22. The coolant inlet port 224 of the flow passage
220 is adjacent to the hot fluid outlet port 224 of the flow
passage 221, and the coolant outlet port 226 of the flow
passage 220 is adjacent to the hot fluid inlet port 22¢ of the
flow passage 221. The refrigerant gas flowing in the flow
passage 220 and the hot fluid flowing in the flow passage
221 flow counter to each other. The refrigerant enters the
refrigerant inlet port 224 as a high-temperature, high-pres-
sure gas and gradually heats the hot fluid that flows through
the heat exchanger 22. The gaseous refrigerant condenses
and flows out from the refrigerant outlet port 225. Since the
refrigerant and the hot fluid flow counter each other, the hot
fluid entering from the hot fluid inlet port 22¢ is heated when
flowing through the flow passage 221. As the hot fluid
approaches the hot fluid outlet port 22d, the hot fluid is
heated further by the high-temperature refrigerant that has
entered from the refrigerant inlet port 22a and has not yet
lost substantial heat. Thus, the performance of the heat
exchanger is improved by arranging for the refrigerant to
flow counter to the refrigerant with which heat is being
exchanged.

Returning to FIG. 1, the electric heater 31 is disposed
downstream of the heat exchanger 22. The electric heater 31
further heats the hot fluid heated by the heat exchanger 22
as necessary. Electric current supplied to electric heater 31
is controlled by, for example, a heater controller (not
shown). Hence, the electric heater 31 generates heat that
heats the hot fluid.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

The fluid temperature sensor 32 is disposed near a down-
stream side of the electric heater 31. The fluid temperature
sensor 32 detects a temperature of the hot fluid flowing
through the heater hot fluid flow passage 30. The fluid
temperature sensor 32 can be disposed near any one of the
heat exchanger 22, the electric heater 31, and the heater core
33, or integrated with any one of these components. As
mentioned previously, the heater core 33 is disposed inside
the duct 10 in a position downstream of the evaporator 25
and the air mix damper 14. Hot fluid heated to a high
temperature flows through an inside of the heater core 33
and exchanges heat with air flowing around the heater core
33. The air exiting the evaporator 25 has been cooled to a
low temperature and, thus, removes heat from the hot fluid.
The temperature of the air rises and the temperature of the
hot fluid is lowered. The heated air is adjusted by the air mix
damper 14 to mix with air that has not passed through the
heater core 33. The mixed air is blown into the vehicle cabin
through the discharge port 16. After releasing heat and
falling to a lower temperature in the heater core 33, the hot
fluid leaves the heater core 33 and flows toward the reserve
tank 34.

The reserve tank 34 is disposed between the heater core
33 and the fluid pump 35. The reserve tank 34 serves a
vapor-liquid separator and separates air and liquid that have
flowed into the heater hot fluid flow passage 30. The reserve
tank 34 is provided such that a liquid surface is aligned with
or substantially aligned with an uppermost portion of the
heater hot fluid flow passage 30. Separated air collects in the
reserve tank 34, and only the liquid or substantially only the
liquid is returned to the heater hot fluid flow passage 30.

The fluid pump 35 is disposed downstream of reserve tank
34. The fluid pump 35 pumps hot fluid flowing in from the
reserve tank 34 to the heat exchanger 22 again such that the
hot fluid circulates inside the heater hot fluid flow passage
30. The fluid pump 35 has an impeller (not shown) arranged
inside and driven by a motor.

The flow passage selector valve 36 is disposed down-
stream of the fluid pump 35. The flow passage selector valve
36 is, for example, a three-way valve. The flow passage
selector valve 36 has an inlet port 36a into which hot fluid
flows from the fluid pump 35 through the heater hot fluid
flow passage 30. The flow passage selector valve 36 further
includes an outlet port 365 from which hot fluid flows to a
downstream section of the heater hot fluid flow passage 30,
and an outlet port 36¢ from which hot fluid flows to the
communication flow passage 50a as explained below. The
flow passage selector valve 36 is driven by, for example, a
pulse width modulation (PWM) signal and the opening
degree is set in accordance with a duty ratio of the PWM
signal.

The flow passage selector valve 36 will now be explained
with reference to FIGS. 3A to 3C which illustrate exemplary
operating states of a flow passage selector valve. FIG. 3A
shows a state in which the flow passage selector valve is
fully open. In this state, the hot fluid from the heater hot fluid
flow passage 30u does not flow downstream to the heater hot
fluid flow passage 301. Thus, all or substantially all of the
hot fluid entering the flow passage selector valve 36 flows to
the communication flow passage 50a. The hot fluid then
flows through the communication flow passage 50a to an
electrical component cooling flow passage 40 as explained
later below.

FIG. 3B shows a state in which the flow passage selector
valve is fully closed. In this state, fluid from the heater hot
fluid flow passage 30u flows directly to downstream to the
heater hot fluid flow passage 301 and none or basically none
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of the hot fluid flows to the communication flow passage
50a. Thus, the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 and the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40 become inde-
pendent circulation passages.

FIG. 3C shows a state in which the flow passage selector
valve is opened to an opening degree of 70%. In this state,
hot fluid from the heater hot fluid flow passage 30u is
distributed to the communication flow passage 50a and to
the downstream heater hot fluid flow passage 301.

Thus, by opening and closing the flow passage selector
valve 36, the amount of the hot fluid flowing from the heater
hot fluid flow passage 30 to the electrical component cooling
flow passage 40 can be adjusted. An opening degree control
executed with respect to the flow selector valve 36 will be
explained below.

As further shown in FIG. 1, the electrical component
cooling flow passage 40 connects an electrical component
41, a radiator 42, a fluid temperature sensor 43, a reserve
tank 44, and a fluid pump 45. A coolant flows through the
electrical component flow passage 40 and undergoes tem-
perature changes as it is circulated through the passage. An
aqueous solution of ethylene glycol or other antifreeze can
be used as the coolant.

The electrical component 41 can be, for example, a motor
used to drive the vehicle, an inverter, a high-voltage battery,
a DC/DC converter, or a charger. The electrical component
41 emits heat when electrically energized. Thus, the elec-
trical component 41 can be cooled with the coolant in order
to prevent the electrical component 41 from failing or
undergoing a performance decline due to heat.

The radiator 42 is disposed downstream of the electric
component 41. As understood in the art, the radiator 42 is
typically arranged in a location where it is readily exposed
to a traveling wind (moving air) when the vehicle moves
forward. The coolant transfers heat from the electrical
component 41 to the radiator 42. The heat is exchanged with
air passing through the radiator 42 that includes air entering
the radiator due to vehicle movement and cooling air that is
blown through the radiator by a cooling fan 42a. As shown,
the cooling fan 424 is attached to the radiator 42. Thus, the
temperature of the coolant rises due to heat emitted from the
electrical component 41, and the coolant is cooled to a
temperature equal to or below a prescribed temperature in
the radiator 42.

Although the radiator 42 is cooled by air when the vehicle
is moving, there are times, such as during traffic congestion,
when the radiator 42 cannot be sufficiently cooled by the
outside air. In such situations, the cooling fan 42a is driven
by a motor (not shown) to increase the amount of air flowing
through the radiator 42 and cool the radiator 42.

A fluid sensor 43 is disposed on an outlet side of the
radiator 42. The fluid temperature sensor 43 detects a
temperature of the coolant flowing to the electrical compo-
nent 41 from the radiator 42. The cooling fan 42a is driven
when a temperature of the coolant detected by the coolant
sensor 43 is equal to or above a prescribed temperature.

The reserve tank 44 is disposed downstream of the
radiator 42. The reserve tank 44 serves a vapor-liquid
separator and separates air and liquid that have flowed into
the electrical component cooling flow passage 40. The
reserve tank 44 is provided such that a liquid surface is
aligned with or substantially aligned with an uppermost
portion of the electrical component cooling flow passage 40.
Separated air collects in the reserve tank 44 and only the
liquid or substantially only the liquid is returned to the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40. Also, the
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reserve tank 44 can be formed as an integral unit with the
reserve tank 34 disposed in the heater hot fluid flow passage
30.

As further shown, the fluid pump 45 is disposed down-
stream of reserve tank 44. The fluid pump 45 pumps coolant
flowing in from the reserve tank 44 to the electrical com-
ponent 41 again such that the coolant circulates inside the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40. The fluid
pump 45 has an impeller (not shown) arranged inside and
driven by a motor.

The communication flow passage 50 is disposed between
the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 and the electrical
component cooling flow passage 40 and serves to connect
the two flow passages together. The communication flow
passage 50 in this example comprises two flow passages,
namely, a flow passage 50a and a flow passage 505. One end
of'the communication flow passage 50 connects to the heater
hot fluid flow passage 50 at the outlet port 50¢ of the flow
passage selector valve 36. The electrical component cooling
flow passage 40 includes a first end 40a and a second end
40b. The flow passage 50qa is connected to the first end 40a
of the electrical component cooling flow passage 40. The
flow passage 506 is connected to the second end 405 of the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40. The other end
connects to the electrical component cooling flow passage
40 between the electrical component 41 and the radiator 42.
One end of the communication flow passage 505 connects to
the heater hot fluid flow passage 50 between the flow
passage selector valve 36 and the heat exchanger 22. The
other end of the communication flow passage 505 connects
to the electrical component cooling flow passage 40 between
the radiator 42 and the reserve tank 44. When the flow
passage selector valve 36 is opened to the communication
flow passage 50a, hot fluid from the heater hot fluid flow
passage 30 flows into the communication flow passage 50a.
The hot fluid flowing in mixes with the coolant in the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40 and passes
through the radiator 42 before returning to the heater hot
fluid flow passage 30 through the communication flow
passage 505. The hot fluid flowing through the communi-
cation flow passage 505 has a lower temperature than the hot
fluid flowing through the communication flow passage 50a.

The heater controller 100 controls the electric heater 31
and the flow passage selector valve 36 to control the
temperature of the hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid
flow passage 30. The heater controller 100 comprises, for
example, a microcomputer having a central processing unit
(CPU), a read only memory (ROM), a random access
memory (RAM), and an input/output interface (I/O inter-
face). The heater controller 100 can also comprise a plurality
of microcomputers.

An example of the operation of the vehicle air condition-
ing system 1 will now be explained with reference to the
graph in FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is diagram illustrating exemplary
relationships between an ambient air temperature and fluid
temperatures in the heater hot fluid flow passage and the
electrical component cooling flow passage.

The vehicle air conditioning system 1 controls the electric
heater 31 and the flow passage selector valve 36 such that
the hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid flow passage 30
is held at or about a target temperature set based on a
discharge air temperature. In this way, the vehicle air con-
ditioning system 1 achieves a comfortable environment
inside the vehicle cabin while reducing the amount of
electric power consumed by the electric heater 31.

The horizontal axis of the graph in FIG. 4 indicates an
outside ambient air temperature. The ambient air tempera-
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ture is a temperature value detected by an ambient air
temperature sensor (not shown) that can be provided in a
position frontward of the radiator 42. The vertical axis
indicates a temperature of the hot fluid flowing in the heater
hot fluid flow passage 30 (hereinafter called heater fluid
temperature) and a temperature of the coolant flowing in the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40 (hereinafter
called electrical component coolant temperature). The heater
fluid temperature and the electrical component coolant tem-
perature are values detected by fluid temperature sensors 32
and 43, respectively, provided in the flow passages.

Immediately or soon after the vehicle is started, the heater
fluid temperature is the same or about the same as the
ambient air temperature. The ambient air temperature and
the heater fluid temperature are equal or substantially equal
as indicated by the lower boundary line of region D. The
heater fluid temperature increases in region A due to heat
generated by the electric heater 31 and the heat exchanger
22. During a period immediately or soon after the vehicle is
started, the vehicle is not traveling in a stable manner. Thus,
the temperature inside the vehicle cabin is not stable. During
this period, a target temperature of the heater fluid tempera-
ture is set to a value in region B. This target temperature of
the heater fluid temperature is set as an initial target heater
fluid temperature and an example is indicated with a dotted
line in the graph. After a temperature inside the vehicle cabin
stabilizes, the target heater fluid temperature is set to a value
in region C. This target temperature of the heater fluid
temperature is set as a stable target heater fluid temperature,
and an example is indicated with a dotted line in the graph.
Also, the electric component coolant temperature is equal to
or substantially equal to the ambient air temperature imme-
diately or soon after the vehicle is started. Therefore, a target
temperature is set to a value in the region D. The electrical
component coolant temperature is controlled based on an
amount of heat emitted from the electrical component 41
and a wind speed of air flowing through the radiator 42, such
that the electric component coolant temperature ultimately
lies in the region D. The region D has a maximum width of
20 degrees or about 20 degrees from a lower boundary line
(i.e., the ambient air temperature) and does not exceed a line
indicating an allowable temperature of the coolant cooling
the electrical component 41.

The heater fluid temperature stabilizes when an amount of
heat radiated from the heater core 33 and an amount of heat
emitted from the heat exchanger 22 and the electric heater 31
are equal. Then, the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 and the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40 can be sepa-
rated into independent circulation passages. When an
amount of heat radiated from the heater core 33 is larger than
an amount of heat emitted from the heat exchanger 22 and
the electric heater 31 is large, the heater hot fluid flow
passage 30 and the electrical component cooling flow pas-
sage 40 are separated from each other to adjust an amount
of heat emitted from the electric heater 31. However, if the
rotational speed of the compressor 31 increases and the
amount of heat emitted from the heat exchanger 22 increases
beyond the amount of heat radiated from the heater core 33,
then the heater fluid temperature will continue to rise. In
such a situation, the flow passage selector valve 36 is opened
such that the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 and the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40 are joined
together. Since electrical component coolant having a lower
temperature than the heater hot fluid flows into the heater hot
fluid flow passage 30, the rising heater fluid temperature can
be lowered. However, if a large amount of electrical com-
ponent coolant is allowed to flow into the heater hot fluid
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flow passage 30, then the heater fluid temperature will
decrease far below the target fluid temperature. If this
occurs, the comfort of the cabin interior could be degraded
and the electric current consumption could increase because
the electric heater 31 will be driven to output heat in order
to increase the heater fluid temperature. This phenomenon is
particularly apparent when the ambient air temperature is
low because the difference between the heater fluid tem-
perature (region B or C) and the electrical component
coolant temperature (region D) is large. Therefore, an open-
ing degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 is set in
accordance with a temperature difference between the heater
fluid temperature and the electrical component coolant tem-
perature.

An example of a process performed by a vehicle air
conditioning system 1 will now be explained in detail with
reference to the flowchart shown in FIG. 5. The vehicle air
conditioning system 1 repeatedly executes the processing
steps of the flowchart once per small cycle time (e.g., every
10 milliseconds or other suitable time period).

In step S1, the heater controller 100 determines if a heater
request has occurred. A heater request constitutes a passen-
ger turning a fan switch on. If a heater request exists, then
the heater controller 100 processing proceeds to step S2. If
a heater request does not exist, then the heater controller 100
processing ends the control sequence as indicated.

In step S2, the heater controller 100 calculates a target
fluid temperature (Twt) for the heater fluid temperature. The
target fluid temperature Twt is calculated in this example by
adding a quantity ATw1 to a target discharge air temperature
To. The target discharge air temperature To is a target
temperature at an air conditioner discharge port inside the
vehicle. The target discharge air temperature To is deter-
mined based on detection values from a plurality of sensors
(e.g., an ambient air temperature sensor, a cabin interior
temperature sensor, an outlet temperature sensor of the
evaporator 25, and a solar radiation sensor) and a tempera-
ture setting value set by a passenger (e.g., a driver or
passenger of the vehicle). The discharge air temperature is
determined by mixing of air that has passed through the
evaporator 25 and air that has passed through the heater core
33. Since a temperature of the hot fluid flowing in the heater
core 33 is higher than the target discharge air temperature To
by the quantity ATwl1, the actual discharge air temperature
becomes the target discharge air temperature To. In this
example, the quantity ATwl is preferably set to 5° C. or
approximately 5° C.

In step S3, the heater controller 100 determines if the
target fluid temperature Twt for the heater fluid temperature
is higher than a prescribed temperature Tx. The prescribed
temperature Tx is an upper limit value and is fixed. The
target discharge air temperature To is calculated based on
various parameters, and thus is sometimes calculated to be
an abnormally high value. The prescribed temperature Tx is
preferably a value of approximately 60 to 70° C. in order to
maintain a comfortable environment inside the vehicle cabin
while reducing the amount of electric power consumed by
the electric heater. If the target fluid temperature Tw for the
heater fluid temperature is higher than the prescribed tem-
perature Tx, then the heater controller 100 processing pro-
ceeds to step S4. If the target fluid temperature Tw for the
heater fluid temperature is equal to or lower than the
prescribed temperature Tx, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S5.

In step S4, the heater controller 100 sets the target fluid
temperature Twt for the heater fluid temperature to the
prescribed value Tx. In step S5, the heater controller 100
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determines if the target fluid temperature Twt for the heater
fluid temperature is lower than an ambient air temperature T
and lower than an actual heater fluid temperature Tw. If both
conditions exist, then the heater controller 100 proceeds to
step S6. If both conditions not exist, then the heater con-
troller 100 proceeds to step S8.

In step S6, the heater controller 100 turns the electric
heater 31 off. In step S7, the heater controller 100 executes
an opening degree setting process with respect to the flow
passage selector valve 36. The setting processing will be
explained in detail later.

In step S8, which occurs if both conditions are determined
not to exist in step S5, the heater controller 100 determines
if the compressor 21 is on. The compressor 21 is driven
when the air conditioner switch has been turned on by a
passenger and there is a difference between a cabin interior
temperature and the discharge air temperature, or when
dehumidification is required during a heating mode. If the
compressor 21 is on, then the heater controller 100 process-
ing proceeds to step S9. If the compressor 21 is off, then the
heater controller 100 processing proceeds to step S10.

In step S9, the heater controller 100 sets a coefficient a to
-7 and a coefficient b to -2; and these coefficients serve to
set an allowable range of the heater fluid temperature. The
allowable range of the heater fluid temperature comprises
threshold values used to turn the electric heater on and off
based on the target fluid temperature Twt. The electric heater
31 is controlled such that the heater fluid temperature is held
within the allowable range. However, in step S10, the heater
controller 100 sets the coeflicient a to -2 and the coefficient
b to 3 (these coeflicients serve to set the allowable range of
the heater fluid temperature).

In step S11, the heater controller 100 sets a range within
which the heater fluid temperature will be maintained by the
electric heater 31. A lower limit temperature of the heater
fluid temperature is set to a value obtained by adding the
coeflicient a to the target fluid temperature Twt. Also, an
upper limit temperature is set to a value obtained by adding
the coefficient b to the target fluid temperature Twt. The
electric heater 31 turns on when the heater fluid temperature
falls below the lower limit temperature Twt+a and turns off
when the heater fluid temperature rises above the upper limit
temperature Twt+b. The coefficients a and b can be calcu-
lated by determining experimentally heater fluid tempera-
tures at which a cabin interior temperature can be main-
tained in a stable fashion. When the compressor 21 is
running, the temperature region maintained by the electric
heater 31 decreases because heating takes place in the heat
exchanger 22 as well as the electric heater 31.

In step S12, the heater controller 100 determines if an
actual heater fluid temperature Tw is higher than the upper
limit temperature Tw+b. If the actual heater fluid tempera-
ture is higher than the upper limit temperature, then the
heater controller 100 processing proceeds to step S13. If the
actual heater fluid temperature is equal to or lower than the
upper limit temperature, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S15.

In step S13, the heater controller 100 turns the electric
heater 31 off. In step S14, the heater controller 100 executes
an opening degree setting process with respect to the flow
passage selector valve 36.

On the other hand, in step S15, the heater controller 100
determines if the actual heater fluid temperature Tw is higher
than the lower limit temperature Twt+a. If the actual heater
fluid temperature is higher than the lower limit temperature,
then the heater controller 100 proceeds to step S16. If the
actual heater fluid temperature is equal to or lower than the
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lower limit temperature, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S19.

In step S16, the heater controller 100 determines if the
heater fluid temperature Tw is decreasing. If the heater fluid
temperature Tw is decreasing, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S17. If the heater fluid tempera-
ture Tw is increasing, then the heater controller 100 pro-
cessing proceeds to step S19. Also, the processing can
determine if the electric heater 31 is off instead of deter-
mining if the heater fluid temperature Tw is decreasing.

In step S17, the heater controller 100 turns the electric
heater 31 off. In step S18, the heater controller 100 executes
an opening degree setting process with respect to the flow
passage selector valve 36.

However, in step S19, the heater controller 100 turns the
electric heater 31 on. In step S20, the heater controller 100
closes the flow passage selector valve 36 completely.

The valve opening degree setting process executed with
respect to the flow passage selector valve 36 in steps S7,
S14, and S18 will now be explained with reference to the
flowchart shown in FIG. 6.

In step S100, the heater controller 100 sets a heater fluid
temperature valve allowable range. The heater fluid tem-
perature valve allowable range comprises a lower limit
temperature equal to the target fluid temperature Twt and an
upper limit temperature equal to the sum of the target fluid
temperature Twt and a quantity ATw2. The valve allowable
range is a range of heater fluid temperatures that is main-
tained by the flow passage selector valve 36. The flow
passage selector valve 36 opens when the heater fluid
temperature exceeds the upper limit temperature Twt+ATw2
and closes when the heater fluid temperature returns to the
lower limit temperature Twt. In this example, the quantity
ATw2 is preferably set to 3° C. or approximately 3° C.

In step S101, the heater controller 100 determines if an
actual heater fluid temperature Tw is higher than the upper
limit temperature Twt+ATw2. If the actual heater fluid
temperature is higher than the upper limit temperature, then
the heater controller 100 processing proceeds to step S102.
If the actual heater fluid temperature is equal to or lower than
the upper limit temperature, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S103.

In step S102, the heater controller 100 sets an opening
degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 based on a map.
The processing executed in this step will be explained in
detail later. However, in step S103, the heater controller 100
determines if an actual heater fluid temperature Tw is higher
than the lower limit temperature Twt. If the actual heater
fluid temperature is higher than the lower limit temperature,
then the heater controller 100 processing proceeds to step
S104. If the actual heater fluid temperature is equal to or
lower than the lower limit temperature, then the heater
controller 100 processing proceeds to step S107.

In step S104, the heater controller 100 determines if the
heater fluid temperature Tw is decreasing. If the heater fluid
temperature Tw is decreasing, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S105. If the heater fluid tem-
perature Tw is increasing, then the heater controller 100
processing proceeds to step S106. Also, the processing can
determine if the electric heater 31 is off instead of deter-
mining if the heater fluid temperature Tw is decreasing.

In step S105, the heater controller 100 sets an opening
degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 based on, for
example, a map of values. In step S106, the heater controller
100 sets the opening degree of the flow passage selector
valve 36 to zero. The hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid
flow passage 30 does not flow to the electrical component
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cooling flow passage 40. Thus, the heater hot fluid flow
passage 30 and the electrical component cooling flow pas-
sage 40 become independent flow passages. In step S107,
the heater controller 100 sets the opening degree of the flow
passage selector valve 36 to zero.

An opening degree map used to set the opening degree of
the flow passage selector valve 36 in steps S102 and S105
will now be explained with reference to FIG. 7. The hori-
zontal axis indicates a fluid temperature difference obtained
by subtracting the electrical component cooling fluid tem-
perature Th from the heater fluid temperature Tw. The
vertical axis represents a duty ratio of the flow passage
selector valve 36. The flow passage selector valve 36 is
considered to have an opening degree of zero when heater
hot fluid does not flow from the heater hot fluid flow passage
30 to the electrical component cooling flow passage 40, and
the two flow passages are isolated from each other. The duty
ratio of the flow passage selector valve 36 is a distribution
ratio of heater hot fluid allowed to flow from the heater hot
fluid flow passage 30 to the electrical component cooling
flow passage 40 and corresponds to a valve opening degree.

If the fluid temperature difference between the heater fluid
temperature Tw and the electrical component cooling fluid
temperature Th is small, then the temperature of the heater
hot fluid will not decrease suddenly even if the valve
opening degree is set to 100% and electrical component
coolant is allowed to flow into the heater hot fluid flow
passage 30. When the fluid temperature difference is larger,
the temperature of the heater hot fluid can be prevented from
declining suddenly by setting the valve opening degree to a
smaller value and allowing the electrical component coolant
to flow into the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 more
gradually. The valve opening degree is set to zero when the
fluid temperature difference is equal to or larger than a
prescribed value H2, and the valve opening degree set to
100% when the fluid temperature difference is equal to or
smaller than a prescribed value H1. By adjusting the opening
degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 according to the
fluid temperature difference, a situation in which the heater
fluid temperature decreases suddenly and must be raised by
the electric heater 31 can be avoided, thus preventing
wasteful use of the electric heater.

A control executed by a vehicle air conditioning system 1
according to this example during different ambient air
temperatures will now be explained with reference to FIGS.
8 to 10. FIG. 8 is an exemplary timing chart illustrating a
control executed when an ambient air temperature is —10° C.
Although the target fluid temperature for the heater fluid
temperature and other quantities are expressed with specific
numerical values, these temperatures and quantities can
have any suitable values.

At a time 10 in FIG. 8, a request for heating is issued by
a driver (a “Yes” condition in step S1). At this time, the
heater fluid temperature and the electrical component cool-
ing fluid temperature are the same as the ambient air
temperature at —10° C. An initial target fluid temperature for
the heater fluid temperature is set to 70° C. (steps S2 and
S3). Since the target fluid temperature is higher than the
ambient air temperature (a “No” condition in step S5) and
the compressor 21 is not running (portion (C) of FIG. 8, and
a “No” condition in step S8), the heater fluid temperature
allowable range is 68 to 73° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and
steps S10 and S11). Since the turbine fluid temperature is the
same as the ambient air temperature at —10° C. (portion (A)
of FIG. 8, and a “No” condition in steps S12 and S15), the
electric heater 31 turns on and heats the hot fluid in the
heater hot fluid flow passage 30 (portion (B) of FIG. 8, and
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step S19). Since the flow passage selector valve 36 is set to
a closed state (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and step S20) when the
electric heater 31 is on, the temperature of the hot fluid in
heater hot fluid flow passage 30 is rises and the temperature
of the coolant in the electrical component cooling flow
passage 40 undergoes substantially no temperature rise
(portion (A) of FIG. 8). At a time tl, the vehicle air
conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in steps S1, S2,
S3, S5, S8, S10, S11, S12, S15, S19 and S20 as discussed
above.

At the time t1, the heater fluid temperature exceeds a
lower limit temperature, such as 68° C., of the allowable
range (portion (A) of FIG. 8, steps S12 and S15, and a “Yes”
condition in step S15). Since the heater fluid temperature is
rising (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and a “No” condition in step
S16), the electric heater 31 remains on and heats the hot fluid
in the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 (portions (B) and (D)
of FIG. 8, and steps S19 and S20). At a time t2, the vehicle
air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in steps S1,
S2, S3, S5, S8, S10, S11, S12, S15, S16, S19 and S20 as
discussed above.

At the time t2, the heater fluid temperature exceeds a
target fluid temperature of, for example, 70° C. (portion (A)
of FIG. 8, steps S12 and S15, and a “Yes” condition in step
S15). Similarly to the period from the time t1 to the time 12,
the electric heater 31 is on and the heater fluid temperature
is rising (portions (A) and (B) of FIG. 8, steps S15, S16 and
S19). The flow passage selector valve 36 is closed (step
S20). At a time t3, the vehicle air conditioning system 1
repeats the processing in steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S10, S11,
S12, S15, S16, S19 and S20.

At the time t3, the heater fluid temperature exceeds an
upper limit temperature, 73° C., of the allowable range
(portion (A) of FIG. 8, and a “Yes” condition in step S12).
The electric heater 31 is turned off such that heating of the
hot fluid in the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 is stopped
(portion (B) of FIG. 8, and step S13). Also, the opening
degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 is set in order
to reduce the heater fluid temperature, which has become too
high. Since the fluid temperature difference between the
heater fluid temperature and the electrical component cool-
ant temperature is large, the opening degree of the flow
passage selector valve 36 is set to 0% such that the valve is
fully closed (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and step S14). At a time
t4, the vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the pro-
cessing step sequence S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S10, S11, S12, S13
and S14 (steps S100, S101 and S102).

In FIG. 6, the heater fluid temperature valve allowable
range is set to 70° C. to 73° C. with the quantity ATw3 at 3°
C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and step S100). Since the heater
fluid temperature exceeded 73° C. at the time t3 (portion (A)
of FIG. 8, and a “Yes” condition in step S101), the opening
degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 is set using a
map shown in FIG. 7 (step S102). In FIG. 7, the fluid
temperature difference H2 is 50° C. If the flow passage
selector valve 36 is opened when the difference (fluid
temperature difference) between the heater fluid temperature
and the electrical component coolant temperature is equal to
or higher than 50° C., then the heater fluid temperature will
decrease rapidly. Therefore, when the fluid temperature
difference is equal to or higher than 50° C., the flow passage
selector valve 36 is not operated and remains in a closed
state.

At time t1, the heater fluid temperature falls below the
upper limit temperature, 73° C., of the allowable range
(portion (A) of FIG. 8, steps S12 and S15, a “Yes” condition
in step S15, steps S101 and S103, and a “Yes” condition in
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step S103). At this time, the electric heater 31 is OFF and the
heater fluid temperature gradually declines, i.e., is decreas-
ing (a “Yes” condition in step S16). Since the electric heater
31 remains off, the fluid temperature difference is large, and
the heater fluid temperature decreasing, the flow passage
selector valve 36 continues to be set to a closed state
(portions (B) and (D) of FIG. 8, and steps S17 and S18). At
a time t5, the vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the
processing of steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S10, S11, S12, S15,
S16, S17 and S18 (steps S100, S101, S103, S104 and S105).

At the time t5, the heater fluid temperature falls below the
target heater fluid temperature, i.e., the lower limit tempera-
ture of 70° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, steps S101 and S103,
and a “No” condition in step S3). Since the heater fluid
temperature has reached the target fluid temperature and
does not need to be lowered further, the flow passage
selector valve 36 is set to a closed state (portion (D) of FIG.
8, and step S107). At a time t6, the vehicle air conditioning
system 1 repeats the processing in steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8,
S10, S11, S12, S15, S16, S17 and S18 (S100, S101, S103
and S107).

At the time 16, the heater fluid temperature falls below the
lower limit temperature, 68° C., of the allowable range
(portion (A) of FIG. 8, steps S12 and S15, and a “No”
condition in step S15). Therefore, the electric heater 31 is
turned on to raise the heater fluid temperature (portion (B)
of FIG. 8, and step S19). When the electric heater 31 is
turned on, the flow passage selector valve 36 is set to a
closed state because opening it would counteract the heating
effect (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and step S20). At a time t7, the
vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in
steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S10, S11, S12, S15, S19 and S20.

At the time t7, the heater fluid temperature exceeds the
lower limit temperature, 68° C., of the allowable range
(portion (A) of FIG. 8, and a “Yes” condition in step S15).
At the time t7, a similar state exists as existed at the time t1.
Thereafter, the temperature variation of the heater hot fluid
repeats the pattern exhibited during the period from the time
tl to the time t7.

A control executed when a temperature inside the vehicle
cabin has stabilized will now be explained. An stable target
fluid temperature for the heater fluid temperature is set to 65°
C. (steps S2, S3 and S5, and a “No” condition in step S5).
Dehumidification is conducted because the humidity inside
the vehicle cabin has increased due to operation in a heating
mode in which interior air is recirculated. Thus, the com-
pressor 21 is operated (portion (C) of FIG. 8, and a “Yes”
condition in step S8). When the compressor 21 is operated,
the hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid flow passage 30
is heated in the heat exchanger 22 by a heat of condensation
of the high-pressure, high-temperature refrigerant gas flow-
ing in the air conditioning cooling flow passage 20. A
temperature region within which the heater fluid temperature
is maintained by the electric heater 31 is lowered in view of
an amount by which the heater hot fluid is heated in the heat
exchanger 22. A heater fluid temperature allowable range is
set to 58° C. to 63° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and steps S9
and S11). Also, a valve allowable range of the flow passage
selector valve 36 is set to 65 to 68° C. (portion (A) of FIG.
8, step S100).

At a time t10, the heater fluid temperature falls below the
lower limit temperature of 58° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8,
steps S12 and S15, and a “No” condition in step S15) and the
electric heater 31 is turned on (portion (B) of FIG. 8, and
step S19). Meanwhile, the flow passage selector valve 36 is
closed (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and step S20). At a time t11,
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the vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing
in steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S15, S19 and S20.

At the time t11, the heater fluid temperature exceeds the
lower limit temperature of 58° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8,
steps S12 and S15, and a “Yes” condition in S15). The
electric heater 31 is on and the heater fluid temperature is
rising (portion (A) of FIG. 8 and (B), and a “No” condition
in step S16 and S19). Meanwhile, the flow passage selector
valve 36 is closed (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and step S20). At
a time t12, the vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the
processing in steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S15,
S16, S19 S20.

At the time t12, the heater fluid temperature exceeds the
upper limit temperature of 63° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and
a “Yes” condition in step S12) and the electric heater 31 is
turned off (portion (B) of FIG. 8, and step S13). The heater
fluid temperature has not reached the lower limit tempera-
ture 65° C. of the valve allowable range and the flow passage
selector valve is in a closed state (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and
steps S14, S101, S103 and S107). At a time t13, the vehicle
air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in steps S1,
S2, S3, S5, S8, 89, S11, S12, S13, S14 (steps S100, S101,
$103 and S107).

At the time t13, the heater fluid temperature rises beyond
a target fluid temperature (the lower limit temperature of the
valve allowable range) of 65° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and
a “Yes” condition in step S12). The electric heater 31
remains off and the flow passage selector valve 36 remains
in a closed state (portions (B) and (D) of FIG. 8, and steps
S13, S14, S101, S103, S104 and S106). Ata time t14, the
vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in
steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S13 and S14 (steps
$100, S101, S103, S104 and S106).

At the time t14, the heater fluid temperature exceeds an
upper limit temperature, 68° C., of the valve allowable range
(portion (A) of FIG. 8, and a “Yes” condition in step S12)
and the electric heater 31 is off (portion (B) of FIG. 8, and
step S13). Although the opening degree of the flow passage
selector valve 36 is set using a map, the flow passage
selector valve 36 remains in a closed state because the fluid
temperature difference, i.e., the difference between the
heater fluid temperature and the electrical component cool-
ant temperature, is large (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and steps
S14, S101 and S102). At a time t15, the vehicle air condi-
tioning system 1 repeats the processing in steps S1, S2, S3,
S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S13 and S14 (steps S100, S101 and
S102).

At the time t15, the heater fluid temperature falls below
the upper limit temperature, 68° C., of the valve allowable
range (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and a “Yes” condition in step
S12) and the electric heater 31 is off (portion (B) of FIG. 8,
and step S13). Although the opening degree of the flow
passage selector valve 36 is set using a map, the flow
passage selector valve 36 remains in a closed state because
the fluid temperature difference, i.e., the difference between
the heater fluid temperature and the electrical component
coolant temperature, is large (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and
steps S14, S101, S103, S104 and S105). At a time t16, the
vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in
steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S13 and S14 (steps
$100, S101, S103, S104 and S105).

At the time t16, the heater fluid temperature falls below a
target fluid temperature (the lower limit temperature of the
valve allowable range) of 65° C. (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and
a “Yes” condition in step S12) and the electric heater 31 is
off (portion (B) of FIG. 8, and step S13). The flow passage
selector valve 36 is in a closed state (portion (D) of FIG. 8,



US 9,517,677 B2

17
and steps S14, S101, S103 and S107). At a time t17, the
vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the processing in
steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S13 and S14 (steps
$100, S101, S103 and S107).

At the time t17, the heater fluid temperature falls below
the upper limit temperature, 63° C., of the allowable range
(portion (A) of FIG. 8, and steps S12, S15 and S16, and a
“Yes” condition in step S16) and the electric heater 31 is off
(portion (B) of FIG. 8, and step S17). Although the opening
degree of the flow passage selector valve 36 is set using a
map, the flow passage selector valve 36 remains in a closed
state because the fluid temperature difference, i.e., the dif-
ference between the heater fluid temperature and the elec-
trical component coolant temperature, is large (portion (D)
of FIG. 8, and steps S18, S101, S103, S104 and S105). At
a time t18, the vehicle air conditioning system 1 repeats the
processing in steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S15,
S16, S17 and S18 (steps S100, S101, S103, S104 and S105).

At the time t18, the heater fluid temperature exceeds 63°
C. again (portion (A) of FIG. 8, and a “Yes” condition in step
S12) the electric heater 31 is off (portion (B) of FIG. 8, and
step S13). The flow passage selector valve 36 is in a closed
state (portion (D) of FIG. 8, and steps S14, S101, S103 and
S107). At the time t18, a similar state exists as existed at the
time t12. Thereafter, the temperature variation of the heater
hot fluid repeats the pattern exhibited during the period from
the time t12 to the time t18.

When the ambient air temperature is =10° C., the elec-
trical component coolant temperature resides in a region
quite a bit lower than the heater fluid temperature. As
explained previously, the valve opening degree setting pro-
cess (steps S7, S14 and S18) sets the flow passage selector
valve 36 to a closed state because the fluid temperature
difference is 50° C. However, it is also possible to lower the
heater fluid temperature by adjusting the opening degree to
a small value and restricting the amount of flow from the
electrical component cooling flow passage 40.

FIG. 9 is a time chart explaining a control executed when
an ambient air temperature is 20° C. The initial target fluid
temperature for the heater fluid temperature is set to 43° C.
and the stable target fluid temperature is set to 30° C. The
target fluid temperatures are different than when the ambient
air temperature is —10° C., but the control flow is the same
in an initial stage after the vehicle is started. During a fluid
temperature fluctuation period and a stable dehumidification
period, the control flow is the same as the stable dehumidi-
fication period in a case where the ambient air temperature
is =10° C. However, when the ambient air temperature is 20°
C., the valve opening degree setting process (steps S7, S14,
and S18) executed with respect to the flow passage selector
valve 36 opens the flow passage selector valve 36 to
maintain the heater fluid temperature (portions (A) and (D)
of FIG. 9). The compressor 21 runs during the fluid tem-
perature fluctuation period and the stable dehumidification
period, and the heater fluid temperature increases when the
rotational speed of the compressor 21 increases (portion (C)
of FIG. 9).

At a time t1 during the fluid temperature fluctuation
period, the heater fluid temperature exceeds an upper limit
temperature, 46° C., of a valve allowable range (portion (A)
of FIG. 9). When this occurs, the vehicle air conditioning
system 1 executes the processing in steps S1, S2, S3, S5, S8,
S9, S11, S12, S13 and S14 and the processing in steps S100,
S101 and S102 of the valve opening degree setting process.
The valve opening degree is set based on the map shown in
FIG. 7. When the ambient air temperature is 20° C., the
electrical component cooling fluid temperature starts rising
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from 20° C. and is approximately 28° C. during the fluid
temperature fluctuation period (portion (A) of FIG. 9). Since
the difference (fluid temperature difference) between the
heater fluid temperature and the electrical component cool-
ant temperature is not large like when the ambient air
temperature is —10° C., the valve opening degree is set to
20%. Thus, coolant from the electrical component cooling
flow passage 40 is allowed to flow into the heater hot fluid
flow passage 30 and lower the heater fluid temperature
(portion (D) of FIG. 9). At a time t2, the valve opening
degree is returned to zero because the heater fluid tempera-
ture reaches a target fluid temperature, i.e., a lower limit
temperature, 43° C., of the valve allowable range (portions
(A) and (D) of FIG. 9).

At a time t3 during the stable dehumidification period, the
heater fluid temperature exceeds an upper limit temperature,
33° C., of a valve allowable range (portion (A) of FIG. 9).
When this occurs, similarly to the time t1, the vehicle air
conditioning system 1 executes the processing in steps S1,
S2, 83, S5, S8, S9, S11, S12, S13 and S14 and the processing
in steps S100, S101 and S102 of the valve opening degree
setting process. At this time, fluid temperature difference,
i.e., the difference between the heater fluid temperature and
the electrical component coolant temperature, is even
smaller (portion (A) of FIG. 9). Therefore, the valve opening
degree is set to 40% such that coolant from the electrical
component cooling flow passage 40 is allowed to flow into
the heater hot fluid flow passage 30 and lower the heater
fluid temperature (portion (D) of FIG. 9). At a time t4, the
valve opening degree is returned to zero because the heater
fluid temperature has reached a target fluid temperature, i.e.,
a lower limit temperature, 30° C., of the valve allowable
range (portions (A) and (D) of FIG. 9).

FIG. 10 is a time chart explaining a control executed when
an ambient air temperature is 35° C. The initial target fluid
temperature for the heater fluid temperature is set to 7° C.
and the stable target fluid temperature is set to 24° C. At this
point, the initial target fluid temperature and the stable target
fluid temperature are both lower than the ambient air tem-
perature, 35° C. Since the heater fluid temperature starts
from the same 35° C. as the ambient air temperature, the
initial target fluid temperature and the stable target fluid
temperature are both lower than the heater fluid temperature
(portion (A) of FIG. 10, steps S1, S2, S3 and S5, and a “Yes”
condition in step S5). Thus, since it is not necessary to
increase the heater fluid temperature, the electric heater 31
is turned off (portion (B) of FIG. 10, and step S6). This
control assumes the system is operating in a heating mode
with a low temperature setting, e.g., 18° C. Therefore, when
the compressor 21 is initially started, it is operated at a
maximum rotational speed to cool the air delivered into the
vehicle cabin. When the temperature stabilizes, the com-
pressor 21 is operated at approximately half of the maximum
rotational speed (portion (C) of FIG. 10). Also, the flow
passage selector valve 36 remains fully open constantly
because there is little difference between the heater fluid
temperature and the electrical component coolant tempera-
ture and it is necessary to use the radiator 42 to release heat
imparted to the heater hot fluid in the heater hot fluid flow
passage 30 at the heat exchanger 22 (portion (D) of FIG. 10,
and steps S7, S100, S101 and S102).

In this example, a fluid-cooled heat exchanger (22) is
provided to exchange heat between an air conditioning
cooling flow passage (20) and a heater fluid flow passage
(30). When dehumidification is conducted due to operating
in a heating mode in which interior air is recirculated, the
compressor (21) of the air conditioning cooling flow passage
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(20) is driven and high-pressure, high-temperature refriger-
ant gas flows through the heat exchanger (22) and heats the
hot fluid in the heater hot fluid flow passage (30). Thus, the
amount of electric power consumed by the electric heater
(31) of the heater hot fluid flow passage (30) can be reduced
not only by using inside air instead of outside air but also by
utilizing heat of condensation received at the heat exchanger
(22).

The electric heater (31) is controlled to contribute the
minimum amount possible to the temperature increase of the
heater hot fluid in view of the fluid temperature increase
accomplished by the heat exchanger (22). Thus, using the
heat exchanger (22) to exchange heat for dehumidification
can avoid a situation in which the heater hot fluid tempera-
ture becomes too high and it becomes difficult to transfer a
sufficient amount of heat so that the dehumidification rate
declines. Instead, the required dehumidification rate can be
maintained and heating can be accomplished while reducing
the electric power consumption. Furthermore, since the
refrigerant flowing in the air conditioning refrigerant flow
passage can be held at a high condensation temperature in
the heat exchanger (22), a sufficient amount of refrigerant
can circulate in the flow passage. This can insure that
sufficient heating can be performed when the ambient air
temperature is low without using a combustion heater as a
supplemental heat source.

In addition, when the heater fluid temperature becomes
higher than necessary, the flow passage selector valve (36)
is opened such that coolant from the electrical component
cooling flow passage flows (40) into the heater hot fluid flow
passage (30) and lowers the heater fluid temperature. An
opening degree of the flow passage selector valve (36) is
adjusted in accordance with a fluid temperature difference
between the two flow passages such that the heater fluid
temperature does not decline abruptly. This can prevent the
wasteful use of the electric heater (31) to raise the heater
fluid temperature after the temperature has abruptly
declined. Accordingly, the amount of electric power con-
sumed by the electric heater can be reduced because use of
the electric heater can be minimum or at least reduced.

In addition, the electrical component(s) in the electrical
component cooling flow passage 50a is arranged to be
parallel to the heater hot fluid flow passage 30. Therefore,
when the ambient air temperature is low, a situation in which
the electrical component is warmed by heat from the heater
hot fluid flow passage (30) and wasteful electric power
consumption increases does not occur. The amount of elec-
tric power consumed by the electric heater (31) can be held
to a minimum or at least reduced.

Furthermore, the flow passage selector valve (36) is
opened when an amount of heat generated at the heat
exchanger (22) is larger than an amount of heat emitted from
the heater core (33) and the heater fluid temperature
becomes too high. In such a case, the surplus heat from the
heat exchanger (22) is discharged from the radiator of the
electrical component cooling flow passage (40). Conse-
quently, it is not necessary to provide a separate exterior heat
exchanger outside the vehicle cabin for cooling. As a result,
simply the radiator can be arranged in a front end portion of
the vehicle, and the performance of the radiator is not
degraded due to heat discharged from another exterior heat
exchanger.

Also, when the ambient air temperature is high, the
temperature of the coolant in the electrical component
cooling flow passage (40) is sometimes higher than the
temperature of the hot fluid in the heater hot fluid flow
passage (30). When this occurs, the flow passage selector
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valve (36) is opened fully such that heat generated at the heat
exchanger can be discharged from the radiator (42). There-
fore, the capacity of the radiator (42) is generally designed
in consideration of a maximum amount of heat generated by
an onboard electrical component and a maximum amount of
heat generated at the heat exchanger (22). However, in this
example, the electrical component and the heater hot fluid
flow passage (30) are arranged in parallel and the electric
power consumption is smaller than if the same were
arranged in series. The amount of heat emitted from the
electrical component reaches a maximum when the vehicle
is traveling at a maximum speed. Meanwhile, the amount of
heat emitted from the heat exchanger (22) reaches a maxi-
mum when the air conditioner is operated in a full cooling
mode while the ambient air temperature is high; and the heat
emission peaks at or about two or three minutes after the
vehicle starts moving. Consequently, the size of the radiator
(42) can be reduced.

As can be appreciated from the above, heat is exchanged
between a refrigerant flowing in an air conditioning cooling
flow passage (20) and hot fluid flowing in a heater hot fluid
flow passage (30) using a fluid-cooled heat exchanger (22).
Consequently, the electric power consumed by the electric
heater (31) in the heater hot fluid flow passage (30) can
reduce by an amount corresponding to a heat of condensa-
tion received from the refrigerant in the heat exchanger (22).
As a result, when the temperature of the hot fluid in the
heater hot fluid flow (30) passage is high, the flow passage
selector valve (36) serves to lower the temperature. Also,
since the condensation temperature of the refrigerant flow-
ing into the heat exchanger (22) can be held high, the amount
of refrigerant circulated inside the air conditioning cooling
flow passage (20) can be increased. Thus, the amount of
electric power consumed by the electric heater (31) can be
reduced while ensuring that there is sufficient dehumidifi-
cation rate, thus enabling the heating efficiency to be
improved.

While only selected embodiments have been chosen to
illustrate the present invention, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art from this disclosure that various changes
and modifications can be made herein without departing
from the scope of the invention as defined in the appended
claims. For example, a flow rate of hot fluid allowed to flow
from the heater hot fluid flow passage to the electrical
component cooling flow passage can be adjusted not only by
adjusting an opening degree of the flow passage selector
valve but, also, by adjusting flow rates of fluid pumps
provided in the respective flow passages. Since the flow
passage selector valve and the fluid pumps are driven with
electric power, the amount of electric power consumed by
the air conditioning system can be reduced further by
adjusting the flow rates such that the total electric power
consumption is lowered. Furthermore, the functions per-
formed by one component discussed above can be per-
formed by a plurality of components, and vice-versa. Also,
the structures and functions of one embodiment can be
adopted in another embodiment, and it is not necessary for
all advantages to be present in a particular embodiment at
the same time. Every feature which is unique from the prior
art, alone or in combination with other features, also should
be considered a separate description of further inventions by
the applicant, including the structural and/or functional
concepts embodied by such feature(s). Thus, the foregoing
descriptions of the embodiments according to the present
invention are provided for illustration only, and not for the
purpose of limiting the invention as defined by the appended
claims and their equivalents.
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What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle air conditioning system comprising:

a duct configured to provide air to a vehicle cabin interior;

a refrigerant evaporator disposed in the duct;

an air conditioning cooling flow passage configured to
provide cooled refrigerant to the refrigerant evaporator;

a heater core disposed in the duct at a position down-
stream of the refrigerant evaporator;

a heater hot fluid flow passage configured to provide hot
fluid to the heater core;

aheat exchanger disposed upstream of the heater core and
configured to exchange heat between a refrigerant
flowing in the air conditioning cooling flow passage
and hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid flow
passage;

an electric heater disposed along the heater hot fluid flow
passage in a position downstream of the heat exchanger
and upstream of the heater core, the electric heater
being configured to further warm hot fluid that has
undergone a heat exchange in the heat exchanger;

an electrical component cooling flow passage configured
to cool an electrical component installed in the vehicle
by passing heat from the electrical component through
a cabin exterior heat exchanger;

a communication flow passage configured to connect the
heater hot fluid flow passage and the electrical compo-
nent cooling flow passage together such that the heater
hot fluid flow passage and the electrical component are
arranged in parallel, the communication flow passage
including a first flow passage into which the hot fluid
from the heater hot fluid flow passage flows and a
second flow passage through which the hot fluid returns
to the heater hot fluid flow passage;

a fluid temperature sensor configured to detect a tempera-
ture of the hot fluid flowing in the heater hot fluid flow
passage; and

a flow passage selector valve that is disposed upstream of
the heat exchanger with respect to the heater core at a
connecting portion between the heater hot fluid flow
passage and the first flow passage, the first flow passage
being fluidly connected between the selector valve and
a first end of the electrical component cooling flow
passage, the second flow passage being fluidly con-
nected to a second end of the electrical component
cooling flow passage and the heater hot fluid flow
passage at a location upstream of the heat exchanger,
the electrical component being located in the electrical
component cooling flow passage between the first and
second ends, and

the selector valve being configured to allow hot fluid
flowing in the heater hot fluid flow passage to flow into
the electrical component cooling flow passage to the
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electrical component via the first flow passage when a
temperature of the hot fluid detected by the fluid
temperature sensor is higher than a first prescribed
temperature, the selector valve being further configured
to prevent hot fluid flowing from the heater hot fluid
flow passage to the electrical component via the first
flow passage when the temperature of the hot fluid
detected by the fluid temperature sensor is lower than
a second prescribed temperature.

2. The vehicle air conditioning system according to claim

1, wherein

the flow passage selector value is further configured to
adjust a flow rate of hot fluid flowing from the heater
hot fluid flow passage to the electrical component
cooling flow passage by adjusting an opening degree of
the flow passage selector valve.

3. The vehicle air conditioning system according to claim

1, further comprising

a fluid pump is disposed in each of the heater hot fluid
flow passage and the electrical component cooling flow
passage; and

a flow rate of hot fluid flowing from the heater hot fluid
flow passage to the electrical component cooling flow
passage is adjusted such that a total electric power
consumption of the fluid pumps and the flow passage
selector valve is decreased.

4. The vehicle air conditioning system according to claim

2, further comprising

a fluid pump is disposed in each of the heater hot fluid
flow passage and the electrical component cooling flow
passage; and

a flow rate of hot fluid flowing from the heater hot fluid
flow passage to the electrical component cooling flow
passage is adjusted such that a total electric power
consumption of the fluid pumps and the flow passage
selector valve is decreased.

5. The vehicle air conditioning system according to claim

1, wherein

the selector valve has an inlet port fluidly connected to the
heater hot fluid flow passage, a first outlet port fluidly
connected to a downstream section of the heater hot
fluid flow passage, and a second outlet port fluidly
connected to the first flow passage.

6. The vehicle air conditioning system according to claim

, wherein

the second flow passage is fluidly connected to the heater
hot fluid flow passage between the first outlet port and
the heat exchanger.
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